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BOOKS Printed for G. Strahan, 
at the Golden Ball, over agaznſt 
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Ynopſis Canonum SS. Apoſtolo- 
rum & Conciliorum OEcume- 
icorum & Provincialium, ab Ecleſia 
ræca & Latina receptorum, nec non 
onciliorum Decretorum& LegumEc- 
cleſiæ Britannicæ & Anglo Saxonicæ. 
cum Selectis Annotationibus illuſtra- 
ta, a Laurentio Howell. A. M. 2 Vols. 
II. The whole Duty of a Chriſtian, 
by way of Queſtion and Anſwer, cx- iſ 
_ ally purſuant to the Method of the j 
whole Duty of Man; and deſign'd for 
the Uſe of Schools. The 64h Edit. | 
corrected by Robert Nelſon. Eſq; 
III. The New Year's Gift, compleat- 
ed in Six Parts. Containing the La- 
dy's Preparation to the monthly Sacra- 


ment; to which is added, Contem- 
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= plations-on-the-ſeveral Stages of our 
I þ Saviour's Life, with Soliloquics on the 
| Goſpels; and Devotions on lever 
I | Occaſions. The third Ec ition, 4 
1 Additions. "of | 
IV. Right Notions of God and Reli- 
gion; together with 2 Diſcourſes, for 
Conduct of the Sincere, and 
1170 correcting ſome prevailing Errors. 
V. Salvation the peculiar Privilege 
F-the Church. Theſe two by 3 on 
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hriſtian Religion is demonſtrated 
"ji 5 infallible Proof, from four Rules, 
1 Which are incompatible to any Impo- 
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i Which is added, A ſecond Part to-the 
x pk The 5th Edition. Enlarg'd with- 
a Letter from the Author to a Peiſt, on 
onvetſion by reading this Book. 
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w The PREFAC 

Vander Meer, a learned Licentiate 
of the Law, beſides conſulting the - 
French and Dutch Copies, compar” 

at with the Original, and tranſla- © 
ted it into Latin. The laſt was 
Antonius Boetzer, who in the Tear. 
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ee 
m 
2 


1617. from all the other Copies © 
 publiſh'a a Correct Edition of it in 
y 7 © 

The Author's Name was unknown 

to any of the Editors, and he might _ 
probably conceal it to avoid the Ap- + 
plauſe, which ſo religious a Perfor- 

Mnance might juſt y clam. #. 


og 


The ſeveral Editions had diffe- 
rent Titles, ſome call'd it the Trea- 
- ſure of Devotion, others the Com- 
pendious Way to Salvation; but 
\., the laſt bears that of Deſiderius, 
which I choſe to follow, becauſe it 
was the Author's Title, adding that 
of the Original Pilgrim, to diſſin- 
guiſo between this and ſome: others. 
of the ſame Name, or very like it 
- Fl 


The PREFACE. 
For it is not the firſt Time this 
Book has appear'd in Engliſh ; 
tho* very much diſeus'd, I am 
+ aſſur'd that Mr. Royſton the Book- 
© ſeller ( ſome Years dead) very well 
* knew that Dr. Patrick took his 
Pilgrim from it, and that ſeveral 
Authors, whom I could name, bave 
form'd noble Deſigns from hence. 
s for my own Part, I was ſo 
well gerd with it in its native 
eauty, that I choſe to follow the 


ut hor; and, excepting a few Pa- 
es in the Beginning, have almoſt 


ts a ne it. And truly, 
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after ſome Times peruſing it, I need- 
ed no other Motive to induce me to 
undertake it, than the Charms I 
met with in every Page, for ſeveral 
Tears ſeldom paſſing a Day without 
reading ſome Part of it. 
If by this poor Attempt of mine I 
ould be ſo happy as to contribute 
the Advancement of this ſub- 
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lime Pa evotion, The Love 
of God, 1 ball gain my End, and 
bleſs God for it: But if I miſs of” 
this, the Diſappointment may affett 
me, in Regard of the Loſs to others, 
but not for any Slight or Contempt 
70 my felf: I thank God, 1 am 
erein before-hand with theW orld; 
for none can think more meanly of 
me than I do of my ſelf. 

1 mean and wiſh well to all; and 
pray to God to inſpire 5 with the 
true Love of bim, that from thence 
we may learn to 3 one another 
and that we may bave our perfes 
Conſummation and Bliſs in that 
heavenly Aſylum, where without | 
Interruption we may eternally fing + 
, and celebrate hu Merces, 


p o 


eb. 21. 1716, 
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Deſiderius, or the 


Contempt the ſoothing Arts of ſubtle 
Courtiers and flattering Crowds, who 
had no other End but to abuſe and 

_ deceive thoſe they would ſeem to 
pleaſe. Virtue was among them be- 
come a ſcornful Jeſt, and Perfidy, Hate 
and Ruin, luitk'd under the Mask of 

Beauty. Corruption, Diſcontent and 
Faction had intirely poſſeſs d the City, 
and every one paid a flaviſh Submiſ- 
ſion to mighty Gain. The Coun- 
try, once the happy Seat of joyful 

Nature, was now over-run with Pride 
and Luxury, and rural Innocence de- 
praved with the vile Practices of the 
Court and Town. The moſt delight- 

ful and entertaining Scenes in any or 

all of theſe were Objects too narrow | 
for Defiderius's capacious Soul; his 
Mind ficken'd at earthly Injoyments, 
and he aſpir'd to ſomething more ſub- 
lime. | [i Ak _ 

e was not long in reſolving upon 
the Perſuit of ſolid Good; for taking 

his Way to a Place once famous for 

the Profeſſion and Practice of Reli · 

gion and Loyalty, he put himſelf in- 

to the Converſation of Eccleſiaſticks, 
con- 
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Original Pilgrim. 9 
concluding that thoſe awful Guides 
of heavenly Government would ſhew 
him ſolid Good in the native Purity 
and Luſtre of Religion. But he ſoon: 

found himſelf miſtaken ; for he too 
plainly ſaw the Holy Office turn'd in- 
to a Trade, the Priefts wholly taken: 
up in Faction and ſecular Affairs, and 
licens'd Blaſphemies broach d and pub- 
liſh'd from the Pulpit to promote a: 
retended Good. > £4. 

Upon this Diſappointment he left 
them, and with eager Steps haſten'd: 
to a diſtant Monaſtry, where he pur- 
pos'd to devote the Remainder. of his: 


Days to the Company of holy Men, 


and by Exerciſes of Devotion purge: 
off the Dregs of Life. But alas! To 
his great Amazement he found - that: 


; this holy Solitude, as the World call'd: 


it, was but too often affected, and 
ſer vid only to make Men paſs undi - 
ſtinguiſh'd, produc'd Ignorance and 
Idleneſs, and that too many of the: 
moſt renounc'd Aſceticks were cele- 


brated for doing what was next to» 
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ider ius, or the 
This was a greater Diſappointment 
to Defiderins than the former, and 
plung d him into ſuch Incertainties, 
that at laſt tir'd with Conje&ures, 
and perplex'd at what had happen d a 
welcome Heavineſs ſiez d his Eyes, 
and ſoft Sleep, the ſweet Gift of in- 
gent Nature, lock'd up his Senſes 
in a profound Repoſe. Whilſt plea- 
ſing Slumbers charm'd his careful 1 
Thoughts, innumerable Phancies pre- 2 
ſented themſelves to his Soul, which 
interrupted each other with a broken 
Succeſſion. Theſe were hitherto but 
Dreams, the Product of a fick Mind; 
but at laſt fomeching offer d, that made 7. 
a ſtronger Impreſſion on him; for it 
diſplay'd a Scene of what he wiſh'd 
for: A ſudden glorious Light ſhone 
round him and from à bright Cloud 
faw deſcending a Virgin of ange- 
lick Form. Her Shape was lovely 
and her Face a conſummate Beauty 
Her Locks like Beams of Silver Light 
wav d, part about her Shoulders, and 
part curling upwards, form'd a natural 
oronet. Her Motion was not terri- 
ble or ſwift, but gradual and eaſy; 
. a0 


riginal Pilgrim. ” «+. a 
no angry Meſſage appear'd in her 
Locks, and her Face wore no Signs 
of threatning Vengeance. Deſideri uss 
Soul was agitated, with a pleaſing 
Mixture of Fear and Joy; he was 
charm'd with the beautiful Appear- 
ance, but the unuſual Majeſty . of 
it ſtruck him with an awkul Reve- 
rence. Whilſt he was thus admiring: 
and muſing what this ſhould mean, 
the lovely Meſſenger drew near, 
and thus addreſs'd him :: ** Honeſt. © 
* Mortal, let anxious Cares no long- 
« er oppreſs thy Mind; for know;.. 
* thou art now under the more im- 
*© mediate Care of the Divine Will,. 
*& who knows the Sincerity of thy 
Soul, and hath commiſſon'd me: 
« to direct thee whither to go, 
c and find the Satisfaction thou re- 
* quireſt. Take thy Way Eaſtward“ 
« from hence, and after ſome Dayͤs 
* Travel through the Deſere, thou 
wilt meet with an antient Shep- 
herd diligently tending his Flock :: 


— 


ar 


* He will inſtruct thee how to 
* find out the. noble Knight called; 
”— FR e THE: 


12 Deſiderius, or the 
% THE * LOVE OF + GOD, who 
© being ill treated by the World is 
ce retired from it, to an impregna- 
ble Security, where he injoys the 
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* Love. The Deſign of this Dialogue in 

neral was to promote a zealous Perſuir and 

eſire of the Love of God in all; but in 
particular it ſeems to be calculated for ſuch 
as intend for Holy Orders. And if we con- 
Jider rightly the pious Intent of the Author, 
uch eſpecially ought to have the Love of God 
for their chief View, when they prepare for 
the ſacred Function; which Love of God is 
to be attain'd by a Gradation of religious 
Virtues ; all or moſt of which are ſet down 
in their Order throughout this Dialogue. 
Now the Love of God is the lively Image of 
that Love, by which God comprehends 
Himſelf as the moft abſolute and ſupreme 
Good, and all his Creatures to be Partakers 
of ir. The chief Acts of this Love of God 
are raiſed by a clear Apprehenſion of his Ex- 
cellency and Goodneſs; by which it is plain, 
that we can not love God till we know him; 
therefore before we can be {aid to love him 
we muſt learn to know him, by going thro? 
'a Courſe of religious Duties. | 15 
F God. God is here the great and proper 
Object of Love, becauſe he only can and 
doth merit the Adoration. and Love of all 


his Creatures. | 
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Original Pilgrim. 
ec happy Society of a few faithſul 
«© Attendants. From him thou wilt 
cc receive Inſtructions how to order 
« thy ſelf for the attaining to that 
« Part of the Paſtoral Care thou ſo 
ec much affecteſt. The celeſtial En- 
voy having delivered her Meſſage 
diſappear'd, and Deſiderius waking in 
a holy Rapture without Heſitation 
takes the Divine Hint and prepares 
for his Journey. . 2 
Ne had not travell'd many Days be- 
fore he came to a Meadow adorn'd 
with all the pleaſant Furniture of Na- 
ture. Here he propos d to reſt his 
weary Limbs; but at the Entrance 
was accoſted by. a venerable old Man 
in the Habit of a Shepherd; This 
Vas a joyful Confirmation of the Vi- 
ſion our Traveller had lately ſeen; 
V ho forgetting his Fatigue, with haſty 
Steps approach'd, and pay'd the Re- 
ſpect due to his hoary Head, which 
the old Man as courteouſly return d. 
And now concluding that the Love of 
God's Refidence was. not far from 
hence, he impatiently deſires the Shep- - 
| herd to direct him thither. The good 
N . old 


©. 
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Is Deſiderius, or the 
old Man gently reprehending his For- 
wardneſs, told him, That tho' the Way 
to the Love of God's Palace was not 
long, yet it was difficult ; and if he 
_ miſtook the right Path, he might 
wander in an endleſs Labyrinth of 
Deſpair. Deſiderius preflingly repeat- 
ed his Requeſt, ro which the Shep- 
herd gravely thus reply'd. Wiſdom, 
young Man, is ſeldom found but in 
hoary Heads, and Underftanding is 
maturd by Length of Time, The 
Judgment of thy haſty Youth muſt be 
ripen'd into Perfection by Age, anda 
long Succe ſſion of Experience make 
thee Wiſe. Obſerve me well, for I 
am by Heaven appointed an Emblem 
of the Holy Imploy ment thou doſt ſo 
much reverence ; ſee my Crook, my 
crip, Box and other Parts of my E- 
uipment ; theſe are fo many ſigni- 
cant Types of the watchful Care re- 
uird of thoſe, that undertake the 
reat Charge of feeding the Flock of 
their Lord and Maſter, I commend #4 
thy Zeal for the Love of God in an 
Age of thriving Iniquity : And fox 
hy Incouragement know, that tho“ 


Original Pilgrim. 15 
he has for a Time withdrawn from 

the publick Stage of the World, Where 

he has been diſreſpectſully treated, 
yet when Men grow ſenſible of their 
t © Polly, he will return and appear more 
f illuſtrious than ever. In the mean 
Time do thou perſiſt in thy Reſolu- 
tion, and to let thee ſee nothing ſhall 
be wanting on my Part, this Boy, 
| whom J have carefully educated, and 
is whoſe Name is * Good-Will, ſhall be 


thy Guide through the neighbouring 
© * Deſert, and conduct thee to the Seat 
of a pious Matron named + Humility, 


Who 


* Good Vill. This is the firſt Step to- 
wards the obtaining the Love of God; and 
indeed a very neceſſary one; for who can be 
{aid to hate a right Thought of the Love 


8 LE. 


God, that doth not wiſh well to his Neigh- 


„ *®bour? This Duty of Good Vill therefore is 
he very properly here made the firſt Step to the 
of Tore of God, becaule it is an Argument and 
8 eres of the Sincerity of a Chriſtian's 
| Heart. — | 
an Humility. Being well inſtructed in a Senſe 
| en, 8 
for of our own Unworthineſs and God's Excel- 
of lenecy, we are more capable of ariiving at the 
be Los of God, For though God Vill be the 
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16 Deſiderius, or the 


who dwells in the Way to the Lowe 


God's Palace, and without whoſe 


Inſtructions it will be impoſſible for 


thee to find the Way. f 
Deſiderius was mightily pleas'd with 
his Guide, whoſe Converſation was 
fo entertaining, that it took off very 


much from the Fatigue of the Walk. 


After ſome Time ſpent in crofling a 
wide and inhoſpitable Deſert, on the 
Lord's Day, they came into a plea- 


fant Valley, ſituate between two crag- 


gy barren Hills, in the midſt of which 


Rood Humilitys Honſe. No ſtately. 


Furrets adorn'd its lowly Roof; but 


the whole Fabrick ſeem'd contriv'd 


for Conveniency more than Gran- 


The Guide having ſhewn Defiderias 


the Houſe, told him that was Humi- 


lity's Reſidence, and gave him theſe 


bd - 
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firſt Step in our Progreſs towards it, yet Hu- A 


mility ought to have the prime Place, not. 
only in Reſpect of its Excellency, but of its 


Uſefulneſs towards the obtaining all the reſt; 


this being the Foundation on which all o- 


&hers muſt be built. 7 0 9 
hy 9 neceſ- 2 


* 
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Original Pilgrim. 17 
neceſſary Cautions. When you come 
to the Houſe you will find waiting at 
the Gate ſeveral Perſons who pretend 
to be very de ſirous of Admittance, but 
are in Reality Cheats, and watch on- 
ly for an Opportunity to get in, to 
corrupt the Holy Society. Theſe not 
knowing the Word (which 1s given by 
none but the good old Shepherd, and 


from him to me) are always refus d 
by the Porter. Then he gave him 
the Word, which was“ Sincerity, upon 


which they advanced to Humility's 
Houſe. 0 

When they came near, the Wall 
that inclos'd it was ſo high, (bein 
built fo for the Security of the Place 
that they loſt Sight of the Houſe ; 
but walking round they at laft ſpy'd 
the Entrance to it, which was a low. 


* 


* Sincerity. Sincerity is that Purity of 
Heart, which not only qualifies us to be en- 
tertain'd in Humility's Houſe, but fits us for 
the bleſſed Viſion of God; which none but 
the lincere or pure in Heart have a Promiſe 
of ſeeing. Matthew 5..8. 2 are the. pure 
in Heart, for they ſhall [ee God, 1 | 


s 


and 
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18 Deſiderius, or the N 
and narrow Door, and about it ſeve- 


ral ſeem'd to wait for Admittance. 


Among theſe there was one remarka- 


ble above the reſt, which look'd like 


a Damſel of an honeſt Countenance, 


but was very Fantaſtick in her Habit. 


Deſiderius ſeeing her make to the Door, 
ſtood at a Diſtance to obſerve her. 
She knock d and call'd with great Im- 


patience; at laſt the Porter opening 


a little Wicket demanded the Word ; 
inſtead of which ſhe gave him her 


Name, which was * Vain glory. The 


EE, Porter 


8 > 1 = * * 


"* Pain-glory. PFuin-glory is a great Deſirę 
or Thirſt after the Prafle of Aan and is con- 
trary to that Part of Humility, which teaches 
us not only to have a mean Opinion of our 
ſelves, but to be content that others ſhould 
have ſo of us. Vain-gloy baſs thus oppoſite 
to Humility, is a great and {ngerous Sin; 


for which we have our Saviour's own Words, 
John 5. 44. How can ye believe, that receive 


Honour one of another. By which it appears 
to be ſuch a Sin, as hinders the receiving of 
Chrift into the Heart; for ſo believing there 


ſignifies; and he that believeth not, or fe- 


ceiverth not Chriſt into his Heart, can not be 
ſaid to have any Senſe of the Love of God; 
_ | e towards 


© 


3 


855 


9 
* 


N 
WS 
5 
Gs 


Z 
e 
R 


9 Original Pilgrim. 19 
Peiorter no ſooner heard it, but bid her 5 
be gone: Go, ſays he, to luxurious 


Courts and wealthy Cities; there hunt 


f for tawdry Pride and pompous Great - 

3 neſs, no ſuch unprofitable Gueſts are 

2 admitted within theſe Walls. Vain- 

, glory thus repuls d, retir'd in Diſcon- | | 


tent, Which gave Deſiderius an Oppor= | 4 
* = runity of advancing ; who giving the 
> Mord was immediately admitted. The 
53 _ honeſt Porter whoſe Name was the 
] Fear of God, ask d him his Buſineſs ? 
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towards the obtaining of which, this Grace 
8 of Humility is ſo abſolutely neceſſary, as on 
— the contrary Vaingioy is lo dangerous an 


8 Enemy. | 

Ir = * Fear of God. That is, ſuch an awful Re- 
d gard of God, as may keep us from offending 

te him. This the Wile Man tells us, Proverbs 
E 

* 

be 

Is 

of of God's Juſtice and Power, is an uſeful Mo- 

te nition to put us in Mind of his Excellency 
- and our Meanneſs, which are the two great 

be Parts of Humility : And indeed without this 


Fear of God, we can not ſerve bim, Plalm 2. 11. 
115 ve 


_ | | | . 


20 Defiderius, or the 
To whom Deſiderius recounted the Oc- 
caſion of his Travels, and that the old 
Shepherd had directed him there; to 
find out the Lowe of God. The Por- 
ter looking on his new Gueſt with a 
pleaſing Concern, and overjoy'd to 
hear him inquire ſo ſolicitouſly after 
the noble Knight the Love of God, 
(for they were near of Kin) told 


find out him he wanted, and that 


— 4 — 
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N 
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we can not be his Saints, Plalm 34. 9. we can 
Not arrive at the Beginning of Wiſdom, Prov. 

3 9. 10, But to incline us the more to this Du- 

y of fearing God, let us conſider, that al!“ 

| the Threatnings of Wrath againſt Sinners, 

which we find in the Holy Scripture, are on- 

ly to this End, to work this Fear in our 

Hearts; all which our Saviour preſſingly in- 

joyns in theſe Words, Matthew 10. 28. Fear 


4 in Hell! £1 
in, The Relation between the Love of. 

| God and the Fear of God is ſo near and ſtrict, 
that one can not ſubſiſt without the other; 


and none can love him that do not fear him. 

We love him in Regard of his Excellency, 
Goodneſs, c. and we fear him in Con 
deration of his Power, Juſtice, &. 


* „„ with 


him he had taken the right Way to 


2 


- him, which is able to deſtroy both Soul and Body 23 


for none can fear God that do not love him; 
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ſity urges me to it; for without the 


him I may learn thoſe Precepts and 


_ moſt exact Obedience. Wait here a 


Original Pilgrim. 21 
without the Shepherd's Direction he 
could never have arriv'd there. But 
willing to try him throughly, he ask. 
him why he was ſo eager in his Per- 
ſuit of the Love of God, and what Bu- 
ſineſs he had with him? Deſiderius re- 
ply'd with a Sigh : Abſolute Neceſ- 


Love of God, it is impoſſible to be hap- 
py. My Requeſt therefore is to be 
admitted into his Service, that from 


Rules which alone can regulate the. 
Conduct of my Life. Beſides, I am 
well inform'd that his generous Boun- 
ty makes his Service the moſt advan- 
.tageous and deſirable Condition in the 
World. Thou art in the Right, re- 
ply'd the Fear of God ; the Love of God 
15 indeed the moſt liberal Maſter thou 
canſt ſerve. He lately paſs'd by here 
in his Retreat from the World, and 
tho' he be not perſonally with us at 
preſent, yet our Governeſs rules ac- 
cording to his Dictates, and to which 
all within theſe ſacred Walls pay a 


4 


little, for you muſt not advance a Step 


— 
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without Leave, and I will go call a 
Virgin, who will tell you where to 
- fand Him. LE 55 
: He foon return'd, and with him a 
*Virgin of a moſt agreeable Form and 
modeſt Deportment ; who with a ve- 
ry pleaſing Affability ſaluted De/ide- 
vim, and bid him welcome to Humi- 
tity's Habitation. As they were about 
to enter into the Houſe, they heard a 
mighty calling and knocking at the 
Door, and the Porter going to ſee 
who it was, ſoon return'd, and told 
the Virgin it was Vain- glory. Deſideri- 
us ask'd the meaning of her Importu- 
nity, ſince ſhe had but a little before 
been refusd Admittance. To whom | 
the Virgin reply'd ; ſhe is continually 
watching about the Gate in Hopes of 
taking the Advantage of our Porters 
Neglect, but his Vigilance hath hi- 
therto prevented her. I ſee no Rea- * 
ſon, ſays Deſiderius, why you ſhould * 


+. Vn gin. This Virgin is afterwards cal- 
3 not meddling in needles 


refuſe © 
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Original Pilerim. 23 
refuſe her, for her Words, Habit and 


JF whole Geſture, beſpeak her a modeſt 


Damſel. It's plain, my Brother, re- 
* ply'd the Virgin, you do not know 
” her ; for ſhe is the moſt dangerous 
Enemy we can have: Her demur 
Looks and ſeeming Modeſty, too o 
ten betray the unwary into the great- 
eſt Miſchief, I will tell you her Fa- 
mily, and then you may judge of her. 
Her Father is called * Self love, and 


* 9 


* Self love. That is, an immoderate Love 


ol our own worldly Intereſts and 5 
n- 


which is the Root of all Injuſtice and U. 
cCharitableneſs towards others. This Sin of 
' Self-love was ſo odious in St. Paul's Opinion, 
that he ſets it at the Head of a whole Troop 
of Sins, 2 Timothy 3. 2. as if it were ſome 
principal Officer in the Devil's Army; and 
certainly not without Reaſon ; for it carries 
with it a Train of other Sins, which ſweep 
away all Care of Duty to others ; contrary 
to the Direction St. Paul gives, Romans 15. 2. 
which is not to pleaſe our ſelves, but every 
Man to pleaſe his Neighbour for his good to Edi- 
fication; which he backs with the Example 
= of Chriſt, Verle 3. For even Chriſt would not 
Pleaſe bimſelf. V 


24 Deſiderius, or the 


her Mother * Self conceit. Theſe with 
their Daughter are the moſt pernici- 

ous Enemies we have; and not only 
dur Governeſs Humility, but the noble 
Knight the Love of God himſelf have 
by ſad Experience found the miſchie- 
Vous Effects of their Malice. As for 
VFVainglory ſhe is of a moſt voracious 
Nature; for before the Fear of God 
was our Porter ſhe often ſtole into 
our Garden, and robb'd us : The 
Garden is ſmall, and in it but one 
Tree which beareth the Fruit on 
Which we live: This ſhe hath ſo pil- 
laged, that we have ſcarce enough 
left to ſuſtain us. Beſides, ſhe is ſo 
ſubtle a Creature, and ſo changeable 


I 


* 


* 


4 » 


* Self cenceit. This a Branch of Vain- 
glory, and is conſequently no diſtant Relation 
of Pride; for it makes us think highly of 
our ſelves, that we are more excellent than 
* -others. If we would put St. Paul's Exhorta- 
1 tion in Practice, Phil. 2. 3. Eſteem others bet- 
rer t ban our ſelves, we ſhould not undervalue 
or deſpiſe the Gifts and Excellencies of our 
Neighbours, or magnify our ſelves above 
them. „ | 48 


—— a a or Is 


Original Pilgrim. * 2% 
in her Dreſs, that it is no eaſy Matter 
0 diſcover her; which obliges us to 
the greater Care and Circumſpection; 
|. when at any Time ſhe had got 


in, none but our Holy Matron Ha- 

- 22” wility could drive her out, at the 

Sight of whom ſhe: ſtraitway betook 

ber ſelf to her Heels, But ever ſince, 

we entertain'd the Fear, of God for 

; our Porter, we live more ſecure and 

> _* quiet; for he is as auſtere as watch»: 

> ul; and when he ſees her lurking 

1 about the Houſe, he ſoon ſends her 

away. For this Reaſon; our Gate is, 

1 always kept cloſe ſhut. r. 

) Dieſider ius by this Time grew ac-, 

© _quainted enough with the * Virgin 
to ask her Name, and how ſhe gain'd, 

* Þþ 8 
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_ "A FT. 4 . 1 $ , £ 3 ; . 
one named Contempt off tht TPorld;* 
the other Self. contempt, that intto- 
duc'd me to the pious Matron Hami- 


4 


tity, who at their Intreaty, and for 


. 


the ſake of the Lede of God, in Per- 
ſuit of whom I came hither, hath 
ever ſince entertain'd me. Deſiderir:; 
was overjoyd to hear her mention 
the Love of Ged, and ask d her when 
he was there. To which ſhe anfwer't ; 
That indeed he often viſited them; 
but more of late ſince he retir'd from 
the World. Then defiring to know 
of what Family the two Virgins were, 
the told him; That they were wel! 
_ deſcended, their Father's Name was 

| Knowledge, a Man in great Eſteem 
with his Prince, and their Grand- 


* 


4 | oy | 4 2 3 SER _ 7% 
Contempt, 8&c. The Love of the World. 


and Self-love being dangerous Enemies to 
Humility, we muſt diveſt our ſelves of both = 
before we can approach her; we muſt, as we 
are inſtructed in the Catechiſm at our Bap- 
rilm, renounce the Pomps and Vanities of the > 
World and all the ſinful Luſts of the Fleſb; and 
then we ſhall be qualified for the Converſa- 
en of Humili x. 


* . 
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+ peculiar Buſineſs it is, and who can 
put you in a more ſure Method than 


Original Pilgrim. 27 
father's Conſideration, famous for his 
Courage and Conduct, and married 
to a Lady, whoſe Name was Prudence,” 
Defiderins was very well pleas d wit 
theſe Relations; but ſtill his Mind 
was ſo taken up with the Thoughts 
of his Journey to the Love of God's: 
Reſidence, that he could not forbear 
inquiting how he went attended. To 
. which ſhe reply'd, that he had no 
other Companion than a Youth whoſe 
Name was * The Love of our Neigh= 
bour. Then asking which Way they 
took, ſhe told him, ſhe could inform 
him; but, ſaid ſne, let us go in, and 
J will conduct you to thoſe, whoſe 


my ſelf. As they were about to go 
into the Houle the Virgin ſpy d De- 
ſideriuss Guide, and ask d who he was? 


* Love, 8&c. The Love of our Neighbour is 
here: very properly annexed to the Love of 
God; for who can be laid to love God, 
whom he hath not feen, that loveth not his 
Neighbour; whom he ſeeth evety Day? 
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Deſiderius, or the : 


of. | - 
His Nach, ſaid he, is * Goodwill, 
and was given me for a Guide by 


the good old Shepherd, to direct me 4 


hither. He is of great Uſe indeed, 
reply'd the Virgin, provided you 
know how to keep him; and be aſ- 
ſur'd, that ſo long as he remains with 
you no harm will happen to you, 
and he will conduct you in the right 
Way. But Deſiderius till prefling for 
more immediate Directions to the 
Lowe of God, ſhe told him, he would 
figd a ſufficient Fryal of his Strength 
and Patience in his Journey ; for tho' 
it was but ſeven Days Travel thi- 
ther, yet it was thro' an inhoſpitable 
Deſert, and beſet with all the Diffi- 
culties imaginable. However, ſaid 
ſhe, if you will be rul'd, you ſhall —- 


- 


want for no Advice. Deſiderius pro- 
mis d Obedience, and thus ſhe went 
on. Upon the Verge of this Deſere || 


__* Goodwill, This ſhews the Neceſlity of 
keeping Good-will, the firſt Step to Humility 
and the Love of God, for our conftant Com-. 
pation ; without which we can arrive at 
neither, | | 
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Original Pilgrim. 
there are Eight Houſes, of which this 
of the Holy Humiliiy is the ſirſt; 


y * 1 ' 
E \ o * a # 
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* Humility, Theſe Eight Houſes are fo 
many Stages, thro' which we muſt pals to 
the Love of God; in each of which we. lean 
the ſeveral Duties depending on them. AS 
in that of Humility, in Relpect of God, we 


learn Submiſſion and Obedience rothis Will, 


to adore his Excellency, and honour him ſe- 
veral Ways, in his Houſe, Poſſeſſions, Day, 
Word, Sacraments, Sc. In other Relpects 
we learn to think meanly of our ſelves and 
well of others; not to decline any good Ottice, 
tho? never ſo mean, but to follow gur Ma- 
er's Example in all Acts of Tenderneſs and 
Humanity. In that of Juſtice we learn not 


only the Negative Duties of not injuring or 


abuſing others, but the poſitive Duties of do- 
ing Right to all. In) the third we Jeam 
the diſcretional Part of preſerving our Inno- 
cence by all juſt ifiable confeientious Means. 
In the fourth we learn the Courage of the 
Chriſtian Hero, who thro' Patience, Petſe- 
verance, and intite Dependence on God, ft- 
nifhes his Courſe, In che fifth we leatn Ten- 


perance in Fating, Drinking, Sleep, Rectea- 


tion and Apparel. In that of Faith we no] 
only believe the Eſſence and Attributes 
God, but his Word, + e. believing moſt 
firmly. that all he ſaith is perfectly rtue, 1 
that' of Hope we have a comfortable Expe- 
„„ fe, B 3 ctation 
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Deſiderius, or the 

the ſecond is Juſtice; the third Pru- 
dence; the fourth Fortitude; the fifth 
:Temperance; the ſixth Faith; the ſe- 
venth Hope; the eighth Charity. The 
laſt of which is the moſt conftant Re- 
fidence of the Love of God, tho' at 0- 
ther Times he viſits the reſt. But be- 
fore you proceed to any of the ſeven, 
you muſt make ſome Stay in this 
Place, that you may underſtand the 
Inſtitutes of our Houſe, and receive 
from our Governeſs Humility ſuch In- 
ſtructions as will certainly direct you 
to the Læve of God, + „ 
| Defederius was now within theHouſe, 
and obſerving the Meanneſs of the 
Fabrick, ask'd why the Lowe of God 
choſe to make his Reſidence oftner 
here than in any of the other Houſes? 


— 


ctat ion of the good Things God has promis'd. 
In that of Charity we learn the Goſpel- Duty 
lo often injoyn'd by our Saviour, the New 
Commandment, as himſelf calls it, John 13. 34. 
That ye love oue another; and which is in the 
Iame Goſpel, c. 15. v. 12. 17. twice repeated. 
The Branches of which Duty either in Re- 
pect of the Affections or Actions extend to 
Mens Souls, Bodies, Goods and * 
| <he 


Original Pilgrim. 31 
She told him, becauſe this was firſt 


1 built, and that all the reſt were ſub- 

- ject to it: But the greateſt Reaſon 

> was, his Fondneſs and Love to our 

- Governeſs was ſo great, that he con- 

_ = -deſcended to be called her Son. This 

1 Converſation raiſing Deſderiuss Zæal 
3 the higher, he importun'd the Virgin 

5 do introduce him to the Governeſs, 
e which ſhe readily agreed to, and lead -* 
e him chco' ſeveral Apartments, which 

S could not boaſt of ſplendid Furniture 


= bor | luxurious, Wealth, but humble 
Neͤatneſs and cleanly Poverty ap- 
. peared in every Room. Coming to 
e the Oratory ſhe told him he muſt pre- 
pare himſelf by * Prayer for the Inter- 


24 ; 

2 PEER EA PHo Puod 

5 | * Prayer. This is Part of the great Duty 
1 .of Worſhip, which we owe to God, and 

ww: | wherein we acknowledge his Godhead. Be- 

ww © ſides which we-own our Dependance on him, 


= '% by ſupplicating his Divine Majeſty in all our 


he Wants and Diſtreſſes for Help and Redreſs; 
d. and without the Performance of this Duty 
„ no Bleſſing. This being then 
81 A 1 all our Under- 
—_ in thole relating to qur 


32 Deſiderius, or the 
view he ſo much deſired, After which 
ſhe conducted him to the Apartment 
of Humility, who without Affectation 
of State fat in a plain Chair, with a 
Book of Devotion in her Hand, Her 
Aſpect was reverend and ſerene, and. 
a Meekneſs prefided in her Looks, 
which render'd her Preſence more in- 
viting than awful. Seeing her Daugh- 
ter introduce a Stranger ſhe roſe from 
ber Chair,: and with an ingaging 
"Courteſy ſaluted him, and defiring 
him to fir, ſhe thus accoſted him. 
What Motive, my Son, hath induc'd 


6 


* „ 45 7 0 8 N . 1 I | 


Souls, we are to addieſs our ſelves to God 
In Prayer, which is a ſpeaking to God. Se- 
condly, by Petition, which is begging of 
od whatſoever. we want, either for our 
Souls or Bodies. Fhirdly, by Interceſſion, 
that is praying for others. And laſtly, by 
{Thanktgiving, that is, ti praiſing and 
- bleſſing God for all his Mees, Whether 
to our own Perſons and thoſe that immedi- 
* ately relate to us, or to the Church and Na- 
tion of which we are Members; or yet 
more general to all Mankind. Thus by the 
Dutp of Prayer, we are made capable of ob- 
taining the Graces and Mercies we aſſt for, 
proviged we aſk in Faith and Sincerityy- 
"£27 «2% : _=_ OE». f 
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bim. I approve your Reſolution, fais 


Original Pilgrim. 33 
you to viſit this ſolitary Habitation 
Poverty and Neglect. Deſiderius re- 
ply'd, it's holy, Gain, moſt reverend _ 
Matron, that invites me hither; for 
being inform'd that the Love of God 
can not be found without your pious 
Inſtructions, I come with Defice to 
live under your Government in 4 
moſt reſign d Obedience, till Fam ca- 
pable by your Directions of finding 


Humility; but conſider well wha 
- undertake, leaſt our penurious Ui 
dition rowze up carnal Reluctanee, 
and you defire to return to wortelty 
Pomp and Plenty. Your Innoceneeg 
__ cries Deſiderius, is more inviting than 

- your Poverty is deterring; and both 
ſhew, that your religious Fortitede 
is inſuperable: Jou dare Neceflity 
with its hungry Attendants, Which 
mortal Courage can not face, Its 
an Exerciſe, fays Humility, which 
muſt qualify us for the immortal End, 
at which we aim, Poverty is indes 
our upbraided Crime by thoſe: tar 
believe not future Rewards; but the 
chat do are aſſured there was a Tims 
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when the great Controller of Fate 
condeſcended to become Man; that 
he livd in a vile and low Condition, 


and ſubmitted to the meaneſt Offices 


of humane Nature; which certainly 


he, who had the ſpacious Univerſe at 
- his Command, would not have cho- 
ſen, if Poverty were Vice. 1 am in- 


tirely convinc'd, reply'd Deſiderius, 
and beg your Prayers and Aſſiſtance, 
that I may perſevere in this and other 
igious Duties. You have them 
both, ſays the courteous Humility ; 
ſince you defire to make ſome 
* with us, I recommend you to 
Damſel that introduc'd you: It 
is her Buſineſs to take Care of Stran- 
gers, that they be inſtructed in the 


. 


Methods and Cuſtoms of the Family, 


aud if you ſubmit to our Diſcipline, 
vou will be the better able to perſe- 
vere in all other religious Duties. 


Deſiderius told her he was all Obedi- 
"ence, and that nothing ſhould make 


diſoblige her. Then addrefling 
himſelf to her in a more particular 
Manner; he deſir d her to give him 
, Account of her Self and Famil 


—— 


Original Pilgrim. 33 


over which ſhe prefided, that he might 
be able to give a ſatisfactory Anſwer 
to any Queſtion might be ask d him, 
when he ſhould leave the Place. Hu- 
mility readily comply d, and thus began. 

My Nare is Humility, my Father's 
* * Self: contempt, the $6n-of Self non 
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er Self. contempt, e. By this Genealogy of 
. - Humility we fe@ the ſeveral Steps or Degrees, 
„ > by;which-we mult apiye, at it. The. fiſt ig 
Jy 5 1 15 Self contempt $4 which. Virtue, we N. not be 
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to - own Meanneſsz the Thought of Which n- 


Tt __ thing more advancerly than aht Knowledge of 


Gad, eſpecialiy av hene cantider,. his Excel- 
Jence and our Unwerthineſs and Impetfection. 
The Birth- place oF Hynility's Anceſtors ſtill 
© ſuggeſts tous füftcher - Thoughts of bur on 
ne 8 Jy N ganneſs, to tir up In us A freontempt, in 

? # > Orgerta make: us Humble, Ihe, Conſidera: 
tionzof ping Zawelg mews we were nothing, 
till the . ungney Cteator flom 3 Feniflet? 
Nothing reauc'd us to a Beings The Thought 
of what we axeitells at once, at we are poor 
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refin'd with the Breath of Life, and 
the City he built he hath bleſſed with 7 


tive to theſe Things was his immenſe 
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36 Deſiderius, or the 1 
edge by his Wife the Knowledgeof God: © 
My Grandfather was born in a City 
call'd The Con ſideration of what I , 
what 1 am, and what I ſhall be: My * 
Grandmother in another City, call'd, 
The Conſideration of the Love of God, © 
The firſt of theſe Cities was built by 

the great Architect of the World, 
and is the moſt elegant and commo- 
dious Structure in it. How, ſaid De- 
federins! Is it conſiſtent with the Di- 


vine Maz:ſty to condeſcend ſo low as 
to meddle with the dirty Materials of 


the Earth 2 It's plain reply'd Humilit, 
from the Beauty of the whole Build. 2! 
ing, that it was the Contrivance of 
the Divine Mind, and inimitable by  : 
any mortal Hand. Nor need it ap- 
pear ſo wonderful, that the Majeſty + 
of Heaven ſhould condeſcend to buſy - 
himſelf in building a, Place of Secu- » 
rity. for that Part of the Creation, 
Man, whom he form'd out of the 
moſt dirty Part of it. This later he 


his. providential Care. The only Mo- 
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> Gvodneſs, which is always imployed 
to our Advantage; in Return for 
> which we are oblig'd to pay eternal 
Honour and Praiſe. And to advance 
our grateful Acknowledgment of theſe 
Bleſſings, and ſhew the Mightineſs of 
his Power, he hath out of the vileſt 
Materialz, Earth and Clay, raiſed the 
moſt glorious Structures ; that from 
the Elegance of his Work, compar'd 
with the Meanneſs of the Matter, he 
might the more ingage our Love and 
SGratitude. So gracious a Lord and 
good a Bene factor, cried Deſideri m, 
can not be ſufficiently admir d. But 
is there no danger of Affectation or 
Vain- glory in this Tribute of Honour 
and Praiſe? He that made all Things, 
reply'd Humility, can feat nothing; 
and as he is Perfection it ſelf, the 
Honour we pay is not a Vanity in 
ghim, but his Property, and of Right 
belongs to him: And how great ſo- 
ever the Honour we pay him may be, 
yet if we conſider- it as our Duty, 
and at the ſame Time reflect on his 
Omnipotence and immenſe Good- 
nels, we mult own we come ſhort 
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38 Deſiderius, or the 


he will be honour'd of us, not out of 
Vain- glory, but Juſtice; willing that 
every one ſhould have his due; and 
that Honour, Praiſe and Glory, being 
his Property, as the only Good, he 
expects them from us; which in any 
other would be Vain glory; and in 
detracting from, and uſurping that, 
which is the Property and Right of 
the great God of Heaven and Earth, 
He would be guilty of the greateſt 
Arrogance and Preſumptioͤn. 
Here Humility ſtop'd, to give De- 


fidiriu an Opportunity to animadvert 


on what ſhe had ſaid; and had he 
been as intent as he ought on theſe 
facred Lectures deliver'd by her, that 
Rebel to Reaſon, Ambition, had net 
invaded his chaſt Soul; for being 
more affected with the vain Thoughts 
of Government than Obedience, he 
thus brake Silence. Since you have 
been pleas'd, Holy Mother, to give 
meia complete Account of your: Self 
and Family, I beg the Fat our of you 
to acquaint me with the Rules ef your 
Houſe, that when it ſhall ſo fall af 
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in our Acknowledgment. Beſides, 
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At theſe Words a Flood 
trickled down Humility's Cheeks ; and 


riginal Pilgrim. 
I may be qualified for a Government 


my ſelf; for the Pleaſure of govern» 
ing muſt needs excel that 1 


, 


f Tears 


Deſiderius demanding the Cauſe of her 
"ſudden Grief, ſhe anſwer'd ; Its you 


e 


that force theſe Tears from my Eyes; 


for under an external Shew of Humi- 


lity lurk baſe Hypocriſy and Deſign; 


and notwithftanding your ſeeming 
Piety and Devotion, you are far from 


both. In vain have. you convers d 
- with me, ſince you entertain Thoughts 


and Deſires adverſe to God and his 


"beloved Jeſus , who in the whole 


"Courſe of his Life here on Earth ne- 
ver affected Dominion; but inftead 


of being ſerved, ſubmitted to the vile 


Condition of a Servant. How cala- 


mitous is the Caſe of thoſe that affect 
the Government of others, and at the 


ame Time are not Mafters of them- 


* 


ſelves! Wretched at the beſt is the 


tate of Government; being con- 


Mantly, attended with Care, Anxiety 
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pnd Fatigue; and, if not duly admi- 
niſtred, exchanged for eternal Igno- 
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= Deſiderius, or the 


miny and: Diſgrace : Nay after the 


moſt exact Deportment of Gover- 
nours, what Rewards do they meet 
with for all their Care and Sollici- 
tude, bur Murmuring , Diſcontent 


and Hatred? This you will ſee veri- 


fied in Fact, if you tarry amongſt us; 
and when you come to be ſenſible by 
what Methods I obtaind the Preſi- 
dence of this Place, you will not be 
fo fond of Government. When firſt 
I came hither, I purpoſed to lift my 
ſelf in the Condition of the meaneſt 
Servant and Attendant of the Family, 
and begg'd the Aſſiſtance of the di- 
vine Grace to ſtrengthen me in this 
holy Reſolution. Heaven heard my 
Prayers; and I may ſay, IL was ſtrictly 
join'd in a ſpixitual Matrimony wich 
this holy Virtue, which hath always 
continued to me a conſtant, faithful 
Spouſe and Comfort, by which means 
J arrived to this Promotion, with 
which you fee me inveſted, tho' I 
never ſought or defird it. _ 
By this Time Deſiderizs began to 
recover his Miſtake, and addrefling 
himſelf ro Humility with a moſt pro- 
„„ , found 
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© Original Pilgrim. 41 
found Reſpect and Penitence, begg'd 


ver- 

1eet her to forgive thoſe unchaſt Deſires 
ici- of Rule, which he inadvertently had 
tent expreſs'd. I have often, continu'd he, 
eri- turn'd my Eyes inward upon my ſelf, 
us; ſearch'd the moſt ſecret Rereſſes of 
by my Mind, and driven the vain 
eſi-. Thoughts of worldly Folly from 
be thence; but to my Shame and Sorrow 
irſt I find they invade the unguarded Soul. 


my | Pray Heaven forgive me this raſh Er- 
eſt © Tor, and guard me from thoſe black 
Incroachments of wild and lawleſs 
Ambition TH TH 


reply'd: Kind Heaven, my Son, who 


ture is atton'd by Penitence and Prayer. 
But have a Care of Ambition, it is 
the Mind's Immodeſty and an unrea- 
ih ſonable Exceſs of Hope. Curb its 

early Growth, or it will ſoon prove 
too mighty for thee; for if it once 
gets Poſſeſſion of thy Soul, it will 
prove an inſatiable Dropſy, whoſe 
flaming Thirſt will increaſe the more 
thou drinkeft to quench it. I thank 


42 Deſiderius, or the 
Jou, holy Mother, reply d Defderiur, 
for your kind Reproof, and comfor- 
table Caution; you have rowz d my 
Soul from a ſinful Lethargy, which 
would have been fatal. I ſtand cor- 
rected, for I plainly ſee, the only Way 
to be great, is firſt to be good ; and 
that Humility is the true Founda- 
tion of Superiority, _ You are in the 
Right, ſaid Humility ; and yet with- 
out a ſtrict Guard, Pride will inſinu- 
ate it ſelf, and Humility will prove 
but its Mask. For he that humblech 
himſelf with Deſign to be exalted, is 
the proudeſt of Mortals: And he that 
humbleth himſelf with the greateſt 
Sincerity, can not exalt himſelf, but 
muſt be exalted of others Pride and 
true Humility are really inconſiſtent, 
and at continual Variance For tho 
the proud Man to gain his End puts 
on the Shape of Humility, yet his re- 
al Deſign and Purpoſe is Pride; and 
when he has gain d this, the Mask of 
Humility is caſt off, and Pride ap- 
pears with her gawdy Train of Vice. 
And as Humility and Pride are incon- 
ſiſtent, ſo the Humiliation, . Heh 
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* Original Pilgrim. 43 
the proud Man aſſumes, is not really 
uch in it ſelf; for it is the Spirit of 
umility, which conſummates the 
&, and perfects the Intent of the 
umble Man, in debaſing himſelf, to 
nder him more acceptable to his 
the grand Exemplar of Hu- 
ility. 
1 Here again Humility ſtop'd to give 
De ſiderius Opportunity to digeſt her 
ſacred Admonition, who all the while 
paid a deep Attention, and in joyful 
Expectation of further Inſtruction, de- 
ſir'd her to proceed. Humility accor- 
ding to her uſual Courteſy readily 
omply'd, and thus went oon. 
My dear Spouſe, whom I lately 
ention'd, (for ſo I muſt always call 
that holy Virtue Reſolution) hath al- 
ways been, and is ftill very ſervice- 
fable in defending me from certain 
owerful and dangerous Neighbours. 
ere Deſiderius interrupted her haſtily, ' 
and ſaid ; my Guide, the Virgin, 
Diſregard, told me upon my firſt Ad- 
miſſion here of Seven good Neigh- 
Fours. Her Bufineſs reply'd Humility, 
ould not give her Leiſure to tell 
ou 
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you to me to inſtruct you in the reſt," 
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Heaven, to the Devil and his 0 5 And 


44 Deſiderius, or the. ; 


you all; and therefore ſhe introduced 


Jou muſt know then, that tho' we 7 
are bleſs d with the Converſation 911 
thoſe ſeven good Neighbours, ye" | 
from the other Side of the Deſert we, & 
are often infeſted with others of a di. A 
ferent Nature and Complexion. The} 7 
firſt of theſe Families is that of * Pride, 


4 g 5 8 
the Mother of it; who hath {ee <q 


”— 
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* Pride. The Greatneſs of this Sin ap. 
17 from the Puniſhment of thoſe that wer 
Nt" guilty of it, no leſs than the Loſs of 


as it was the/fi:ft and greateſt Sin, Io is it the 
. moſt proliſick and dangerous; for it: draws 
us to other Sins; wherein it ſhews itfelf in 
deed to be the direct contiary to Humility; 
for as that is the Root of all Virtue, ſo i ® 
this of all Vice. The proud Man ſets him-; @ 
Telf up as his own God, and will ſubmit u 
nothing but what he dictates to himlſeli, | 0 
The ungodly, fays the Plalmiſt, is fo proud, 
that he careth not for God; Pl. 10. 4. Whence 
it is plain, Pride makes him deſpiſe God; 8 
and when a Man is once come to that, he is *® 
Prepared for the Commiſſion of all Sins. s 
for thoſe Sins which more immediately and 
naturally flow from Pride, ſee the Series of 
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them ia the Text, and the Ngtes on them. 
WOT | 5 . Depu- a 


mous Creature calld T Negligence ; 
Who is ſometimes ſo weak and feeble 
rough Lazineſs, that we ean eaſily 
eep her at a diſtance; but at other 
Times, When ſhe has been indulg'd 
Ind well kept, we are * hard put to 


ants on Pride are Malice, 


* 1 2 3 1 


—— Y 4 * 105 


* Luft, æc. Theſe two Sins, the Luſt of 
were the Fleſh and the Luſt of the Eye, ſeem: rather 
ols of up be Antecedents and 4ſi/tants, than Deſcen- 
And nts from .. 5: 1 
it the 1 Negligence. Or Sloth may very properly 
draws ge called the Parent of Luſt; for it renders 
f 11+ s moſt liable to Temptation of any Vice 
ity; Fhatever, the Devil having more Power 
ſo i per the lazy than others, according to the 
him Id Adage: The Devil tempts every 1 5 but 
nit to | ih „and be tempts the Devil. 3 
mſel. * Hard, &c. The danger of Indulgence. 
proud, f | Malice, It is that which deſires to work 
henet is Neighbour Miſchief, tho' he gets No- 
God; ing by it; which is a helliſh Humour, and 
he is fireckly anſwerable to that of the Devil, 
As Who beſtows all his Pains to ruin others, tho? 
y and qe gets nothing by it himſelff. 
ies of CC 
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" Anger, Spiritual Sloth, and — 


12 
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ging; which are generally accompa. 


bee 4. meds 
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Anger. Nothing more plain than that 
this is an immediate Deſcendant from Pride, 


which the wile Man, Prov. 21. 24. deſcribe; 


as the Effect of it, calling it proud Wat); 
which proud Wrath is generally the Origin! 
of Strife and Contention, Prov. 40. 10. Which 
are indeed the moſt natural Effects of Pride; 
for he that thinks highly of himſelf, expect 
much Obſervance from others, and therefore 
rage and quarrel when ever he thinks i: 
not luthciently paid. TW þ 
T Spiritual-floth. It is a wretched Wear: 
nels and Indiſpofition to Prayer and oth: 
religious Duties; and ſeems to proceed mor: 
from Pride than any other Origin; for tt! 
proud Man can not be ſuppos'd to pay a Duty. 
to him whom he deſpiſeth, eſpecially whilt 


he taretÞ not for God. But let ſuch: conſide, 


that in this flothful Neglect they waſt Time 
that precious Talent, which was committed, 
to them by God to improve; and they wil 


too ſoon know what was the Doom of th? 
unprofitable Servant, Matth. 25. 30. Caſt bn, Þ 
znto utter Darkneſs. ' 9 


 * Grudging. This I take to be the ſam! 
with Euy; and if ſo, it admits of heing ta- 
ken in two fevers} Senfes. Pirſt, Envy « 
Grudging is a Repining or Sortow at th: 
Proſperity of another. * i 
. tractios 
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condly, It is a D. 8 
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med by Evik-aſpicion, and Raſh judg- 
ment. Theſe are our implacable Ene- 
mies, and watch all Opporcnniries of 
moleſting and betraying us: And not- 
ichſtanding the Height of our Walls, 
and the Strength of the Place, they 
often creep in, and lurk about the 
Houſe and Garden. But with the 
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Vail; 


rigin! help of my Spouſe Reſolution; we 
Whict drive them out. It hath frequently 
Pride; happened, before the Fear of God was 
our Porter, that when we have been 


expect 
gere fote 
Ainks h 
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Wer tration from the Excelleneies of others us. 
d mote a hen oo indea our. to ecliple the extraordi- 
* Apary Gifts or Indowments of others, but eſ- 
or i keel Grace 3 which I take to be the be 
ill 5 an of the Author here. 5 b N 
L Wade, Evil ſuſpicion. This and Raſb-judgment | 
+ Time., re not properly link'd: together. For when 
amitted 1 become ſo cenlorious as to think 
vey v, Fun of any one, we ere pot long in pronouns. 
\ of 11:28 ing Judgment, and generally as illand raſhly 
An bin grounded as our Thoughts“: This is very 
aht e, Contrary to that great Duty of Chatity, 
„ men as the Apoſtle | ſays, 1 Cor. 13. 5. 
oy 1 nnketh no Evil, 18 not 2 

ens La- is houghts of others, but 

, Wines bros all Things, 

De +5 
tractio! 1h © : | 
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buſy in driving out theſe Invaders, 


. lince the Porter fo diligently attends 


| for his End is the Security and Well- 


ſerve him; but the whole End and 


48 _. Deſiderivs, mths 
that wicked | Wretch Fain-glory hath 
thro' Neglect ſlip d in, and plunder'd * 


the Garden, leaving us in a famiſhing 


Condition. But how, cry d Deſade- 


rius, do theſe Enemies get Admittance, 


his Charge? They are, reply'd ſhe, - 


of a very vdlatile Nature; for having 
Wings they fly over our Walls, eſpe- 


cially in dark Nights, and ſurprize us; 


ſo that we are fore d to keep conſtant 


Watch. But why, ſays Deſiderius, 
ſhoutdTtheſe' be fo troubleſome Neighj- 
bours to this Family, which conſiſts? 


of Peace and Innocence, and is of- 


fenſive to no Body? It is not, replyd 
Humility, for our. own ſakes that they 
thus infeſt us, but for the ſake of the 
Love of Gd, who will not allow them 
to inhabit in any Place where he re- 
ſides: And indeed it is impoſſible he ' 
and they ſhould ever live together; 


IE. 
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ing of all that have the Honour to 


Purpoſe of theſe wicked Neighbouts 
ate Miſchief and Deſtruction: For 
905 dns 
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2 Original Pilgrim. 49 
having ſecur'd a firm Intereſt in the 
World, they are come to ſettle here 
in Hopes to ſubdue us: Tho alas: 


| le If they ſhould ſucceed, it would but 
= add to their Guilt; for the vaſt Pow- 
ends der they have already obtained in the 


like giddy Phaetons would involve all 
Things in their own Ruin. But, 


| 8 7 ; © „ . 
_ Thanks to the divine Protection, we 
Gan Pre ſecure ; for wherever the Love of 
oe | God reſides, or is profeſs d, thoſe Hag- 
1-4? poyes are not able to maintain their 
- of. Deſiderius was ſo charm'd with the 


"8: 
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£143 Uh Confidence and Dependance Humility 
P'Y® had on the Love of God, that he could 


Fern not forbear intreating her to diſcover 
7h by what Means ſhe drove away thoſe 
= ill Neighbours? I muſt” confeſs, re- 
bh he pl d Humility, it is neceſſary you 
ber: ſhould know but J fear your unte- 
i fin d Nature is not yet ſuſceptible of 
3 them. Whatever I may appear, ſaid 
7 : p Defiderins, believe me, I am wholly 
| bn devoted to your pious Will and Judg- 

For ment, and deſire nothing ſo much as 


to enter into the Love of God's Service. 
1 C Tell 


World they know not how to uſe, but 


» 


50 Deſiderivs, or the 
Tell me therefore, I beſeech you, 
how you expel theſe Neighbours that 
| are his Enemies, that wherever I meet 
them 1 may be arm'd againſt them. 
Since you are fo religiouſly impor- 
cunate, ſaid ſhe, I will no longer con- 
ceal from you the Secrets of my Con- 
duct, but inſtruct you in thoſe Exer- 3 —m̃ 
1 
| 


7 


ciſes, which muſt qualify you for his 
Service, which is the only Good. 
Upon my firſt coming here, that 
holy Virtue Reſolution, which I have 
before-mention'd, whilſt I deſpis'd the 
World, made me Miſtreſs of it; and 
dy frequent Faſtings and Caſtigations, 
of my ſelf, and a conſtant ſpontane- 
ous * Humiliation, I fo advanced in 
ſpiritual Strength, that having ſub- * 
” -dud my ſelf, made an eaſy Con- 
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e Humiliation. This is not only a deep 
unſeigned Sorrow for the Dunger we have 
brought upon our ſelves by Sin, but a Senſe 
and Abhborrence of our Baſeneſs and Ingra- 
titude in offending a good and gracious God, 
and making ſuch unworthy and unkind Re- 
N -—_ for thoſe- rich and tender Mercies of 
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Original Pilgrim. 51 
queſt of the grand Enemy of Man- 
kind, and was conſtituted Governeſs 
of this Place. The Family ſeeing I 
had no other End in all my religious 
Exerciſes, than the Service of the 
Love of God, joyfully acknowledg'd 
me their Miſtreſs, and became obedi- - 
ent to me. And thus with the Help 
of my holy Spouſe I govern this Place 
in Security and Peace. | 
Deſiderius now was more ſenſible of | 
his Miſtake in his former Conduct, 
and in a very abje& Manner threw 
himſelf at Humility's Feet, and begg'd 
ardon for his Faults: For, continu'd. 
he, I never till this bleſſed Oppor- 
tunity was ſenſible of my natural 
Weakneſs; my raſh miſguided Zeal 
has hurried me into many Errors, and 
without your Aſſiſtance I ſhall never 
be able to extricate my ſelf. Be pleas' 
therefore, holy Mother, to explain 
theſe divine Lectures, by ſome exter- 
nal Signatures and Examples, or my 


VInſtructions 
Humility wich an indearing Pity 


-rais'd him, and finding this Modeſty, 


2 * 8 ; * 


natural Hebetude will be incapable f 
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52 Delſiderius, or the 
in Deſiderius to be the happy Effet 
his Converſation with her, promis'd. ' 
to make her Inſtructions plain and 
ealy to him, and then proceeded. 
Before I was diſtingviſh'd here by the 
itle of Superior, I was well ac- 
quainted with the CharaQter and Con- 
dition of our dangerous Neighbours, 
but better ſince; by which lam at all 
Times ready to defend my Self and 
Charge againſt them. It happen'd 
one Night, that the Luſt of the Fleſh, 
one of Prides Deputies, by the Help 
of her Wings gor over the Wall, and 
mixing with the reſt of the Family, 
thought to conceal her ſelf; but ſhe 
was ſoon diſcover'd by her Bulkineſs 
to be none of us. Hearing a Noile, 
and the Occaſion of it, and not da- 
ring to confide in my own Strength, 
calld my Domeſticks about me, 
and, imploring the divine Grace, to 
aſſiſt me, I took my holy Spouſe with 
me. Demanding the Cauſe of her 
Intruſion, ſhe told me ſhe was be- 
nighted in her Way Home, and put 
in here for Refreſhment, I told her 
ſhe was more out of her Way here 
than 
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than before; for her Friend Indulgence 
never inhabited here. But ſaid I, 
ſince you are here, and require Re- 
freſhment, you ſhall, if you pleaſe, 
partake of the ſame Fare we eat; 
but you muſt expect no Dainties. 
She with a ſeeming Thankfulneſs ac- 
cepted our Repaſt, but ſoon ſhewed 
ber Diſlike of it by eating very ſpa- 
* ringly. You ſee our Way of Living, 
ſaid I to her; and if you have a Mind 
to continue amongſt us, you mult 
* ſquare your Life according to our 
Rules, For tho I am Governeſs here, 
it yet I injoin nothing to any of the 
| Family, which I will not readily do 
my ſelf. I am in Effect their Servant, 
and always contriving their good, by 
my own Example ſhe wing them their 
Duty. But if at any Time I find Ja- 
temperance Creep in amongſt us, I im- 
mediately call for the Rules of the: 
Houſe, which are faicly written in a 
Book given us by the Love of God, 
and deſign'd to curb all Irregularities 
in us. They are excellent Lectures. 
on Sobriety. and Temperance, and 
worthy your 7 Then cal- 
"© 1 ling. 
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54 | Deſiderius, or the 


ling for the Book, the Luft of the Fleſh 
taking the Advantage of the Meſſen- 
ger's opening the Door, took Wing 
and fled away. ASS, be 
Upon this /'effderias begg'd 2 Sight 
of the Buok, but Humility told him 
he might read that at his Leifure. 
In the mean Time, continu'd ſhe, I 
vill Inſtruct you in that Part of it, 
which relates ro the Government of 
dur Table. We are injoyn'd by the 
Love of God to eat in common; and 
in particular my felf am oblig'd to 
be content with what is ſer before us; 
and tho' I am diſtinguiſh'd from the 
reſt with the Note of Preſidence, I 
feed more ſparingly than the reft, 
and with Fear and Reverence eating 
of what is ſer before me, I always 
leave ſomething in the Diſh, ro ſhew 
my Graticude for what L have receiv'd, 
leaft by eating all I ſhould not ſeem 
content. And the better to inforce 
this great and neceſſary Virtue of 
Reftraintand Temperance an the reſt, 
I chooſe the left Portion of Food, 
and that which is worſt prepar'd. 
This Doctrine of Reſtraint is ſo apa 
* 3 
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ble to the Luſt of the Fleſh, that ſhe 
can not bear the Practice, no, not fo. 
much as the Hearing of it. And by. 
2 theſe Means we get rid of her. But 
beſides this Advantage of our tempe- 
rate Way of Living, there is another 
great Benefit, that accrues to us by 
it; for it is a great Check to unlaw- 
ful Thoughcs and Deſires, which by 
a luxurious Way of Living aſſault the 
| Mind; the Indulgence of the Body 
being too often the great Stimulator 
of the Soul to vile Practices, and ta- 
king off our Thoughts from the Con- 
templation of the divine Goodneſs. 
But by our ſtrict and abſtemious Re- 
imen cf Life, we are always at Lei- 
ure to meditate on, and transfer our 
Thoughts to the bleſſed; Jeſus, in the 
indearing Circumſtances of his moſt 
holy Life and Suffering for us: And 
being the leſs incumbred with uneaſy 
Cares and ſolicitous Vexations in pro- 
viding for this Life, we have the more 
Time to provide ſor and reflect on 
the State of the next; to ruminate on 
the Joys of Heaven, and dread the 
Torments of Hell; to deprecate God's 
i 4 4 . - Jade 
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Juſtice at the great Tribunal, and to 
prepare our ſelves for a good Account 

at the laſt Day. . "= 
Thus we defend our ſelves againſt 
one of Pride's Deputies, the Luſt » 
be Fleſh; but we can not be ſaid to 
bs ſecure, till we have ſubdu'd her 
Partner the Luft of the Eye; which of 
the two is the moſt dangerous Enemy; 
for ſhe furniſhes the Luſt of tbe Flejh 
with all Occaſions and Opportuni- 
ties of Miſchief, In this Conteſt I 
find my Spouſe of vaſt Uſe and Bene- 
fit; for without a holy Reſolution to 
reſiſt all external Allurements, we 
- ſhould be inſenſibly drawn into in- 
conceivable Danger. The firſt Time 
therefore that I ſaw this Luft of rhe 
Eye here, having been well inform'd 
of her miſchievous Nature, I told her 
plainly, ſhe muſt not expect to take 
up her Abode amongſt us: For, ſaid 
I, I am here but a Servant, and it is 
the Duty of Servants not to deſire Su- 
perflunies, or Things which they have 
not; but to be content with common 
Neceffaries, and not curious even in 
the Choice of them, but to be m_ 
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ful for them, how mean ſoever they 
be. To this Condition of Life J joy- 
fully ſubmit for the ſake of the Love 
of God, of whoſe Service I ſhould be 
= unworthy, it I did not obey his holy 
Dictates. To aſſiſt me therefore in 
the Performance of my Duty, and the 
ſubduing this Luft of the Eye, he hath 
carefully- inſtructed me in that moſt 
uſeſul and charming Virtue * Modeſty, 


. 


* Iodeſty, It is indeed the Guardian of 
the Mind, makes us not only abſtain from. 
all manner of Uncleannels, but tom the Oe 
caſion of it. It ſets a Guard upon cur Eyes, 

according to that of. our Saviour, Matthew: 
5. 28. He that looketh upon a Woman to Inſt” 
after her, bath committed Adultery with hes al. 
ready in his Heart; and upon our Hand, as 
appears by what Chriſt adds in.eſe 30. 1 
thy Hand offend thee cut it off: So allo upon 
our Tongues, that they ſpeak no immodeff 
Words, Eet uo corrupt Communication proceeds? 
out of your Mouth, Ephel. 4. 29. Nay. upon, 
our veiy Thoughts and Fancies; we muſt not 
entertain any unchaſt Thoughts or Imagina- 
tions. And by thus checking the Beginnings: 
af Temptation; and caſting away the very 
TS fuft Thoughts of the Luſt of the Eye with. 
Indignation, we are ſecure from wicked Acts. 
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which is a Check to all unchaſt and 
inordinate Deſires, and forbids me ſo 
much as to look upon that, which it 
is not lawful for me to deſire. When- 
ſoever therefore I ſee any Thing tem- 


pting to the Eye, tho' elevated with 


the greateſt Luſtre and Appearance 
of external Beauty, I ſtraightway re: 


collect the Excellency of the Love of 


God, who hath fo often inculcated 


and earneſtly prefs'd to me the Ami- 


ableneſs of the bleſſed Jeſus, who is 
the Centre of my Love and End of all 
my Wiſhes: And thus withdrawing 
my Eyes from all worldly Splendour, 


and fixing them on Him, Iam guarded 


againſt Temptation. By this Guard 
of Modeſty, and the Strength of my 


holy Spouſe Reſolurion, J gain an in- 


tire Victory over theſe two Deputies 
of Pride, the Luft of the Fleſb, and the 
Luft of the Eye. "> [M62 

But their Principal Pridꝭ is the moſt 


dangerous Enemy we have to incoun- 


ter; who is watchful to inſnare us, 


even in the beſt of our Actions: And 


being attended with variety of Fol- 
lowers, ſhe was at firſt very apt to im- 


| _ poles. 
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ſe on us; eſpecially with the Help 
of a certain Damſel call'd * Evil mu- 
lation, who conſtantly came with her, 
and under the Habit of the ſtricteſt 
Virtue had betray'd our Novices into 
great Inconveniencies, if I had not 
ept in to their Relief, Seeing Pride- 
very buſy one Day in our Family, 
and knowing her Deſign, I told her 
very plainly ſhe muſt expect no other: 
Treatment than'that of a Servant a- 
mongſt us; to which Condition we 
all chearfully ſubmitted ; but if ſhe 
expected any Honour or Note of Di- 


ſtinction, ſhe would meet with the 
utmoſt Contempt. Once the addre ſs d 
her ſelf to me under Pretence of 
Complaint: You would pity me, cry d 
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'* Fvuil-emulation. The Word Emulation ac 
cording to Cicero is uſed in a double Senſe,, 
In bonam ac malam. Partem accipitur. Tho? in 

a2 Chriſtian Senle it will hardly admit of the 
Epithet Good, it Quintilian be right, who: 
lays, Emulatio laude excitatur: Emulation is: 
_Rirryd up by Praiſe: Which Chriſtians are: 
not to be fond of, nor indeed any Man merely: 


Moral. . K 


— 


Deſiderius, or the 

he, if you knew how ill I am treated 
by thoſe to whom I am not inferiour 

in Age or Wiſdom. That is your 
Fault, reply'd I; for if you had be- 
hav'd your ſelf as became a Servant, 
you would: have made a good Ule of 
all Indignicy, and thought the worſt 
that could have befallen you but your, 
due, Learn to know your Diſtance ; 
and be aſſur'd, that the Chaſtiſements 
of Superiours are intended for Good, 

ſo long as the Maſter maintains his 
Character; but if he once allows an 
unbecoming Familiarity with his Ser- 
vants, he will not long continue a 
Superiour; and that Familiarity will 
not be imputed to Humility, Love or 
Affability, but to Weakneſs and Ina- 
bility to govern; from whence will 
accrue not only Contempt to himſelſ, 
but great Detriment to his Servants, 
Who know not how to make a right 
Uſe of their Liberty. This I know by 
Experience in my ſelf; for ſhould I 
& indulge my Aﬀections, which ought. 
to be Servants to my Reaſon, I ſhould. 
| ſoon be inſlav'd by worldly Pleaſures 
But my heavenly Maſter chides and- 
9. | Corxrects 
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corrects me, that I may not be ex- 
pos'd to that Danger and Ignominy, 
to which my Will would hurry me; 
and out of his great Love to my Soul 
inſtructs me to keep my Body in Sub- 
jection, and treat it as a Servant. 
Tho Pride ſaw: me thus prepard 
and arm'd againſt all her cunning In- 
ſinuations, yet ſhe was reſolv'd to at- 
tempt me in another Diſguiſe; and 
putting on the Habit of her Attendant 
Grudging, ſhe perſu'd her Complaint 
under Pretence. of Partiality and In- 
juſtice, be ing ſuperſeded in Command 
by thoſe that in all Reſpects were her 
Inferiours, whilſt ſhe was ſubjected to 
the moſt {laviſh Condition, But, con- 
tinu'd, the, they that deſerve beſt are 4 
worſt treated. Finding her begin to * 
grow clamerous, I thought it high 
Time to ſilencę her, which I did thus, 
When I retir'd from the World to this 
Society, it was with an Intent to 
obey, not to govern, I reſign'd my; 
ſelf intzrely to Obedience, and flill. g 
perſue it; ſor, the ſake of him, who' Þ 
call d me hi;her, and who will notſo, 
much expect an Account of my De- 
JJ%)J%%%V%VVVVVVVVV ( 
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portment in governing, as in obeying 
thoſe divine Precepts he hath given 
me tc obſerve ; and whether I have 
paid that juſt Deference and Reſpet | 


to my Superiours, which he has in- 
join'd. This is my Buſineſs, and I re- 
ſolve to do my Duty in the Station 
my heavenly Maſter has plac'd me, 
and indeavour that all under my Care 
do the fame. And this I know for 
my Incouragement, that the happy 
State, in which this Family is, is a 
certain Token of Salvation ; that is, 
a State of Submiſſion, Humility and 
Obedience, and from which none can 
fall, but they that ambitiouſly aſpire 
to Greatneſs. Hence it is that we | 
have no Cauſe of Complaint, ' but ra- 
ther of Thankſgiving and Praiſe ro Þ 
our great and merciful God, who hath 
withdrawn us from thoſe dangerous 
Temptations of Honour and Gran- 
- Mar, with which the World blinds the 
Eyes of poor Mortals, that fo eagerly. 
. perſue their own Ruin. Of this St. 
Auguſtine was ſo ſenſible, that he look d 
upon his Promotion and Preemi- | 
nence above others, as a Mark of 
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Original Pilgrim. 
God's Diſpleaſure: And, fays 
3 ity to Deſiderius, you will be of this 
Opinion when you conſider to what 
* Temptations a proſperous and exalted 
Condition of Life is apt to betray 
Mankind, more than that of Humi- 
* lity and Receſs. And therefore as 
Pride, who deſires nothing ſo much 
as Dominion, is more prone to, and 
| Capable of doing us Miſchief than all 
other Enemies, we are more watch- 
ful to guard againſt her, And that 
ou may be provided againft the fy 
nſinuations of her and her two A ffi- 
ſtants, let me give you theſe few In- 
ſtructions. EY 
Whenever you find the Luft of the 
Fl:ſb complaining for Want of due. 
Nouriſhment, or being ill ferv'd, tell 
her, that they, which have more than 
they deſerve, have no Reaſon to com-. 
plain; and that the moſt humble an 
religious think, themſelves unworth 
of the left Comforts The enjoys. Wit 
what Confidence then can ſhe expe 


* 


or deſire better, who being f-;chful, 


irreligious and ingrateful, deſerves 
not Bread and Water? The ſame Ar- 
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gument will ſerve againſt the Lat of 
the Eye; who, though ſhe injoys all 


Things, deſerves Nothing. Her De. 
ſigns are as unſatisfied as the Sea, and 
oppoſite to that ſpiritual Poverty the 


holy Jeſus hath injoin'd. 


But when Pride her ſelf ſhall attack 


You, reproach her thus. What is it 
thou would'ſt have, infatiate Wretch, 


more than thou already doſt injoy 2 
Has not the Almighty permitted thee 
to accumulate all the Honours the 
World can afford, and yet wouldſt 
thou incloſe us, who have renounc'd 
the World, within thy unchaſt Im- 


braces? Wouldſt thou climb to Hea- 
ven, from. whence thy Father Luci- 


fer fell? Be aſſur d thou wilt ſhare his 
Puniſhment, and be plung' into the 


Abyſs of Darkneſs with him. Thou 


aſpireſt to the Greatnels, but not the 


” Goodneſs ofthe Almighty; and wouldſt 


be equal to him in Power, But in- 


vert thy Eyes, and thou wilt be forc'd 


to acknowledge, that thou injoyeſt 


more than thou deſerveſt. Be content 


with what thou haſt; and know, that 


» 
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tho' thy Defign in coming here is to 
do us Miſchief, yet God in his infi- 

2 nite Goodneſs thereby gives thee an 
Opportunity to repent, and be one 
oF BS +1 © ED 7 155 
This is the Method you muſt uſe in 
ſubduing theſe three vicious Neigh- 
| bours; and when you are perfect in 
it, you will eafily Conquer Negligence, 
| the Mother of them, who is no leſs 
troubleſome than the others, and 
too often infeſts our Family with her 
Company. Sometimes ſhe creeps in 
when we are at Work; but as ſoon 
as 1 ſpy her, I tell her we have no 
Room for ſuch as indulge themſelves 
in Idleneſs and Eaſe, which are de- 
clared Enemies to Diligence and In- 
duſtry: That whoever enters here, 
muſt come as a Servant, and chear- 
fully perform their Portion of Work 
whether by Night or Day; that by. 
Labours, Watching and Faſting they 
my be kept under, leaſt they grow 
| inlolent and kick againſt their Ma- 
| fter. And when I perceive any to 
| grow lazy and dull, I make uſe of 
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8 A certain Spur, call'd “ Fear, to rowze be 


them to their Duty. This the Love 
of God gave me, not only to exerciſe 
on my Charge, but on my ſelf too; 
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and, I thank him, it anſwers the End. m 

T ask'd her one Day, whether ſhe 
thought the Kingdom of Heaven was ir 
to be purchas'd by eating, drinking, o 
and a diſfolute Way of Living? Se o 
faid, ſhe could not affirm it. Why Fir 
then, ſaid I, do you not become one tl 
of us, who in Imitation, as far as we v 
| are able, of our bleſſed Lord Jeſus, 11 
| 1ndeavour to enter into his Glory by © 
' HSufferings? For if we, that are Mem- r 


| * Fear. This is of great Uſe to Servants 

| that have any Senſe of their Duty. For 
Fear of offending will ſometimes make a 
- Servant diligent, or at leaſt Fear of Puniſh- 
ment. Surely then this Spur of Fear will 
anſwer much more with the Servants of God, 
when they confider, that, by Neglect of their 
Duty, they not only offend a merciful and 
racidus Lord and Maſter; but a Lord and 

aſter that hath Power to puniſh, not only 

Here with Sickneſs, Pain and all temporal 

| Afflictions, but in Hell with everlaſting 
Torments. ; | 
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bers of him, ſhould deviate from the 
Example of bim our Head, we are 
never like to be united with him. 
Our Way therefore to his Kingdom 
muſt be thro' Afflictions, Labours and 
Contempt of the World; otherwiſe, 
inſtead of being Sharers of the Glory 
of his Reſurrection, we ſhall be cut 
off as rotten Membets, and plung'd 
in everlafting Miſery. The life of 
the Holy Jeſus, which is cur Pattern, 
was one continued Series of Suffer- 
ing; for after the moſt contemptu- 
ous Treatment from thoſe he came to 
redeem, he was ſcourg'd, ſpit on, 
and tho' without Sin, like a Thief 
executed in the moſt infamous Man- 
ner, All this we muſt undergo, if he 
demands it, or we muſt never expect 
to reign with him, the King of Glory 
and Prince of Peace. | 

Sometimes this lazy Wretch will” 
creep into our Oratory; and there by 
complaining of the Fatigue of our 
holy Exerciſes indeavour to corrupt 
and diſcourage our Family: But 1 
| ſoon rowze her, telling her that true 
Religion is ſenſible of no Wearineſs; 

Os and 
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and if ſhe conſider'd the Greatneſs of 
the Reward for Sufferings here, the 
would think all the Severnies of Liſe 
too ealy, and in humble Gratitude 
cry out with the holy Pſalmiſt, bat 
Reward ſhall I give unto the Lord, for 
all the Benefits he bath. beſtowed on me? 
What would I not ſuffer for the ſake 
of my deareſt Lord and Saviour, who 
to ranſome loſt Mankind from Sin, 
ſubmitted to the vileſt Condition of 
humane Life, and at laſt to Death? 
Out of his immenſe Love to me he 
chearfully under went the painful State 
of Nature in its greateſt Inconveni- 
encies, not for an Hour, a Day or a 
Night, but three and thirty Years. 
Three Hours he hung on the Croſs 
in Torment inexpreſſible, and inſup- 
portable by any but, himſelf. But 
nothing can more advance the Great- 
neſs of this Benefit than the mighty 
Diſparity between him and us. He a 
heavenly King; we poor miſerable 
Slaves: He an innocent Lamb with- 
out Spot; we guilty Sinners, defiled 
with all Impurity. And ſhall we think 
it hard to ſuffer a ſhort Time for 8 
TS | nere 
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here on Earth, who deſcended from 
his Throne of Majeſty in Heaven to 
complete our Salvation by ſuffering 
for us? Be gone lazy Creature, and 
approach this ſacred Threſhold no 


more, till thou haſt put on a better 
Mind. 
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After this manner I deal with her, 

and ſhe being not able to bear theſe 

= boly Admonitions leaves us, with no 

*Z ſmall Diſcontent, that ſhe is not ca- 

Z pable of doing us further Miſchief, 

But that, which moſt effectually 
rives her from hence, is my earneſt 


reſſing the neceſſary Duty of ſuffer- 
ing for the Lord with a Readineſs of 
| Mind and ſpiritual Joy; for we are 
taught, that They are curſed, who do the 

| Work of the Lord negli gent iy. Not that 
God requires forc'd and extorted Sa- 
crifice and Service from us, but ſuch 
as proceeds from a cheartul free Will, 
ang ſincere Heart. „5 
But tho' I thus defeat and get rid 
of this wicked Creature, yet are we 
not out of Danger; for ſhe hath moſt 
pernicious Relations, who often aſ- 
fault us, and we are hard put to it to 
| 3 defend 
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defend our ſelves againſt them. The 
chief of theſe is Malice, a Monſter in- 
deed, that delights in doing Miſchief 
for Miſchief's ſake, and acquires no 
Advantage thereby to her ſelf, She 
is conſtantly attended by her Daugh- 
ter Anger, who is of a moſt boiſter- 
- ous and impetuous Spirit. That you 
may be able to guard your ſelf againſt 
her, I will inſtruct you in my Way 
of managing her. Theſe, as I told 
you before, have Wings, and eaſily 
fly over the Wall; but when they get 
in, the Alarm is given, and I am cal- 
led to the Aſſiſtance of my Family. 
The firſt Argument I uſe to Malice is 
Cbarity, which I thus preſs to her. 
© Receive that heavenly Grace into thy 
"Boſome, that kind Softner of the 
Proud, and Comfort of the Meek: It 
will appeaſe thoſe tumultuous Seorms, 
that vex thy Soul; will melt thee into 
Love towards thoſe thou perſecuteſt 
with Hatred, and regulate all inordi- 
nate Paſſions. Let Charity preſide in 
thy Breaſt, and thou wilt find it 4 
Bleſſing ſubject to no Decay: For 
"when conſtant Faith ſhall be _ 
GRE} e 
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ed with a happy Certainty, and holy | 
-H-pe, be crown'd with eternal Joy, 
triumphant Charity, the greateſt of 
the Three, ſhall ſurvive, preſerve her 
Nature and Office, and ſtand before q 
the Hoft of Heaven diſtributing Bleſ- 
ſings, when Time ſhall be no more. 
Buc alas! This Argument was un- 
avoury to her Palate, and too ſub- | 
lime for her groſs Apprehenfion: 
Therefore I accotted her very bluntly, 
and told her, that if ſhe expected any 
Reception amongſt us, ſhe muſt ſub- 
mit to the Condition of a Servant, 
and look for no more than what N 
mould deſerve; nay, that the worſt 
ſhe could ſuffer was not ſo bad, as 
what ſhe merited: That the Chaſtiſe- . 
ments of a Maſter were for the good 
of the Servant, and that the Severities 
of his Brow were but the Prognoſticks 
of a future favourable Aſpect. Re- 
gard me in the Poſt I am, and thou 
wilt find, cho I am Governeſs here, 
1 am the greateſt Slave; for their 
Wellbeing is my greateſt Care, and 


my Thoughts are conſtantly imployed - 
wh'they 
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than I do my ſelf, when they charge 


72. Deſiderius, 
ſleep, and when they wake excite 
them to their Duty: And tho' they 
ſometimes reproach me with Severity, 
I perſiſt in my Reſolution to take 
Care of them, and forget all Oblo- 
quies. They can not afflict me more 


me with affecting Superiority. I ex- 
erciſe them with Duties neceſſary to 
preſerve them from Temptation; and 
when they fail, I examine my ſelf 
with the ſtricteſt Scrutiny, whether 
my Remiſsneſs hath not been the 
_ Cauſe of their Neglect. But for any 
Contempt that can be caſt upon me, 
I efteem it as a Mercy; for it makes 
me look into my- ſelf, and try whe- 
ther I have not deſerv'd it. Thou 
may ſt, wretched. Malice, cry'd I, 
charge me with unkind Reflections 
on thee and thy Attendants; but 
alas! I have no perſonal Pique a- 
gainſt any of you; your Immorali- 
ties are the Object of my Invectives. 


* 


Do you expect, that I, who profeſs 
my ſelf the Servant of God, can con- 
ſent to cohabit with you, who are 

Servants of the Devil? What Rela- 
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tion is there between Virtus and Vice, 
Sin and Innocence? Were you of our 


Family, I ſhould be obligd to love 
you; but as you are Enemies to us, 
am obliged to proſecute you with a 
ſpiritual Hatred, in Hopes of reclaim- 
ing you.. 8 
For this Cauſe I am continually 
peſter'd with theſe malicious Crea- 
cures; but there is another of them as 
dangerous, as any of the reſt; and 


that is Envy, a grumbling, pouting, 


diſcontented, ſullen Inſect, always re- 


pining at her on Condition, tho 
never ſo happy, and grudging what 


others injoy. She came one Day 


whining and complaining of great 


Injuſtice done her, who, ſhe thought, 


| deferv'd: as well as the beſt! Þ was 
fore d to take her up ſhort, atid told her 
ſne wanted Content and Charity; 
both which would inſtruct her, that 


ſne ought to rejoyce at the Proſperity 
of her Neighbours, and pray to God 
that theit exalted Condition might 
not be a Snare to them: But if the 
would make a right Uſe of the Mer- 
cies and Comforts the her ſelf injoy'd, 
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The ought humbly to thank Heaven 
for them, and pray for their Continu- 
ance, which nothing would ſooner 
forfeit than the envying ber Neigh- 
bour's Felicity, But, continu'd I, if 
thou would'ſt aim at folid Good, look 
up to the Holy Jeſus, make him the 
Object of thy Thoughts and Love; 
and conſider him as the only Trea- 
ſure worthy thy Deſire. Let others 
hunt the World under the various 
Proſpects it affords; Chriſt is the on- 
ly Good. With him there is no Di- 
ſtinction between the Rich and the 
Poor ; the Ugly and the Beautiful; 
but all are equally amiable. and ac- 
ceptable to him, who approach him 
with true Humility. We envy not 
thoſe great ones, who wallow in 
Plenty, and outſhine us in external 
Splendour; for how mean ſoever we 
may appear to the World, we are in- 
dued wich a ſpiritual Magnanimity, 
that ſets us above the Deſite of tem- 
727 Goods, and teaches us, that the 
ove of God is preferable to all fa- 
ding, tranſitory Joys. If therefore 
thou would'lt be truly great praiſe 
Humility, 
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Original Pilprim. 75 
Humility, which will inſtru& thee 
how to conquer thy ſelf, and then 
thou wilt eaſily learn how to ſubdue 
all other Enemies; till which Time 
thou att the greateſt Enemy to'thy 
U | 
Whilſt I was thus arguing with 
Envy, I ſpy'd behind her à Siſter of 
the ſame Name, but for Diſtin&ion 
was call'd, the Envy of ſpiritual Gifts 
in others. They are very much alike, 
and differ only in this; that whereas 
the Elder was always repining at the 
temporal Bleſſings others injoy'd, this 
grudg'd the Diſtribution of ſpiritual 
Gifts and Indowmients, ſo conſpicu- 
ous in our Family. She ſeeing I had 
done talking with her elder Siſter, 
advanc'd towards me with a pert Al- 
ſurance, and demanded, whether any 
of our Society outſhin'd her in Acts 
of Goodneſs; and why ſhe, who was 
remarkable for Piety and Virtue, could 
not have free Ad mittance at all Times 
amongſt us? Your Aſſurance, an- 
{wer'd I, very gravely, is falſly ground- 
ed. Pray let us reaſon the Cafe fairly 
aiſle and without Hear: Do you think we 
uy, 2 » 3 . 8 D 2 | _ 
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affect theſe religious Reſtraints and 
corporal Auſterities for the ſake of 
Applauſe, or that we eſteem our ſelves 
better than others? Or that the 
World, out of an Opinion of our 
Sanctity, ſhould more readily admi- 
niſter-to us a greater ſhare of tem- 
poral Goods? Nou wrong us vaſtly, 
if you think ſo; for we have no o- 
ther End in ſerving and pleaſing God, 
than that he may beglorified in all our 
Actions: And it is the Subject of my 
daily Prayers that he would ennume- 
rate his ſpiritual Gifts to this holy Socie- 
ty, that we may advance in our Praiſes 
and Thankſgivings, and meet our bleſ- 
ſed Redeemer with that ardent Love, 
Which may make our Duty our De- 
light, our Obedience our Choice, 
and incline our Hearts to his holy Will 
and Pleaſure. Our Deſires are cir- 
cumſcrib'd within the Bounds of Pro- 
vidence, and we pray that his Will, 
not ours may be done. But if it pleaſe 
him to inlarge his Graces to us, we 
imploy them according to his Dire- 
ction; our only aim being to live to | 
him, who died for us. If at any Time | 


Original Pilgrim. 
E ſee a larger Diſtribution of God's 
ſpiricual Benefits to others than I in- 
joy, I conclude my felf unworthy of 
them, and that in his allwiſe Provi- 
dence he hath transferr'd them to 
thoſe, who would better improve em, 
and inſtead of envying them, as thou 
doſt thoſe that injoy them, I bleſs his 
holy Name for his wiſe Diſpenſation, 
and indeavour by a due Examination 
of my own Want of Merit to deſerve” 
them. 2 6 5 3 85 
Thus I manage thoſe unruly Crea- 

tures, and if they perſiſt, I ſtop their 
outragious Clamours, by urging my 
intire Reſignation to the Will of my 
bleſſed Jeſus, and reſolve to be cen 
tent with his holy Diſpenſations. 
- Defiderim thinking himſelf ſuffi- 
ciently arm'd againſt all Enemies, 

ſir d Humility to diſpatch him away to 
the Love of God; but ſhe with her 
uſual Tenderneſs reprov'd him, and 
told him he had not all his Inſtru- 
ctions: For, continu'd ſhe, you have - } 

ore Enemies yet to incounter, par- 

icularly piritual Sloth, another Rela- 

jon of Malice. She is indeed the 
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93 Deſiderius, or the 
worſt of the whole Family, and a 
great Hindrance to our ſpiritual Good, 
when ſhe gets in amongſt us. She 
will ſeem as forward as any in the 
beginning of our religious Exerciſes, 
but ſoon grows cool and nauſcates 
them. And when 1 ſtir her up to 
Watchfulneſs, Attention and divine 
Contemplation, ſhe thus upbraids me. 
How can you be ſo cruel to your ſelf 
and others, ro extort a Duty from 
them beyond the Ability of Nature? 
Are you not almoſt frozen wuh the 
Severity of the Seaſon, and your very 
Senſes benumm'd with Cold? Why 
then do you offer this Violence to your 
ſelves, which, inſtead of being ac- 
ceptable to God, does but provoke 
and tempt him? You know, it is a 
voluntary and chearful Sacrifice that 
he requires, and that extorted Ser- 
vices are no ways pleaſing to him. 
Knowing her Temper well, I am 
not unprovided of an Anſwer, and 
thus reply. Be gone, ſlothful Wretch, 
and think not to ſeduce us by thy la- 
zZy Example. God requires no more 
of us, than We ate able to perform; 
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Original Pilgrim. 79 
and if at any Time he withdraws his 
| Grace from us, it is but to try our na- 

tural Strength; which, tho it may 


9 ſometimes fail, yet if we perſue our 


Duty with true Sincerity of Mind, he 
reduplicates his conſolatory Grace to 
aſſiſt us in the Performance of it. In 
vain thou blameſt us for the Auſteri- 
ties we impoſe on Nature: Can we 
too dearly purchaſe the Blefling o 
God's more immediate "Preſence in 
our holy Oratory? What Severities 
do you of the World decline in the 
Perſuit of Wealth and Honour? And 
ſhould not we ſubmit to a few humane 
Inconveniencies, for injoying the Pre- 
ſence of the Divine Majeſty 2 Tho” 
we labour under Cold and Abſtinence, 
3 ou know, idle Creature, there is a 
| holy and chaſt Fire, call'd the Love 
of God, which warms and cheriſhes 
us beyond ail earthly Comforts 5 to 
which whilſt we approach with Re- 
verence and Ardency, we feel the 
bleſſed Effects of it infinitely ſuperi- 
our to all worldly Felicity. But if we 
recede from it, we are frigid indeed, 
| the further we retite from it, rhe 
Tp We, 2 2 more- 
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more comfortleſs we are. This you 
may look upon as perſonal. Interett 


and Concern ;- but herein you are a- 


gain miſtaken; for our Prayers, Con- 


templations, and other ſpiritual Ex- 
erciſes tend not ſo much to the De- 
ſire of our preſent Benefit and Eaſe, as 
to the Love of the divine Mind. We 
are ſenſible of the great Debt we owe 
to his Goodneſs, and all we can offer 
is ſhort of his due. His Mercies are 
our daily Comfort, and ſince to him 
we owe the preſent Injoyments, and 
Proſpect of a happy Futurity, we can 
not expreſs our Gratitude for them, 
but in the moſt ardent Perſuit of his 
Love, which to the Sincere is charm- 
ing and ingaging in the greateſt Af- 
flictions of Nature. * *' © 

. Spiritual-ſloth finding her ſelf not 
able to oppoſe theſe Reaſons, and 


that all her Arguments were too weak 


to ſeduce me from my Duty, indea- 
vour'd all ſhe could to create a Miſ- 
underſtanding between 'me and my 
Family; to accompliſh which ſhe calls 
in to her aid the miſchievous 'Twin- 
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who made it their Buſineſs to raiſe a2 


u 

& IF, Diſcord amongſt us, and by foment- 
ing Jealouſies and raſh Cenſures, to- 

5 provoke and tempt us to Murmuring, 

1 Diſcontent, and vile Detraction. Bue 
. by the help of my faithful Spouſe Re- 

1s ſäolution, L am always furniſh'd with an» 

'e = Anſwer to their malicious Suggeſti- 

2 ons. You ſpread your Nets in van, 

, ſaid I, to betray any of us into a ſin- 


a ful Imitation: For we allow not Ser- 


n vants to cenſure their Governeſs, or 
any of her holy Companions. As for 
n my own Part, I am ſorrowfully ſen- 
„ ſible when inordinate Affections or 
is Paſſions aſſault my better Judgment, 
- and humbly thank the divine Mercy 


which protects me from the Ruin they 


= intend, For which Reaſon I am al- 

i: ways upon the Watch, and diligently. 
d ſearch and examine my Conſcience, . # 
| * leaſt they make any Settlement there. 4 
As to what reſpects my Charge, I am 
careful to take the ſafeſt Method, and 

to think the beſt of them, making this 
: my Rule, Charity thinketh no ill; and 
„ © whilftI have no Cauſe to complain of». | 
„ wdhem, it is but juſt T 4 80 think well 
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of them: And herein I have the Ad- 
vantage of theſe malicious Siſters ; 
that whereas they raſhly condemn 
their Neighbours, I entertain chari- 
table Thoughts of them, till I have 
Reaſon to the contrary, Thus they 
go upon incertain Jealouſies, whilſt I 
proceed on wary Tenderneſs;. in their 
Way they may do Wrong to others; 
but in mine I am ſure to do Injuſtice 
to none. OT 
The Argument hitherto relates on- 
ly to indifferent Perſons; but when 
we come to ſpeak of thoſe of Diſtin- 
ction, the Caſe alters. People in a 
private Capacity may (but with Cau- 
tion and Tenderneſs) inſpect into and 
diſcant onthe Miſcarriages of Equals ; 
but when they debate on the Conduct 
of Superiours, ir ought. to be done 
with Fear and Reverence: And if 
they be ſuch as are by God inveſted 
with Supremacy over us, we muſt con- 
fider, that he hath given them their 
Commiſſion to govern, and his Law 
being their Rule, if they tranſgreſs 
it, they are accountable to none but 
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Nor are Superiours to be haſty and 
„rigid in their Sentiments of Subordi- 
n 3} nates, leaſt by ungrounded Suſpicion 
- they ſometimes put the innocent Per- 
e |} ſon upon commuting what he never 
intended, or perhaps never heard of 


/ before. This hath been the Caſe of 
r ſome Women, whoſe Virtue was ne- 
ver tainted, till the groundleſs Jealou- 
ſy of cheir Husbands bertray'd them to 
what they once abhorr'd; which in- 


- |& deed verifies that of Seneca, Suſpicion 
n bas causd many to offend, We ought 
- |= with the moſt tender regard to con- 
a ſider, whether the ill Actions of others, 


1 


proceed from an evil Mind, or from 
a good Intention; whether from Un- 
adviſedneſs and Ignorance, or from 
humane Frailty and ſome natural De- 
fect? In all theſe there is no Ground 
for a raſh Cenſure or uncharitable 
Determination; but, inſtead of that, 
to bewail, and for the Lowe of God to 
commiſerate the Failings of our 
Neighbours. 5 855 
But beſides, ſuppoſing their Actions 
to be openly. and intentionally evil, 
we are to conſider, that theſe Things. 
” 5 are 
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are permitted by the ſecret Will of 
God, by whoſe Providence all Things 
are diſpos'd and directed beyond our. 
Apprehenſion. Therefore as God on 
His Part never ceaſes to prompt and 
Incline us to good Works, fo we are 
to conſider, that he ſometimes ſuffers 
Evil to be committed, which may in 
the End conduce to the Benefit of the 
fallen Perſon, or of thoſe that behold 
his Failings. Be tender therefore in 
thy Cenſure of others; for know, 
that he, who takes upon him to judge 
others, uſurps the Property and Right 
of God. Conſider the Fate of him, 
who attempted to be like God; and 
that he, who judges others is in great 
Danger of being himſelf condemn'd. 
is the Duty of Servants to mind 
their Maſter's Buſineſs; and not to 
entertain ill Thoughts of their Equals, 
much leſs of their Superiours. They 
are to pity the Lapſes of others, and 
Aſſiſt them in their Recovery; and if 
they ſee any of their Fellows outſhine 
them in Goodneſs, let them indea- 
vour by a holy Emulation to equal or 
excel them: Which if they can nor. 
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Original Pilgrim. 85 
do, inſtead of watching others, let 
them have a ſtrict Regard to their 
own Actions, and perſevere in their 
uty without Murmuring and Diſcon- 
tent, patiently waiting God's Time to 
advance them in Acts of Grace. 
Die ſideriu was all Rapture at Humi- 
lity's Relation of theſe holy Exerciſes, 
and, with infinite Satisfaction addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to her, ſaid; I am con- 
| vinc'd, holy Mother, of what IT have 
| formerly heard, but now experienc'd; 
that you are tne Epitome of all hea- 
venly Virtues, and the Center of 
all ſpiritual and temporal Conſolation. 
| And fince you have hitherto been ſo 
| free and ready to Anſwer my De- 
| mands, I beg the Favour of you to 
| ſolve one Doubt more. How do you 
| know thele ill Neighbours from your 
own Family, ſince both go habited 
alike 2 ft | | l 
Your Queſtion, reply'd Humility, 
is of Moment ; and it highly concerns 
you to know how to diſtinguiſn them. 
As to their Perſons: they differ e 
tremely ; for tho they wear the ſame 
Habit with my holy Siſters and 
Fo. om Daugh- 
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ters, yet they differ in Shape 
omplexion. Our Family are 
ſtraight, fair, and of a pleafant Aſ- 
pect; theſe are crooked, ill favour'd, 
and of a ſower Countenance. But 
that we might not miſtake them at 
ight, the divine Goodneſs hath fur- 
niſh'd me with a Lamp, which you 
ſee hanging in the midſt of my Cham- 
ber, by which we can eaſily diſcover 
them. This Lamp you muſt know is 
called by the Name of Good Conſcience, 
and burns Night and Day; the Wick 
of it is call'd the Holy Sc ipture, and is 
ſupply'd with the Oil of Mercy, The 
Cord with which it is ty'd is call'd 
the Cuſtody of the Heart, faſtned to a 
Nail call'd the Cuſtody of the Senſes. So 
long as this Lamp burns we are ſecure 
from our Enemies; but when for our 
Tranſgreſſions it is extinguiſh'd, we 
are ex20sd to all the furious Attempts 
of our Enemies. Wherefore we hum- 
bly beſeech the divine Goodneſs not 
to withdraw the Oil of bu Mercy from 
us, leaſt being left in this Darkneſs 
not only to our Ene- 
mies, 
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= worſt of Foes. . ey 
* Deſiderins thank'd her for this Dif- 
| covery; and Humility the better to fe- 
cure him againſt theſe Enemies 

: ded thefe favourable Hints: That you 
may be compleatly avm'd againſt all 
2 Dangers, you may expect from theſe 
wicked Neighbours, take theſe my 
faithful Friends and Companions to 
vour Aſſiſtance: Severity of Life will 
© ſecure you againſt the Luft of the Fleſh, 
and Fortitude will end you from the 
Luſt of the Eye: ility will protect 
you from Pride; Active Diligence will 
drive away Negligence; Goodneſs will 
= ſubdue Malice; and if you continue 
in this: holy Converſation, the Grace 
of God will compleat your Security 
and Happineſs. 

| Humility having inſtructed Peſde- 
rim in the Care of himſeif thus clos'd 
her Admonition: Ey thefe Methods, 
with the Grace of God, and the Help 
of my Spoule Reſolution, I ſubdue my. 
Enemies, nor will you-find any Means 
8 beſide them of Ule in Conflict with 
thoſe ill Neighbours. There remains 

| | | nothing 
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mies, but to our ſelves, ſometimes the 
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nothing more for me.to do, but to 
recommend yon to the reft of my Fa- 
mily, whom it will be worth your 
while to viſit, for you will receive 
ſomething from each of them, which 
may be worthy your remembring. 
Then calling for the Virgin Diſregard, 
who had been his Guide to her, ſhe | 
order d her to conduct him thro” al! 
the Apartments, 5 . 
Deſideriu having taken his leave of 
Humility with great Reſpect and 
Thankfulneſs, folgyy'd his Guide, 
who without Delay led him to the 
Apartment of the Virgin * Confeſſion ; 
who received him very courteouſly, 
and deſir d him to fit ; Deſiderius with- I 
out any further Compliment or De- | } 
lay requeſted to know. her Name and t 
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examin'd, they may be the more ready for 
the Cure of Abſoiution, , | \ Fi 


our Sins to God. This is the firſt Part of 

; Prayer, which muſt be ſeconded by a heaity 1 
bewailing our Sins; and when we have ſo I; 

—_— done, we do, as it were, lay open our: wound- C x 
_— ed Conſciences, that being thus ſearch'd, and ] 
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vility; which incourag'd him to ask 
her Name and Condition. The Vir- 
gin with a Smile turning to him ſaid; 
Ir's plain you are a Stranger to both, 
otherwiſe you would not be very de- 
firous of knowing either; but that ! 
may not be wanting in good Man- 
ners or Religion to you, who come 
for Inſtruction, you muſt know, 
am ſecond Daughter to Humility, and 
my Name is Defire of Contempt, be- 
ing fond of Slight and ill Treatment, 
which I bear contentedly for the ſake 
the Love of God. This is a Tem 
per vaſtly different from you of the 
World, who defire nothing fo much 
as Honour and Reſpet᷑t: But with me 
it is quite otherwiſe. Defiderins was 
amaz d at this Virgin's happy Tem- 
per; but when he conſider d for whoſe 
ſake it was, his Wonder ceas'd. Then 
taking a reſpectful Leave of her, he 
follow'd his Guide to another Apart- 


ment, which was that of Hamility's 


third Daughter. > 
Here he was civilly receiv'd as be- 
fore, and requeſting the ſame of her, 
as he had done of che Teft, ſhe thus 
began. 
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Deſiderius, or the 
joycing in Contempt, you muſt ex- 
erciſe your ſelf in the Defire of it; 
and when this has made an Impreflion 
on your Heart, you muſt confirm it 
by Prayer and religious Exerciſes ; 
in which, notwithſtanding the ſeem- 
ing Difficulties, (for they are not fo | 
in themſelves to the ſincere) you'll | 
find Perſeverance will be of great | 
Service, and carry you thro' them all. 
In this Conflict you will be forc'd to | 
offer great Violence to, and lay hard | 
" Reſtraints upon your ſelf, which at 
ficſt will prove irkſome; but when 
you are us d to them, they will be- 
come eaſy; ſo that when once you | 
are throughly poſleſs'd of that Virtue, F 
call'd the Deſire of Contempt, you will 
| ſoon learn to rejoyce under the wor 
of Ignominy and Reproach, 8 
But there is ſtill a greater Motiv 
and Reaſon for deſiting and rejoycin 
under ill Treatment than any hitherto 
urg d; and which will very much ſur- 
prize you. Deſideriu deſiring her to 
explain her ſelf; ſhe thus continu'd. | 
is certain, that none but the righ- 
teous are humble; and W N 
Le does 
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it; and contumeliouſſy treated, can not 
on be a righteous Man. DPeſiderius was 
wit | ſtartled at this, and deſir'd her to 
es; make it out. That is very eaſily done, 
m- reply'd ſhe. You will own, that he 
0 js a juſt Man, who gives to every one 
u'll | his due: If therefore nothing but 
eat | Contempt, Deriſion and Reproach be 
all. due to Man, be is plainly unjuſt that 
| to | doth not deſire them; for it is natural 
ard for every one to deſire his due. But 
at pray, interrupted Deſiderius, how do 
hen vou prove, that nothing but Con- 
be- tempt, c. is due to Man? Very ea- 


you fily reply d ſne: For it is beyond Con- 


tue, troverſy, that every good Thing is 
will!“ belov'd, defird and extoll'd by us; 
orlt and the more good it is; the more 


excellent we eſteem it. On the con- 
trary every evil Thing is hated, deſ- 
pis'd and rejected by us. Now-if it 
be true, that every Man is in himſelf 

evil, the Conſequence is plain, that 

he onght to be deſpis d, hated and re- 

jected, But pray, cry'd Deſiderius, 

how do you prove that no Man is 
good? If only God be good, "wy h 
| me, 
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94 Deſiderius, or the 
ſhe, then every Man muſt be evil. 
But this was confirm'd by our bleſſed 

aviour in his humane Nature, who 
would not allow any to be good, but 


God; therefore nothing is good but 
God; and what is not God is not 
3 for there is no Medium. There- 
ore Man being evil, to him is due 
all manner of Reproach, Contempt 1 
and Shame. | < 
De ſiderius, not yet ſatisfied in this & 
Doctrine of rejoycing in Contempt, e 
continued thus to Object. You tell 
me, holy Siſter, that God is only ö ( 
good, and that what is not God, ist 
not good. Why then do the holy i: 
Scriptures ſay, that when God revis'd | g£ 
the Works of his Hands, he pro- E 
nounc'd them not only good, but g 
very good. Beſides, fince God is /o 
good; (as he is undoubtedly the b 
chief good, and efficient Cauſe of all] 5 
th 
Vi 
muſt be good, and, as the Effect, bl « 
anſwer the Cauſe, from whence they ce 
proceed. And as Man is the moſt v 
excellent Part of the Creation, it ch 
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ſeems plain to me, that he is not only 
good, but very good, as God him- 
| ſelf pronounc'd him; and conſequent- 
ly as he is good, he ought to be lov'd 
and honour'd, — ; 
The Virgin gave him a patient 
hearing, and thus reply'd. I will not 
enter into a long Argument upon this 
Point ; for that is againſt the Rules 
of our holy Mother Humility. I ſhall 
therefore for your better Information 
explain what I haye already urg'd. 
That there is none good, but only 
God, is a Goſpel Maxim : But it is 
thus to be underſtood ; that God only 
is eſſentially good; and that to be 
good is only proper to him. For tho? 
all Things that he created are called 
good, yet they are not ſo by Virtue 
of any innate Goodneſs in themſelves, 
but as they partake of the Divine 
Goodneſs that created them. And 
therefore that Love and Reſpect, which 
vou thro Miſtake attribute to the 
| Goodneſs of the Creature, ought to 
center in God the Creator; and thus 
we love the Creatures, becauſe. in 
them we love God; for the 
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96 Deſiderius, or rhe 
they are poſſeſs d of is collated by 


God to them. Man indeed bears the 
Image of God externally; but by his 
deprav'd and corrupt Morals he is 
internally very unlike him. God | 
hath given him a Will to be good 
and virtuous; but of himſelf he is 
prone to Vice. Hence therefore we | 
learn to love one another, not for 
our own ſakes, but for thoſe excel- 
lent Gifts and Qualities, which God 
hath diſpens'd to us. On the contra- 
ry, What is vicious and impure a- 
mongſt us we hate and deſpiſe : So 
that in one and the ſame. Perſon. we 
may love and honour what is good, 
and hate and deſpiſe what is evil. And 
with whatever Sanctity and Piety 
Man may be indu'd, it is certain 
he hath them from God, and that he 
hath nothing naturally in himſelf but 
evil. And he ought to deſire, that 
God only ſhould be lov'd and honour'd 
for thoſe Virtues and ſpiritual Gilts, 
which he has beſtow'd on him ; and 
for his Vices, which he knows are his 
own, he may be deſpis d and hated. 
_ Whilſt he acts thus, he is. juſt, and 
3 | | no 
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no longer: For how great an Inju- 
ſtice is ic for ſinful Man, not only not 
to deſire to be ſlighted tor the e e 
God, but to affect Praiie and Eſteem 
for it? Wicked Min therefore, tho“ 
he deſires to be deſpis d and ill treats 
ed, muſt not vilue himlelt upon it, 
nor think lümſelf ever the better in 
his own Opinion, hace 488 malt vite 
tuous and holy are obligat to dclirs 
the inn toc 
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Reſolution, the ypoulz of their Gore! 
neſs Hemility. Hut, continue 
you will be perluaded by me, | will 
put you into a certain Method of gains 
ing this Virtue of deft: ins Conreuupt. 
ou muſt in the firſt Place be aflur d, 
that the greateſt Enemy of the Love of 
God, to whoſe Service you dedicats 
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Original Pilzrim, 99 
De leriatm was highly pleasd wit 
this Virgin's Converſation ; but bein 
deſirous of inlarging his Acquaintance 
with the teſt of this holy Family, took 
his Leave of her, and follow'd his 
Guide; who conducted him to the 
Apartment of another Virgin-daugh- 
ter of Humility, where being very 
courteouſly receiv'd, Deſiderius began 
the Converſation by asking her Name, 
My Name, reply'd ſhe, is“ Simplicity; 


* Simplicity is that Virtue of the Soul, 
whereby the Will is carried ſincerely to that 


which the Mind judges fiinply and abſolutely 
the beſt... This Rectitude or Simplicity of the, 
Soul is. by Ariſtotle call'd the moſt divine 
Light of the Soul, far ſurpaſiing, and more 

deſirable than all external Light. And to 

this Simplicity of the Soul may juſtly be re- 

terr'd that Expoſtulation of Antonin with 

himſelf: O my dear Soul! When wilt thou be 

truly naked and fincere? Lib. 10. f. 1. As like- 

wile thoſe Precepts and Exhortations to him- 
lelf: Do not diſturb thy ſelf, nor raiſe theſe 
earthly noiſome Vapours; but become Simple. 

Lib. 4. §. 26. For this Simplicity is the moſt 
clear Fountain of the inward [oy and Pleaſure 

of Life: It is that eternal and inexpreſſible 
Peace, which is ſubje& to no Cares, Sulpi- 

cions or Fluctuations of the Mind. 
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Tco Deſiderius, or the 
and my Buſineſs is to behave my ſelf 
to all with ſuch open and naked Sin- 
cerity, that not ſo much as the teſt 
Shadow of Hypocriſy may appear in 
any of my Words or Actions. I judge 
charitably of what I hear or ſee; and 
if I think meanly of any one, ic is of 
my ſelf, whom with the Aſſiſtance of 
the Eye of Prudence, which is always 
open, I diligently watch and obſerve. 
And truly without the Help of this 
Eye of Prudence, not only Simplicity, 
but even our Mother Humility would 
naked and defenceleſs. 2 
The more Deſideriu, convers'd with | 
theſe holy Virgins, the more fond | 
he was of their Inftruction ; for he 
found that what Humility rold him of 
them was exactly true; and therefore 
he did the more importunately ſolicite 
Simplicity to direct him how to behave 
kimſelf with that true Singleneſs of 
Heart which ſhe injoyn'd. Your Con- 
duct, anſwer'd ſhe, muſt be ſtrict; and 
you muſt have a watchful Care over 
three Things; your Thoughts, Words 
and Actions. As to the firit, you mutt 
not allow your Thoughts to exceed 
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Original Pilgrim, Tot 
oursApprehentions or Capacity, nor 
to rüminate on Honour and worldly 
Splendour; ſuch-glittering Views will 
| dazle your Underſtanding, and betray 
ou into infinite Miſtakes and Dan- 
zers: But perſevere in an humble O- 
pinion of your ſelf, eſteeming every 
one your. Superiour, and your ſelf the 
meaneſt of the Servants of God. As 
to your Words let them be without At- 
fectation ot Flattery; and be content- 
ed withan* Affirmation or Negation; - 
yea, 


* Affirmation, &c. This Advice immedi- 
ately lefers to that of our Savior, Ala hen 
5. 37. Where he lays, Let your Com mu nicat ion 

ke yea, yea; nay, nay; for whatſoever is none 
than theſe cometh of evil. That is, let no more 
be uled in your Diſcourſe, but au Affitma- 
tion, and it need be an Afleveration; and ſo 
on the contrary, When you deny-any Thing, 
a Negative; aud if. the Matter requires it, 
ſome other Addition of greater Weight to 
exprels the Serioufnels ot. your. Speech, bur 
no kind of Oath.to back or confirm it ; For 
whatloever is uled above thele neceſſaty Ex- 
preſſions' and Confirmations (as any Kind of” 
Oath uſed in Diſcourſe between Men, be it 
by Heaven, Earth, &c.) proceeds from ſome 
evil Principles, ſometimes from your own 
| EE vain- 
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102 Deſiderius, or the =_ 
yea, yea; nay, nay: For whatſoever 
exceeds this proceeds from a vicicus ? 
Original, In your Actions avoid Sin- 
gularity and Vanity; and take Care 
that they tend to the Benefit of others 
as well as your ſelf, 

When our. holy Mother Humility 
plac'd me in this Station, ſhe commit- 


vain-glorious Humour, delighting in ſuch big 
{peaking; ſometimes from Want of Reverence 
to the Name of God; ſometimes from. the 
Faithleſneſs of Men, but moſt commonly 
from the Devil, that evil one, who hath ma- 
ny Snares to catch Souls, and involve them 
in Idolatry, Error or Unbelief; and the Uſe 
of the foremention'd Foi ms of Swearing, in 
Verſe 34. 35, 36. may tend to this End undi- 
ſcernably: And beſides, the not oblerving 
exact Truth in all our Converlation (which 
makes us not fit to be truſted without Oaths) 
and the Incredulity 'of Men, (that they will 
not believe without them) and ſo Pride and 
Ureverence allo, are all the Works of the 
Devil: In which Relpect (as alſo becaulc 
there is no Part of our lenſitive Appetite, to 
which Oaths do properly afford any Delight 
or Pleaſure,) the Oaths that come from avy 
ct thefe, may be laid to be from the Devil, 
eſpecially all needlels piomiſſory Oaths, to 
Which Chtiſt's Speech efpccially. belongs. ; 
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ted to my Truſt the keeping of two. 
ineſtimable Jewels; one call d Iano- 
cence of Heart; the other Purity of Hears ; 
for the obtaining and keeping ofwhich, 
this and ſome other Houſes in this 
Neighbourhood were founded. The 
Virtue of cheſe Jewels is ſo commu- 
nicative and diffuſive, that all our 
Family, and religious Neighbours par- 
take of it, ſo long as in all our Un- 
dertakings we aim at the Prelervation 
of them. And yet ſometimes when 
we think we are ſecurely poſſeſs'd of 
them, We are depriv'd of chem; eſpe- 
cially when through Careleſneſs we 
give Way to * Curioſity, Vanity, or 
| * Singu- 


'* Curioſity; This is a dangerous'Enemy ta 
humane Nature. It was the Occaſion of the 
firſt Sin, Our Parents Curiofity to know what 
was forbidden them was the Cauſe of rhbir 

forteiting for themſelves and Poſterity that 
Happinels God had deſign'd them in Paradiſe. 
When we once give Way co this Sin, it in- 
vites to more, and being depriv'd of Innocence 
of ind and Purity of Heart, we lie like naked 
and defencelels Wrecks to be attack'd by e- 

very Opportunity of Sin. f 
1 Vanity, 
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104 Deſiderius, or the 
* Singularity, which never neglect any 
pportunity of robbing us, tho them- 
felves, . Devil-like, are never the bet- 
ter for doing us this Miſchief; for 
they can not keep theſe Jewels, when 
they have ftoln them from us. And 
therefore when any of our Family 
are ſo negligent in their Thoughts, 
Words or Actions, that they ſuffer 
theſe Jewels to be ftolen, they lie 
under great Difgrace and ſevere Cen- 
ure, till they have recovered them. 
Here Deſderius ſome w hat haſtily in- 
terrupting Simplicity ſaid; Pray good 


* 
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+ Fanity. Vanity here is the fame with 
FVain-glory, (See Page 18) and when once we 
become defirous of the Praile of Men for any 

Particular Gift or Indowment of Mind, We 

do that Moment lole the Benefit of that 
Gift. Thus o value our ſelves upon Cha- 
wy, Imocenct of M ud, & c. is to become proud 
and vain- glorious, and conſequemly no long- 
er Charitable or Inuocent. ie 
Singularity. This is a preſumptuous Af⸗ 
fectation of Pre- eminence, and directly oppo- 
fite to that excellent Virtue of Self contempt, 

(See Page 35) which teaches us to abhor and 

delpile gur ſelves for qus Want of Merit. 
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Obiginal Pilgrim. 06 
Siſter, ſince you profeſs Poverty, what 
Occaſion have you to deſire Jewels, 
which in my Opinion may indanger 
your inclining to Covetouſneſs? You. 
are quite miſtaken, reply d Simplicity, 
in this Caſe: For altho' in the Deſire. 
and Poſfeſſion of ſpiritual or tempo-. 
ral Wealth, there may lurk+a.. ſecrer- 
Fraud and Covetouſneſs, contrary: to 
the right Intent of deſiring, or End of: 
poſſefling them; yet in the. Injoy-. 
ment of theſe: precious Jewels, there 
can be no Impoſture; for we deſire 
and poſſeſs them fot no other End, 
but the Love of God, that we may 
ſerve and pleaſe him, and by a righe- 
Utfe of them glorify: his holy. Name. 
As for external Riches, they are the. 
Canker of the Mind, which 
dayly. expoſe them that hunt after. 
them, to Temptations and unwarrans 
| table Deſires... But theſe Jewels, this 
| ſpiritual Wealth, are lock'd up ſafe: 
in our Hearts; where they are liable 
to no Corruption or Decay; nor can 
any but thoſe that ſincerely deſire and 
faithfully: keep them, be ſenſible of 
their Worth; which is of fo ſubtle a 
E. 5 Nature,, 


106 Deſiderius, or the 
Nature, that none but he that hath 
them can diſtinguiſh or know. But, 
lays De ſiderius, if he, that is poſſeſs'd 
of theſe Jewels, ſhould diſcover that 
he is Maſter of ſuch a Treaſure, would 
not ſuch Knowledge ſubje& them to 
Diminution and Corruption? No, re- 
ply'd Simplicity; that can not be, for 
in themſelves they are liable to no 
Decay: Not, but that if he, who is 
pofleſs' d of them, ſhould oſtentatiouſſy 
boaft of this Treaſure ta others, he is 
no longer owner of chem. For tho 
he, that by a ſtrict Wach over his 
Thoughts, Words and Actions, hath 
really -acquir'd theſe Jewels, yer he 
does not think he has them, but di- 
ligently and ſincerely perſeveres in 
the Perſuit of therty as if he had them 
not: Which is indeed a great Inſtance 
of the divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
inthis tacit Diſpenſation of his Graces; 
for were we ſure of being poſſeſs'd of 
them, we might be in Danger of lo- 
fing them by Raſhnefs; Preſumption, 
or Self. conceit, which too often lie 
lurking in our Hearts, and are ready 
ta betray us. Therefore he may mot. 
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Original Pilgrim, 107 
truly be ſaid to have them, that moſt 
earneſtly ſeeks after the. 
By this Time Deſiderius was appris'd 
of the, Value of theſe Jewels, and 
therefore preſs d Simplicity to inſtruct 

him in the Preſervation of them: TO 

which ſhe readily: comply d, and thus 
went on. There is one Thing abſo- 


_ 


lutely neceſſary for our Novices to 
obſerve;. and not unworthy-the Con- 
ſide ration of the Adult, which is Ta- 
citurnity, or Reſer vedne / in Converſa- 
tion, For they that give their Tongues 
the Liberty of talking much, and their 
Eyes of wandring, can not be ſaid to 


* OW 


* ”» a < 


poſſeſs the Jewels, Innocence and Purity 
of Heart, The Reaſon of this is plain; 
for the Soul being like a Mirrour or 
Looking-Glaſs, readily entertains the 
Likeneſs, of every Object; and, being 
too apt to receive the Impreſſion of 
them, contracts no ſmall, Inègonve- 
nience thereby. At tlus Rate 


ply'd Daſider ius, you will render on- 


* 
2 
* 


verſation, which God defign'd a great 
ſett : For how can à Suppe riour be laid 

without a, Watchfü 
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Rion and frequent Confabulation. 
Theſe I look upon abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary in a. Governour; and without 
them I do not fee how he can avoid 
the Imputation of Singularity, which 
upon what Pretence ſoever even that 
of Religion, is in it felf very odious, 
and ought to be avoided. Indeed, 
ſays Simplicity, upon the Account of 
Love and Obedience, we ought to 
peak, hear and ſee many Things; 
which if we ſhoald do of our own In- 
clination and Will, would be a great 
Fault in us. But ſo long as all our 
Thoughts, Words and Actions are the 
happy Product of Love and Obedi- 
ence, we are in no Danger of loſing 
theſe Jewels. For whilſt we are dili- 
gent and do our utmoſt, theſe two ex- 
cellent Virtues incline and exhort us 
to good. And truly, if we conſider 
Parity and Innocence of Mind as we 
ought, we ſhall find that they are not 
only good in themſelves, but are in- 
troductory of all other Virtues, and 
by the Help of which we more com- 
| penal arrive at that divine and 


Perfection, the Love 'of God, and 
N abſo- 


RY 
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abſolute Charity, He therefore that 
would obtain and keep theſe Jewels, 


ſiſtance, and he will ſoon find the Ad- 
vantage of it; for it will arm him a- 


by Concupiſcence and raſh Judgment; 


** 


will) let him take Simplicity to his Al- 


gainſt all the Evils that are occaſion d 


ſays Defiderius, how ſhall we know 


will teach him to excuſe and interpret 


for the beſt every Thing he hears 
and fees in his Neighbour ; and if at: 


any Time he - deſires any of God's. 
Creatures, (which, however they may 
prove, were created for good) he de- 


8 


ſires them for no other End, but that 
in them he may praiſe the gracious 


Goodneſs of God, and adore his wiſe 
Diſpenſation and Providence. Thus 


Ea 


you ſee the abſolute Neceſſity of Sim- 


plicity in all the Actions of Men. But, 


that our Actions are attended with 
this Simplicity ? You may be ſure they 


j are.anſwer'd ſhe,when your Thoughts 


are ſincere and pure, and your Words 
and Deeds tend to nothing more than 
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der 


the ſpiritual and temporal Good of 


your Neighbour and your ſelf ; in all 


Things, ſtill making the Glory of God 


your chief Object. And thus he, tha: 


makes Simplicity his conſtant Com- 
panion, will walk happily and ſe- 
e, ie = fin 

_ Defiderius being highly ſatisfied with 
Simplicity's uſeful Converſation, in an 
obliging Addreſs of Thanks for her 
pious Inſtructions. took his Leave of 
her, and following his Guide was con- 
ducted to the Apartment of anoth: 

Daughter of Humility, whoſe Name 
was Poverty. Here he was courteou!!y 
received; and, as he had before {ſaid 
to the others, deſit'd to know her 
Condition of Life. The Meanneſs 0 


my Condition, reply'd the, -proceecs 


from my Love of God; for who: 
ſake, I neither poſſeſs nor deſire an! 
worldly. good. It's ftrange, cry d De- 
ius, that the Founder of this Houſe, 
who is Lord of the World, ſhould let 
the Inhabitants of it live in Want of 
the neceſſaty Comforts of Life ?.L can 
make that very plain to you, anſwer d 
he. The Founder of this Houſe i, 
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Original Pilgrim. I I'I 
indeed Lord and King cf the Univerſe; 
and all worldly Goods and Poſſeſſions 
are at his. Diſpoſal ; from the Injoy- 
ment of which he kindly reſtrains us, 
leaſt we ſhould ſet our Hearts upon 
them. For, it he pleas'd, he could 
eaſily diſpenſe to us Affluence and 
Plenty of every Thing; but he hath 
laid this happy Reſtriction upon our 
Minds, that we ſhould only love him, 
and for his ſake deſpiſe the World. 
From which Reſtraint we receive this 

Benefit, that as we are deny'd all Su- 
peMuities in this Place, ſo we are 
not perplex d with temporal Care and 
Solicitude, but Whoſly at Leiſure. to 
contemplate the divine Goodneſs, 
which in the little we injoy has given 
us enough. We are not anxious a- 
bout the Loſs or Gain of worldly 
Goods; not afflicted at Adverſity, or 
affected with Proſperity; but our 
Hearts are firmly united to God in a 
profound Peace and Tranquility, ſub- 
ject ta no-earthly Perturbation, My 
chief Care and Buſineſs is. to adapt 
and conform my ſelf to the Condition 
Tinjoy, and of my Companions with, 
* | whos 
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Original Pilgrim. 113 
Nature. In this Condition he made 
his firſt Appearance; and in Perſu- 
f his pious Example his holy 
Mother and his Apoſtles chearfully - 
condeſcended to the Hardſhips of com- 
mon Want, relying ſtill upon the Pro- 
vidence of God, which is able to ſup- 
ply us with what we ſtand in need of. 
For this Reaſon I reje all offers of 
worldly Help, and in a holy Reſigna- 
tion depend intirely upon my ble ſfed 
eſus, whoſe Love hath Charms be- 
yond what the World can afford. I 
have too oft indulg'd my ſeif with 
Variety of Books; but the ſacred Vo- 
lume of his Law is now my whole 
Delight, With Grief I furvey the Er- 
rours of our Forefathers, and with. 
7? Pleaſure inexpreſſible ſee them cor- 
2 rected by the unblameable C 


of my bleſſed Saviour; whoſe Poverty 
of Spirit. and Body is my grand Ex- 
emplar, and chief Study. „ 
Die ſiderius in an Extaly of Joy took _ 


3 


bis Leave, and was thence ſhew'd to 


the Apartment of an other Davghter 
of Humility, whoſe Name was Obedience, 


He no ſooner approach'd her, but ob- 


ſerving 


9 


n ar tte. 
ſerving ſome thing more than ordi- 
nary of Diſtinction and Authority in 
her Preſence, paid her a moſt pro- 
found Reſpect, and deſir d the Honour 
of kiſſing her Hand; bur ſhe told him 
the Daughters of Humility were not 
fond of external Honour, and there- 
fore deſir d him to fit, Deſiderius o- 
bey'd, and letting her know that he 

came for Inſtruction, he begg'd the 
Favour of being inform'd of her Man- 
ner of Life. Obedience without Scruple 
granted his Requeſt, and thus began, 
My Mother well knowing the Dan- 
ger to which Diſobedience expoles us, 
match'd me early in ſpiritual Matri- 
mony, with that valiant and illuſtri- 
ours Hero called“ No Neglect of Dui, 
Who never fails in the Execution cf 
his Office, and to his Courage and 
Conduct I owe the happy and ho 


4 


* No Neglect of Duty, The Text is Ni. 
exequendum . omittere, which not being caps 
ble of being render'd in one Word (as ma?! 
others before and after this) I chooſe toller 
Zo in a verbal Tranſlation. - 


ecu- 
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| Security J injoy, free from the Solici- 
tations of that terrible and dangerous 
Monſter call'd, Our «wn Will, whoſe 
ſole Buſineſs is firſt to inſlave, and 
then devour us. From her malicious 
Approaches my faithful gallant Spouſe 
protects me; and for my Fondneſs to 
him (which is a grateful Return) I am 
ſhunn'd by others; tho' it's moſt cer- 
” tain, that without Obedience none can 
* juſtly pretend to the Service of the 
Love of God. As for my ſelf I am ſo 
well appriz'd of the Value of the Love 
/ God, that whatever my Spouſe di- 
; Rates to me relating to him, I readily 
perform, and allow my felf the In- 
joyment of nothing, but what Neceſ- 
ſity ſtrictly requires. Nay, ſo cau- 
tious am I in my Deportment, and 
nd? fearful of Danger, that I never ven- 
„ture abroad by my ſelf. Pray, Ma- 
dam, reply'd Deſiderius, what Com- 
panions have you, beſides your Spoule? 
My conſtant Attendant, ſaid ſhe, is 
god will, a true and watchful: Ser- 
vant; and for my Companions I take 
my Siſter Simplicity, and my.Daugh- 
| EEE aten 
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ters * Devotion, | Alacrity, * Diligenee, | 

+ Perſeveratice and“ Innocence; and that 
my b 


* Devotion is that heavenly. Grace ot 
Temper, which withdraws our Minds from 
the World, and mounts them towards Hea- 
ven. The ſpecial Exerciles ef which at 
Prayer and Praiſe, both publick and private. 

_t MAiaony is a Readinels and Chearfulnec 
of Mind, ty which we ſet about our Duty 
without Murmuring or Reluctancy, - 

* Dil:gence taken in 2 good Senſe is a Vir- 
tue, by which we inceſſantly perſue what we 
have undertaken, according to the Truth of 
Reaſon. Here it is a Duty abſolutely neceſ- 
fary to Obedience, and is compos'd of two 
Parts, Watchfulneſs and Induſtry. Watch. 
fulnels conſiſts in obſerving all the Dangers 
that threaten our Souls, eſpecially thoſe Sins 
that are moſt likely ro aſſault us. Induſt:y 
is the Hulbandry of the Soul, without which 
it wilt as little proſper. as the Vineyard ot 
the Sluggard. Prov. 24. 30, 31. And the End 
of both theſe is the increaſing and improving 
its Riches, which are the Graces God hath 
Wpens'd to us, 26 * | 
I Faiſeverance is a. holy Reſolution to per- 

{ in the Performance of our Duty, praying 

conſtantly that God would give us his Glace, 
that we. may continue in it to the End. This 
Grace of Perſeverance was ever of that E- 
. Reem in the Church, that all Divines both 
| ant ient 
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my Mother Humility may not ſeem 
wanting in her parental Care of me, 
| ſhe never fails going along with me; 
* ſo that with che Afliſtance of theſe I 
walk ſecurely, and am at all Times 
ready to do my Duty, ' 1 


4 


ant ient and Modern, have taken Occaſion to 
extol it above all Chriſtian Virtues, becauſe 
without this they are all inſigniſicant and loſe 
their Reward. Take as much Faith, Hope 
and Charity upon you aF you can, yet if you 
perſevere not there is no Salvation, And 
St. Paul was of the ſame Mind, when with ſo 
much Confidenee he*afſured. to himſelf a 
Crown of Life; not becauſe he had for ſome 
ſmall Time ſtood firm, but becauſe he had 
fought the good Fight; not becauſe he had 
well begun, but becaule he had well endur'd 
to the End, had well maintain'd and finifh'd 
his Courle. | "4 


- D 


* Innocence is that Purity of Mind and Body 
which preſerves. us from ill Thoughts and 
Actions. This is very pathetically exprefsd 
in Pf. 24. 3, 4. with a glorious Reward at- 
tending it. Who ſhall aſcend into the Mountain 
of the Lord, &c. Even he that hath innocent 
Hands and a pure Heart, Upon which our 
Saviour founds one of his Beatitudes. Mather 


5. 8. Bleſſed are the pure in Heart for they ſpall 
fee God. ö 
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But, ſays Deſiderius, pray inform me 
in what Manner your holy Mother 
Humility is ſerviceable or uſeful to you 
in doing your Duty? In that, reply d 
Obedience, ſhe hath given us a ſtated 
Rule, that in all, even the beſt of our 
Actions, we ſhould think meanly of 
our ſelves, not vainly impute any 
Thing to our own Goodneſs, or be 
puffed up with Pride; or whatever 
good may accrue to others from any 
of our Actions, not to eſteem our ſelves 
good for them; but humbly to thank 
God for giving us Reaſon, Under- 
ſtanding, Prudence, and other ſpiri- 
tual Helps, by which we become In- 
ſtruments of doing good, and are more 
ſtrialy-obliged to him for ſuch bleſfed 
Opportunities: And if we deſire any 
Thing of others, it is that they would 
thank and praiſe God for us. To my 
ſelf I propoſe nothing thro' the Courſe 
of my whole Life but Labour and 
Trouble; to my God continual Ho- 
nour, Praiſe and Thankſgiving ; and 
to my Neighbour all the good I can 
do him: For my ſelf I deſire nothing, 
becauſe I deſerve nothing ; only that 
” God 
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God would be pleas'd to inlarge to me 
ſuch a ſhare of his Love, whereby 1 
may dayly improve in good Works, 
and that in the laſt Moments of my 
ife I may find Mercy and Comfort 
from him, Amen. | | | 
Defilerius parted from this Lady with 
as much Satisſaction as from any of 
the former, and follow'd his Guide to 
the Apartment of the laft Daughter 
of Humility named“ Chaſtity, of whom 
he defir'd to know her Condition and 
ife. I am, ſaid ſhe, the Daughter 
of Humijity, who out of her indulgent 


7 1 : 


* Chaſtity may very properly be called the 
firſt Duty we owe to our Bodies, ſince St. Paul 
lets Uncleannefs as the ſpecial contrary Sia 
to it. He that committeth Fornication fmneth 
ogainſt his own Body. 1 Cor. 6. 18. And to 
advance the Sacredneſs of this Virtue Cha- 
ſtity, the Apoſtle in the ſame Epiſtle, Chapter, 
3. Verſe 17. denounces a heavy Judgment a- 
= gainft the Violaters of it. If any Man defile 
the Temple of Gd, him will God deſtroy, for the 
Temple of God is holy, which ye are. So that 

the Sin of Uncleannels is a kind of Sacrilege, 

in polluting thoſe Bodies, which God hath 
| cholen for his Temples. 
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120 Deſiderius, or the 
Care hath appointed me two Ser- 
vants who conſtantly attend me: 
The one called * Abſtinence, the o- 
| 85 ther 


*Alſtinence is a great Preſervative againſt 
Intemperance ; for by the Forbearance of im- 
moderate Eating and Drinking we extinguith 
thoſe unlawtul Flames and carnal Deſires 
which ailault our Minds; but, we can no 
Way do this ſo effectua iy as by Prayer and 
Faſting. Eating and Drinking are indeed ne. 
ceſſary for the preſeiving of Life, Hunger be- 
ing a natutal Diſeaſe, which would prove 
deadly if not prevented. This is the firſt End 
of Eating and Drinking, therefore as Men uſe 
not to take Phyfick for Pleaſure, but Remedy, 
ſo neither ſhould they eat or drink. Not 
that we are tied to ſuch Strictneſs that we 
may eat and drink no more than will juſt 
keep us from ſtarving ; for that were to 
fruſtrate God's Bounty, wha hath not only 
provided for the Being, but the Well-being 
of our Bodies; theretore we may allo eat 
Whatſoe ver for Kind or Quantity moſt tends 


@ 
* 
% 
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. to our Health and Wellfare: But this mult F} - 
F Alſo be within the Bounds of Temperance, J 2 
| otherwile it becomes a Sin. He therefore that 5 10 
tue; 


pPropoſes to himſelf other Ends of the Uſe of 
God's Creatures, as either the pleaſing of his 
Palate, or the pampering of his Body; that it 

may better ſerde this Luſt, directly fuſttates 
thoſe Ends of God; and he that hath - nk 
Ims, 


2 
45 


* 


3 


Original Pilgrim. 121 
other * Modeſty ; and co preſerve my ; 


Mind pure and continent hath mar- 
ried me to 2 virtuous Perſon call'd 


[ the Keeper of the Heart, by whom Fu 

have a Son named the Keeper of rhe | 
Senſes, Deſcderius deſiring to ſee this } 

t Child, the Boy was introduc'd, and | 

: | obſerving ſeveral Emblems about him, 

e ask'd the meaning of them. Upon 

0 ä : ; | | 

1 N 4 

. Aims, not only acts contrary to Health, but | 

0 to Life it lelf, as appears by the many Di- | 

q eaſes and untimely Deaths; which Surteits 

e and Uncleannels biing upon Men. 

; * Modeſty is that Defence and Security of 

© Virtue, which deterrs us from bale Actions. 

e It is the conſtant Obſerver of Decency in the 

| Couile of Life, and in ſome Senle may be fad | 

5 to be the moſt perfect Part of Juſtice; fer 5 

x Juſtice in general fo; bids any Kind of Vio- 0 

8 lence towards Man; but Modeſty is to pa- 

at ticular as to allow of no Ottence; and there 

is bote is not unapily call'd the Top and Per- 

c Þy feftion of Juſtice. In ſhort, Modeſty is that 

e. Guard over all our Souls and their Faculties, 

a; [3 which keeps them within the Bounds of Vir- 

of tue; as the Eye from wandering ; the Tongye 

is from vain and idle Words; the Mind trum 

it immodeſt Thoughts, c. 
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which the Child with an agreeable 
Readineſs thus addreſs'd himſelf to the 
Stranger. This Bridle, which you 
fee in my Hand, is to tame a very 
unruly Creature call'd the Tongue ; 
who, tho' ſhe be little of Stature, is 
very ſtrong and capable of doing 
much Miſchief; but with the Help 
of this Inſtrument we keep her in Sub- 
jection. Theſe Stones are to ſtop two 
dangerous Avenues call'd the Ear; 
thro' which, notwithſtanding the Vi. 
gilance of our Porter, ſometimes our 
malicious Neighbours creep and mo- 
| Jeſt us. At other times we are forc'! 
to make uſe of thoſe Stones to ſtop 
another Avenue call'd the Mouth; by 
which we prevent the Effuſion or U:- 
terance of many Indecencies, which 
proceed from a corrupt Heart. A: 
this Rate, ſays Deſiderius, People will 
think you deaf and dumb. We ought 
to be ſo, reply'd the Boy, for the ſabe 
of the Love of God: For if we negiet 
to keep theſe Avenues carefully, no: 
only the foreſaid Inconvenjencic: 
would befal us, but we ſhould < in 
G1 | Dan- 
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Danger of loſing thoſe two valuable 
Jewels, Innocence, and Purity of Heart. 

This Veil, which is called Purity, 
ſerves to cover our Eyes, and defend 
us from Senſuality; which preſents 
it ſelf to us very often in the moſt 
tempting Shapes; and if we were not 
guarded againſt it, would betray us 
_ = greateſt Dangers, even Death 
it felt. 
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Deſiderius having thus viſited all this 
holy Family was about to take Leave 
of his Guide, and thank her for her 
great Civility, not queſtioning, but 


that he was ſufficiently inſtructed to 
find out the Lowe of God's Palace: But 
before ſhe diſmiſs'd him, ſhe told him 
there was one Curioſity in their Or- 
chard he had not yet ſeen; and that 
was a Tree, which bore two ſorts of 
Fruit, with which all that came thi- 
ther were chiefly ſuſtain d. Deſiderius 
earnelily preſs'd the ſeeing this Tree, 
which, his Guide conducting him into 
the Garden, ſhew'd him: The Fruit 
ſaid ſh2, which you ſee on the lower 

{ Bows of the Tree, and which looks 
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pale and diſcouloured, is called * Self. 
diffdence ; that on the upper Branches 
which looks of a ruddy Colour is cal- 
led 1 Truſt in God; and without theſe 
| "= = MY 
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* Self diſidence, or diſtruſt in our ſelves is 
that which ſhews us the Weakneſs and Incer- 
tainty of natural Means; which, how pro- 
miſing ſoever, will never ſtand us in ſtead 
without the divine Concurrence, but perhaps 
may fail us when we have moſt need of their 
Aſſiſtance. They may ſeem very proper and 
advantageous; but if God withhold his 
Bleſſing they muſt needs prove ineffectual, 
and lo all our Expectations from them muſt 
become abortive, Wealth, Power, Strength, 
Courage, Wiſdom and the like, are uncertain 
Dependencies, when we rely wholly on them 
as dayly Experience ſhews us. 
+ Truſt in God is a firm Reliance and De- 
25 1 upon him in all Dangers and Wants, 
oth ſpiritual and temporal; and when by 
2 due Preparation we have qualified our {el ves, 
2s far as in us lies, by rejecting all other De- 
pendance, we ſhall find, that by this ttuſt ing 
in God, we ſhall ingage him to provide tor 
.us. Men think themſelves highly concern'd 
not to tail thoſe that depend upon and wut 
to them; bur certainly God doth fo much 
more. Men of Wealth, in Power and high 
Stations promiſe, and we think we are bound 
| | to 
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all other Food tends to the emacia- 
ting and imparing our ſpiritual 
Strength. Deſiderius asking Leave to 
gather ſome of this Fruit, ſhe told him 
that he might eat as much as he 
pleas'd of that which grew. on the 
lower Branches of the Tree; but ad- 
visd him to provide himfelf of that 
which grew on the Top for his Jour- 
ney, and which would ſerve him till 
he arriv'd at the Love of God Palace, 

Defiderius having provided himſelf 
of a ſufficient Quantity of this Fruit, 
deſir'd his Guide to inſttuct him in the 
ſhorteſt Way to the Love of God, It is 


— 
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to believe them; but alas! The wealthy 
Man may grow poor, the mighty may grow 
weak, and both may prove deceitful and 
dye; but we know God is ſuhject neicher to 
Poverty, Weakueſs, Deceit or Death. In vain 
then do we load our ſelves with Care and 
Vexation, when we may lo l[ecurely caſt our 
Burthen upon God, Let this of the Apoſtle 
be our Rule, and we can not fail in our De- 
pendance and Truit in God. Be careful for 
nothing, but in every Thing by Prayer and Sup- 
plication with Thankſgiving let your Requeſt be 
made known to God. Phil. 4. 6. | 


126 Deſiderius, or the 

with infinite Satisfaction and Joy, ſay: 
ſhe, that I ſee you thus ſolicitous to 
find out the Love of God: And that 
you may not miſtake your Way, I ad- 


viſe you to take ſome Company with 


you, which may not only direc, but 
ſecure you in your Journey: For you 
have a dangerous Way to paſs, very 
rugged and full of Holes, and much 
infefted with Thieves and wild Beaſts, 
Take therefore our honeſt Porter the 
Fear of God, he is a brave ſtrong old 
Man, and will prote you; and when 
you ſhall find your ſelf out of Danger 
and diſmiſs him, be ſure to keep his 
Daughter Modeſty with you all your 


Journey. Beſides theſe our Siſter Sim- 
plicity ſhall accompany you; but if i 
ſhould ſo happen, that in your Jour- 


ney you ſhould looſe our Porter the 
Fear of God, or our Siſter Sjmplicity, 


* Iſodeſty being (as has already been ſaid 


In Page 121.) that Guard of our Senſes and 
Faculties, which keeps them within the 


Bounds of Virtue, it is ablolutely neceſſary 
to be retain'd thro* the whole Courſe of out 
Peregrination till we arrive at the Love of God. 


(for 


* 
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(for you muſt expect to meet with 
| Difficulties and Diſappointments) be 


L * 
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ſure to keep your firſt Guide to our 
* Houſe Good- mill, who will always ſet 


fail not to give your Companions 
their ſhare of the Fruits you carry 
with you, to refreſh them; and doubt _ 
not, but ſo long as you intirely de- 
7 pend on and truſt in God, you will 
Want nothing, and never fail of-ob- 
| taining your deſir'd End. I commit 
you to the divine ProteQion and wiſh 
you a good Journey. | 
De ſiderius thus happilyaccompanied, 
and well provided, . ſet forward, and 
asking Simplicity which Way they- 
ſhould take, ſhe told him the moſt di- 
rect and -neareſt Path to the Love of 
God's Palace was to go firſt by the 
Sear of * Patience, The Paſlage was 

| hy indeed 


2 


* Patience is a Submiſſion to the Will of 
God, k was N to whatever Afffictions 
it pleales him to lay upon us; and without 
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128  Defiderius, or the 
indeed troubleſome and dangerous, 
and ſo beſet with Difficulties, that 
: Defiderius could not ſorbear complain- 
Ing. Upon which Simplicity told him, 
that the more -dangerous and painful 
his Paſſage was, the better he would 
relliſn the Pleaſures of his Journey's 
End. For, continu'd ſhe, the divine 
Goodneſs hath fo order'd it, that the 
Miferies andSorrows of this Life might 
make us fond of the Love of God, who 
will vaſtly overpay all our Sufferings 
here, by rewarding us with a bleſſed 
Immortality hereafter. And in this 
common Reaſon and dayly Practice 
inſtruct us, that Things of great Va- 
lue are not to be purchasd with a 
ſmall Matter. Go on chearfully then, 
and be aſſur d, that when you ſhall. 
injoy the Comforts, which only the 
Love of God can give, you will value 
them the more for the Pains you have 
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this Virtue it is impoſſible for us to paſs tbe 
Stage of this Life, which is beſet with ſo 
many Toils and Difficulties, to arrive at the 
Love of God, fs 
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tanken to obtain them. But if in your 
| Journey you find your Strength be- 
| gins'to fail you, be ſure to refreſh 

your ſelf with the Fruit call d Truſt in 
Ged, which will. inable you to go 
thro'. And for your further Inſtru- 
ction and Help, when you find any 
Decay or Wearineſs of Spirit, imitare 
the honeſt Ruſtick, who alleviates the 
Fatigue of his Labour by ſinging. But, 
{aid Deſderius, how can I be merry 
and ling in the Company of this grave 
old Man the Fear of God? You mi- 
ftake, anſwer'd ſhe, the Character and 
Nature of this good old Man; for tho. 
he ſeems grave by Reaſon of his Age, 
yet being nearly related to the Lowe 
of God, he is naturally chearful and 
pleaſant, and is always provided with 
Muſick, not proceeding from any Le- 
vity of Mind, but from a ſpiritual 
Chearfulneſs, which is the molt en- 
tertaining Mirth, „ 
Whilſt this holy Company were on 
their Way, Deſiderius had frequent Oc- 
caſion of putting in Practice many of 
| tholg excellent Inſtructions, which he. 
TE: : KS -- ma 


130 Deſiderius, or the 
had receiv'd from Humility and her 
Daughters; and being aſſiſted through- 
out with the Help and Advice of his 
Companions, he with much Trouble 
furmounted the Fatigue of the Jour- 
ney. Whenever he ſtumbled, or was 
intangled with any Difficulties, Sim- 
plicity was at Hand to extricate him; 
if thro' Wearineſs he was inclin'd to 
Sleep, the Fear of God was ready to 
Touze him, and when he would fit to 
reſt his weary Limbs, his Friend Good- 
will never fail'd to raiſe him. Some- 
times the Tediouſneſs and Hazard of 
the Journey made him begin to waver, 
and he had Thoughts of returningj; 
but then his Companions advis'd him 
to refreſh himſelf with the Fruits call'd 
Truſt in God, which ſoon reviv'd him, 
and gave him new Life. If, as they 
travell d in the Night, he happend to 
Rraggle from the Company, as ſoon 
as Day appear'd Good- , found him 
out and recover'd him. At laſt after 
many Difficulties and Dangers they 
came to a pleaſant Meadow, in the 
midſt of which ſtood the Royal Palace 
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Original Pilgrim, 
of * Charity, the chief Reſidence of 
the Love of God. Deſiderius was over- 
joy'd at the Sight of it, and thought 
the Tediouſneſs of his Journey vaſtly. 
recompens d with ſo pleaſant a Pro- 
* ſpec; and having gratified his Eyes 
with a View of the Place, he diew- 


6— 
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3 * Charity is very properly here called the 
” Habitation of the Love of God, for it is the 
moſt capaciovs and extenſi ve of all Chriſtian 
Virtues. It is the great Goſpel duty fo often 
injoyn'd us by Chriſt, infomuch that he calls 
it the New Commandment. John 13. 34 and 
which he repeats twice in one Chapter, John - 
15. 12,17. By which we ſee the high [mper- 
tance of this Duty, being moſt ſtrictly requir- - 
ed of all that proteſs Chriſt; I will not in fo , 
little {pace pretend to ſhew its Extenſivenels,.. 
but in ſhort it may be thus defin'd: Charity - 
in Reſpect of the Affections and Actions is 
that ſincere K indneſs, which diſpoſes us to 
wiſh and do all Good to others in all their 
Capacities, to their Souls, Bodies, Goods 
and Credit; and this not only to our Friends 
and thole that love us, but to our Enemies. 
And indeed it was what our bleſſed Lord has 
given as the Badge and Livery of his Diſci- 
es, By this ſpall all Men know that ye are my - 
Diſciples, if ye have Love. one te another... 
Fenn 3. 3%. | 
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132 Deſiderius, or the 
near to it with his Companions, and 
ſeeing no Perſon appear'd, he call'd 
and knock'd at the Gate with much 
Importunity, but no Body anſwer'd. 
Upon which Simplicity told him he 
zock the wrong Method; and that 
unleſs he made Uſe of the two Knock- 
ers, * Sighing and Bewailing, he would 
gain no Admittance. Deſiderius rea- 
dily obey'd; and after ſome Time 
ſpent in this holy Exerciſe, the Love 
of God appear'd at a Window, and ſpoke 
to him in a moſt obliging Manner. I 
am glad, ſays he, to fee you waiting 
here flill, and aſſure you I did not de- 
lay appearing, but only to try your 
Patience: Upon which I muſt caution 
you not to value your ſelf, or expect 
Entrance here upon that Account ; 
. for tho you have gone thro' many 
 Difliculties in your Paſſage hither, 
and waited long for Admittance, you 
muſt not imagine it as a due to your 
Merit. Far be it from me, reply 'd, 
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* Sig hixg, Sc. That is a lamenting of our 
ewn Unworthineſs, which Keeps us from 


Charity and the Love of God. 
Deſi . 
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throꝰ many Dangers, and undergone 
great Hardſhips in my Way hither, 
yet I claim no Entrance here by any 
perſonal Merit of my own, but by 
your Compaſſion and Goodneſs. What 


is your Buſineſs here, ſaid the Love of 


God? I came anſwer'd Deſiderius, from 
Humility's Seat with this holy Compa- 


ny you fee, taking my Way direatly 


by chat of Patience, in Queſt of the 
Lowe of God. But what Credentials 


do you bring, ſaid he, that we may 


know you come from Humility ? T have 


two Certificates, reply'd Defiderizs, one 


ſign'd by * Self- knowledge, the other 


by the | Knowledge of God. T approve 


| your 


* Self. knowledge is that by which we come 
to a Senle of our own-Meannels and Unwor- 
thineſs, attributing all that is good to God, 
from whom it muſt proceed, and to our ſelves, 
who are but Duſt and Aſhes, all the Vilenefs 
due to the Dregs of Humane Nature. 


I Knowledge of God. To acknowledge him ta 


be God, is to believe him to be an infinite, 
glorious Spirit, that was from everlaſting, 
1 | without 


1 
Deſideriu, to entertain ſuch, preſump- 
tuous Thoughts; for tho' I have paſs d 
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134 Deſiderius, or rhe 


your Credentials, anſwer'd he, but 


do you think them a ſufficient War- E 
rant for your Admiſſion here? Ns, 1 
reply'd our Traveller; for, as I ſaid 
beſore, I leave that wholly to your : 


Goodneſs: Nor am I certain, whether 
my Credentials are in Form or not, 


* * 


without Beginning, and ſhall be everlaſting 
without End. That he is our Creator, Re- 
dieemer, Sanctifier, Father, Son and Holy 
Ghoſt, one God, bleſſed for ever. That he 
35 ſubje& to no Alteration, but is unchange- | 
able; That he is no bodily Subſtance, ſuch 
as our Eyes may behold, but Spiritual and 
Inviſible, whom no Man hath ſeen or can ſee. 
1 Tim. 6. 16. That he is infinitely great and 
excellent, beyond all that we can conceive 
or Imagine: That he hath receiv'd his Being 
from none, and gives Being to all Things. F 
This we are to believe in Regard of his PI- 
lence, but he is ſet forth to us in Scripture by 
ſeveral Excellencies; as that he is of infinite 
Goodnels, Mercy, Truth, Juſtice, W.iſdom, | 
Power, Majeſty, c. that he governs ail | 
Things by his Providence; that he knows | 
all Things, and is preſent in all Places: All | 
theſe divine Excellencies we muſt firmly be- 
lieve to be in God, and that in the greateſt 
Degree; and we muſt perform to him all 
thole feveial Paits of Duty which belong, 
from a Creature to his God... | 
is | N 
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Original Pilgrim. 135 
But of this I am ſure, that I made a 
. conſiderable Stay with Humility, where 
I injoy'd a happy Converſation with 
her and her holy Family ſo long, as 
to be perfectly acquainted with them 
and their Condition. They furniſh'd 
me with good Inſtructions for my 
Journey; but whether I have well di- 
+. geſted them, or made a right Uſe of 
them, I muſt confeſs I am at a Loſs. 
For in my Way hither I often fell, and 
was ſometimes ſo intangled in Difh- 
culties, that without the Help of my 


gerous Indiſpoſitions; but eſpecially 
my own natural Meanneſs and hu- 
mane Imperfection; of which, I am 
inform'd, none can ſo ſpeedily cure 
me as the Love of God ; for he is faid 
to be a moſt excellent Phyſician, that 
can at firſt Sight diſcover the moſt ſe- 
cret Vices and Defects that lurk in our 
Hearts, and with a Touch of his Hand 
remove them, But for what Reaſon, 
ſays the Love of God, are you ſo ſoli- 
_ os | citous 


136 Defiderius,' or the 
citous for a Cure? Becauſe, reply'q 
Deſiderius, I find none but the Whole 
and Sound are admitted here. Well 
then, ſays the Love of God, who had 

| hitherto conceal'd himſelf, ſince you 
have ſo generous a Confidence in me, 
I will not fail to ſerve you: But you 
muſt wait till I ſend a Youth called 
the Lyve of our Neighbour to you, 
without whoſe Acquaintance and In- 

ſtruction no Body is admitted to ſpeak 
with the Love of God within Doors, 

Deſiderius with his uſual Patience 

waited the Coming of this holy Ma- 
ſter of Divine Ceremonies; who no. 
ſooner appear'd, but our poor Tra- 
veller was ſo affected with Joy, that 


Love of our Neighbour, The Love of G 
may not improperly here be called the Patent 
of the Love of our Neighbour ; for he, that 
truly loves God, will of Courle love his 
Neighbour. This Love of our Neighbour 
conliſts in all Kinds of Charity, and of Nega- 
tive and Poſiti ve Juſtice, As tor Charity (See 
Page 121) As for Negative Juſtice, it is to 
do no Wrong or Injury to any. Poſitive Ju- 
ſtice is to do Right to all; that is, to yield 


tuem whatever appertains or is due to them. 
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muſt firſt be acquainted with me ; for 


| inal Pilgrim. 
he could not forbear expreſſing it in 
Tears, The Youth ask'd the Cauſe 
of his Sorrow in a Place where all 
were chearful? Deſiderius told him 
they were-Tears of Joy; and being 
ask'd his Buſineſs, he ſaid he wanted 
to ſpeak with the Love of God. The 
Youth told him he was his Servant: 
But, continu'd he, if you have any 

real Buſineſs with the Love of God, you 


ROY 


PPP 8 


he is a moſt tender Maſter, and ſo kind 
to me, that whoſoever loves not * me, 
muſt not pretend to approach him. 
Upon this Deſiderius earneſtly. preſs d 
to be admitted into the Number of his 
Friends, and to know the Condition. 
To which the Youth reply'd, The firſt 
of theſe is Humility of Thought, the ſe- 
cond Humility of Speech, and the third - 


* 


©, 
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* 
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* Me. So neceſſary a Qualification is the 
Love of our Neighbour towards the attaining 
the Love of God, that there is no Poſlibility of 
arriving at the one without the other: For 
how can he be ſaid to love God, whom he 
hath not ſeen, who doth not love his Neigh- 
bour, whom he hath ſeen ? 
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138 Deſiderius, or tbe 


Humility of Action. To make your ſelf 
Maſter of the firſt, you muſt arm your 
ſelf with holy Reſolution, the Spouſe. of 
Humility, and Self-contempt ; to the Ad- 
vance ment of which, a good Opinion 
and Eſteem. of your Neighbour will 
not a little contribute. The ſecond 
Qualification call'd Humility of Speech 
conſiſts of Humility, Courteſy and Aa- 
bility, juſtly modified with * Slowneſ' 
and Sparingneſs of Words. The third, 
Viz. Humility of Action is a Compoſition 
of Chearfulneſs, Love and Diligence; 
variouſly applied as Occaſion offers, 
Theſe are the Virtues, that muſt qua- 
lify you for my Friendſhip, and when 
you are once Maſter of them,you will 
ſoon be admitted to the Converſation 
of the Love of God. 


. 


* Slowneſs, &c. As Pertneſs and Forward- 
neſs in Converſation argue a great Levity 
and vain Affectation; fo Sparingneſs and 
Slowneſs of Speech ſhew Modeſly and Self- 
contempt; which duly practis'd would take 
off much from that Self-conceit, which too 
many entertain of their own Abilities. 
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Deſiderius having ſpent ſome Time 
in the Company of the Love of our 
Neighbour, and by conſtant Practice 
made himſelf familiar with the Quali- 
fications, claim'd his Promiſe of intro- 

ducing him to the Lowe of God. The 
Youth readily conſented, and, deſi- 
ring him to wait a little, withdrew. 
Defiderizs being now alone had Time 
to ruminate on the Greatneſs of the 
Favour he had ask'd, and his own Un- 
worthineſs to receive it; and to con- 
demn himſelf, who was ſo vile and 
mean a Wretch,for preſuming to con- 
verſe wich ſo great and illuſtrious a 
erſon. Whilſt he labour'd under theſe 
nxicties,he ſaw One coming towards 
im, who preſently ask'd, with whom 
e. wanted to ſpeak? To which he 
anſwer'd, With the Love of God. I am 
he, reply'd the Perſon: At which our 
Traveller fell down at his Feet, deſti- 
tute of Strength and Speech. The 
Love of God with an ingaging Tender- 
neſs rais'd him, which ſo affected De- 
- ſiderias, that he burſt into Tears, ad- 
miring the great Goodneſs and Con- 
deſcenſion of the Love of God, in taking 
| | Notice 


— — — 


— em nmr 1s 


. 


N _ 


en 


phy OG v5 


. 


* 


bad. $5. 


«lead kh 
RL 


g 


140 Deſiderius, or the 
Notice of ſo poor a Creature as he was. 
This Behaviour of Defiderius drew con- 
doling Tears from the Love of God's 
Eyes, who deſired the Stranger to for- 
bear weeping ; for he could not with- 
out great Emotion and Concern ſee a 
Perſon in Tears, who had taken fo 
much Pains to viſit him. | 
Deſiderius having ſomewhat com- 
pcs d himſelf, the Love of God ask'd him, 
by whoſe Directions he found him out. 
To which he anſ{wer'd,that he receiv'd 


is Inſtructions from an antient Shep- 


erd, whom he met in his Travels, 
ut what, ſaid he, is your Buſineſs ? 


No ſecular Advantage, reply'd- the 


other, but the deſire of coming to the 
Knowledge of the Love of God, which 
is the only true Felicity on Earth, and 
which is not to be obtain'd but by you. 
The Lowe of God was mightily pleas'd 
with the religious Deſire of his new 
Servant, and which he ſaw each Mo- 
ment improve and advance, eſpecially 
when he cold him, it was no Wonder, 


that he was ſo hard to be met with, 


ſince he was of divine Extraction, and 
Son of the Lord of the Univerſe, There 
| 15 
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| Original Pilgrim. 141 
is a Myſtery in that, reply'd the Love 
of God, and greater than you are a- 
ware of: For there are ſome, who 
think they have not found or known 
me, tho' I am very near them, and 
ſometimes wholly poſſeſs them. And 
there are others, who vainly flatter 
themſelves, that they have found me, 


Some, &c. Theſe may be not unlike the 


Publican in the Golpe]l, whoſe Humility ten- 


ders all their Acts acceptable to God: For 
there are two Things which make our Prayers 
and all publick Acts eſpecially of no Effect, 


and they are Confidence of our Righteouſneſs, 
and Contempt of others; but an humble Heart 


is contrary to both theſe. | 

+ Others, &c. Altho' we confeſs that what- 
loe ver we have, we have it of God; yet are 
we delpis'd of God, as proud and ariogant, 
if we put never ſo little Truſt in our own 
Works before God. Theſe are thole who 
think they love God, and have arriv'd to the 


Perfection of it, becauſe they are fond of 
themſelves; but the meek, the humble, the 


ſelt-denying Man, who thinking the-worſt 
of himſelt, will not ſuppoſe the Love of God 
near, becauſe he doth not deſerve him, injoys 
more of it, than the vain-glolious ſelf-con- 
ceited Phariſee. 5 ; 
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142 Deſiderius, or the © 
when at the ſame Time they know 
nothing of me. 
Here Defiderius begg'd to know his 
Condition and Office, that he might 
be ſatisfied whether he was near him 
or not. My Duty and Buſineſs, ſaid 
he, is to love God; to do which I 
have the greateſt Obligation, for I am 
nearly related to the * Knowledge of 
God. But, pray, reply'd Deſiderius, how 
do you love God ? I love him, an- 
ſwered he, with the moſt pure and re- 
fin d Deſire; my Soul and all my Fa- 
culties are wholly taken up with the 
divine Rapture and Contemplation of 
his Goodneſs: I leave no Difficulty 
unattempted to gain the Knowledge 
of him, and for it think my ſelf in 
Duty bound to praiſe him always, 
that others mov d by my Example may 
do ſo too. How vaſtly do you eſteem 


U 


* Knowledge of God. This is very appoſitely 
called a Relation to the Lore of God; for the 
Love of God being an Act of Love rais'd by a 
clear Apprehenſion of his Excellency and 
Goodnets, it is plain we can not be truly ſaid 
to love Gcd, till we know him. 
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the Favour of an earthly Potentate? 
And is not eternal Happineſs, the Gift 
of an immortal King infinitely more 
preferable ? Yet this without the Love 
of God is not to be obtain d; and who 
deſerves the Injoyment of what he ne- 
ver ſincerely lov'd ? It is my great 

are and Concern to do nothing that 
may diſpleaſe or affront my God; but 
if thro' the Frailty of my Nature I 
happen in any Thing to offend him, 
I immediately deprecate his Diſplea- 
ſure by asking Pardon and amending 
my Life; by which I am receivd into 
avour again. And ſince the Great- 
neſs and Goodnels of God is ſuch, I 
think it not only'my Duty to do what 
he has commanded , but what even 
the loweſt and meaneſt of our Family 
ſhall in his Name injoin me. Then 
in all my Addreſſes I approach him 
with the moſt profound Reverence, 
Devotion, Joy, Humility and Love; 
by the Help of which I know how 
much I love him, and whether I obey 
him as I ought, I know I offer him 
the moſt acceptable Service; for how 
an I expect my Services to be e 
R Thos: 
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: . 
q 


ful co him, or that I ſhould be lov'd 


by him, if I do not perform what he 


commands mee 

In this Diſpoſition of Love Ireſolv'd 
to do my Duty; to which when LI had 
once oblig'd my felf, I thought ir (till 
more neceſſary, making God's Word 
the Rule of my Thoughts and Actions; 
the Ignorance of which hath cauſed 
too many to offend; tho' they, who 
know it and neglect it, have much 
more to Anſwer for; the former of- 
fending thro' Ignornace, the later a- 


gainſt the Light of Knowledge, which | 


is ſinning for the ſake of Sin. The Ob- 
ligations under which I have laid my 
ſelf; I indeavour to obſerve with my 


utmoſt Faithfulneſs and Care; eſpe- 
_ cially thoſe of * Obedience, Chaſtity and 


E e Poverty, 


. 


* Obedience, Chaſtity and Poverty, are three 
rand Helps in the Conduct of Lite, and Per- 
fuit of the Love of God : For by Obedience we 
reſign our ſelves wholly up to the Will and 


Directions of God. By Chaſtity we deny our 
_ ſelves all carnal Pleaſures, which are too apt 2 


to ingage and detirpate our Minds, when 
they thould be better imploy'd: And by _— 
| | — tellion 
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Poverty. Theſe are my conſtant Com- 
panions, by whoſe Help I am inabled 

to do my Duty in other Reſpects; an 
therefore I have a more ſtrict Regar 
to them, leaſt I ſhould in any Thing 
| offend: To prevent which I thus in- 
terrogate my ſelf every Morning: 
Conſider ; O my Soul, how thou ob 
| ſerveſt theſe three Virtues of Obedience, 

| Chaſtity and Poverty, and that thou of- | 
fend not in Deed, Word or Thought. | 
7 Likewiſe at Night I call my ſelf to a 
| {tri& Account, and ſcrutinize into the 
moſt ſecret Receſſes of my Soul, to 
try whether I have been deficient in 
any Part of my Duty. . 
But for my further Aſſiſtance in the 
Performance of my Duty, I ſtrictly 
practiſe theſe three ſpiritual Exerciſes, 
VIZ. To ask Nothing ; To deſire Nothing; 
To think of Nothing. The firſt of theſe 
inſtructs me in Obedience; for by asking 


feſſion of Poverty we are ſecure from thoſe 
| Cloggs, Riches and worldly Cures, which 
' Our 'F would take our Minds off fron that real 
| Pt Wealth of Heaven which is imperiſhable by 
ynen Time or Accidents | 
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Nothing I caſt my ſelf intirely upon 
Providence, which renders me mote 


dear to my God, who fot my Traſting 
in him is as ready as able to ſupply my 
Wants; and by this holy Dependanee, 
and taking no Care or Thought for the 
Things of this World, I am more at 
'Leiſure to contemplate rhe divine 
\ Goodneſs, and exerciſe my fell in ſpi- 
ritual Affairs: For ſhould I give Way 
to my unruly Will to ask, it might be- 


tray me into a dangerous Curioſity, 


which may prove a Snare -and Tem- 
ꝓtation to me, for under the Pretence 
of Neceflity there lurk many Sins, 


eſpecially in thoſe Things which re- 


late to the Support of the Body, 2: 
Food, Raiment, Cc. - 


De ſiderius had heard the Love of Gol 


wich great Attention and Patience hi- 
therto, but now not rightly appre- 
Hending him, he thus haſtily inter- 


rupted. Muſt we not ask under the 
fevere Preſſures of Neeeſſity? Yes, 


reply'd he, with great Mildneſs, you 


may and ought, but with humble Re- 


Highation to the Will 6f God, and fot 
by. the Impulſe of your own Will 


2 
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But how, anfwer d he, fall I know 
che Difference? Thus, ſays the Love 
of God: you are under no Neceſſity 
of asking, when you can bear the 
ant of What you wonld have witft- 
out any Detrimeat of Body or Mind. 
Butz if you can not without great Da- 
mage of Health ot othetwiſè be with- 
ont it; it would be Sin not to ask it. 
Again, if you are convinc'd you can 
fuſtain Life without che Thing you 
would ask, tho' under ſome Incon- 
veniencies aud Trouble, you ought 
to decline it; nay, tho' che Thing 
ou defire may be; of ſeem ſome what 
neceſſary, it is an Eminent Pitch ef 
Virtue to: deny your ſelf the Injoy- 
ment of it, tho' otherwiſe you might 
lawfully and without Offence ask it. 
And this Self=4nial for the ſake of the 
Lo ve of God is a great and indearing 
Recommendation to divine Provi- 
dence. Bar if the Thing you would 
ask, be of ſuch a Nature, that you can 
exfily be without ie, then if you ask 
ity ydu may be aſſur'd it is the Act of 
Pour own Wilt; cho' it be colonr'd 
over wich the ſpecious Prerenge of a 
ES (3 2. moi 
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Original Pilgrim. 

Courſe, And herein the great Neceſ- 
ſity of this holy Exerciſe of 4% ing 
Not hing appears ; for by it Chaſtity is 
ſupported, whole Duty is to deſire no- 
thing worldly or carnal; and. this is 
maintain'd by the third ſpiritual Ex- 

. erciſe, that of Thinking Nothing; for 
from Thoughts good or bad proceed 
Deſires, and from them Demands: 
Now, that you may not miſtake me, 
by Thinking Nothing, I mean Thinking 
Nothing ili; for no Man can naturally | 
be ſuppos'd to think Nothing. But 
the Nature of the Thought I mean 
here is ſuch as is reſolute. and fix'd 
with the Sonſent of Reaſon, and one 
Will refign'd to the Will of God. 

The greateſt Danger of deviating 
from theſe ſpiritual Exerciſes gene- 
rally proceeds from aNegle&of guard- 
ing the Senſes, eſpecially the Eye; 
which is too oft a fatal Inlet of unchaſt 
Thoughts, and from thence of impure 

. Deſires into the Soul; which Danger 
ene ct. 
Theſe three ſpiritual Exerciſes thus 
religiouſlyperform'd preſervemy Mind 

from all worldly Pollution, and the per- 
| G3 mou 
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150 Detiderius, 97 tbe 
nicious Effects of my own Will; purge 
my Heart from all Impurity ; extin- 
guiſh ſordid Self-lowve, and intitely u- 
nite me to my Lord and Maſter. And 
to ſtrengthen me the more, I con- 
flantly practiſe all other holy Exer- 
eiſes, as well thoſe which relate to 
Humility, as thoſe that belong to o- 
'ther Virtues ; which carry this Reward 
with them, that they procure to my 
Soul an intire Quiet, and prepare it 
for heavenly Entertainments. 
But beſides the former Duties which 
are requiſne to qualify us for the Love 
F God, (for the more we are indu'd. 
with Purity of Mind, the more clear- 
iy we behold and know him) I take 
to my Affiftance two other Duties, 
called the Fear and Reverence of God, 
Theſe I acquire by confidering with 
my feif, who the Lord is, and who T 
am, I contemplate him as the moſt 
ſacred and divine Majeſty of Heaven 
and Earth; only worthy to be fear'd 
and reverenc'd of all his Creatures. 1 
conſider the bleffed Condition” of his 
holy Attendants, the miniſtring Spi- 
lits, which execute his Will, 9 
e or 
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| Wretches to appear before thee ? Does 
it become the Royal Majeſty of the 
Univerſe to be attended by Duſt and 
Aſhes? In Anſwer to this, his Exceſs 
of Goodneſs meits me into Tears, and 
he forbids me to inquire further, ſay- 
ing, This is no Part of Duty requir'd 
of you, nor are you of your ſelf able 

to ſet about it. Why I have call'd you 
to be my Servant is beſt known to my 
ſelf. Do you take Care diligently to 
diſcharge your Duty, and be ſolici- 
tous about nothing elſe. 


o 


Being thus prepar'd with Humility, 
Tear and Reverencc, pray, fays Def 


of Heaven. If an earthly Prince ſhould but 
vouchſafe to let one of his meaneſt Subjects 
talk familiarly with him, it would be look'd 
upon as a great Honour; that Man, how de- 
fpicable ſoever he was before, would then be 
the Fnvy of all his Neighbours; and no 
doubt but he would gladly imbrace all Op- 
Portunities cf receiving ſo great an Honour. 
ut alas! This is nothing to the Honour is 
offered us, who are allowed, nay invited te 
ipeak to, and converſe with the King of 
Kings; and therefore how forward ſhould 
we in all Reaſon be to it? 


| derias, 


Original Pilgrim. 153. 
derius, in what manner do you addreſs. 
your ſelf to him? I pay my Duty in 
Prayer, ſays he, not grudgingly or 
unwillingly, but with Attention, Di- 
ligence, Devotion, Chearfulneſs and 
Good-will ; and when I apply to him. 


2 for any particular Favour or Bleſſing, 
- - 


| (as I frequently muſt, becauſe I am. 
always in Want) I begin with Praiſe. 


and Thankſgiving, which is moſt ac- 


ceptable to him; for in praiſing him 
I commemorate all his wondrous. 
Works; in which I not only pleaſe 
him, but greatly delight my ſelf, with 
the ſame Pleaſure, extolling his Pow- 
er, Wiſdom and other “ Attributes. 


* Atizibutes, There is nothing more ad- 
vances the Praiſe of God, and the Reaſon for: 
fo doing, than commemorating and extolling. 
the Attributes of God; for the ineffable- 
Greatneſs of his Power, Goodneſs, Mercy, 
Truth, Juſtice, Wiſdom, &fc. of which none 
but God himſelf can. be ſaid to be. Maſter,. 
muſt ſtrike a moſt awful Reverence upon our. 

Minds. And when we conſider him thus infi- 
nitely Great and Good, and acknowledge him. 
{ach; we ſhalt with Pleaſure perform to him 
all thoſe Duties which belong from a Crea- 


ture to his Gods | 


„„ 


Then I repeat the particular Mercies 


which he hath beſtow'd on hisServants, 

Till praiſing and magniſying his holy 
Name for them. Nor do I only Nile 
him for his Mercies to his Servants, 
dur his immenſe Love and Goodneſs 
to his Enemies, whom he graciouſly 
courts by the daily Bleflings he heaps 


on them, to return and reconcile them 
ſelves to him. But, ſays Deſiderias, 


Why do you ſo much affect this Duty 


of *, Praiſe? Becauſe replies the Love 


of God, the more I magnify and extol 

im, the more I debaſe my ſelf; which 
Act of Humility is wonderfully accep- 
table to him; for whilſt we admire 


and adore his Greatneſs, Excellency, 


. Goodneſs, &c. we can not forget oug 


own Meannefs and wretched Condi- 
tion, of which we can got be more. 


* Praiſe is a Part of Prayer, whereby we 
thank and bleſs God for all his Mercies Spi- 
ritual and Temporal, either to our own Per- 


Tone, and fhoſe that immediately belong to usg 


or to the Church and Nation whereof we ale 
Members, or yet more general to al Mankind, 


as well Enemies as Friends. | 
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* 


of the great Creator of all Things. 
Having thus out of a due Conſide- 
ration of his Omniporence and Excel- 
lence devoted my ſelf to his Service, 
and refolv'd, that nothing in this 


World, 


of ever ſo great Moment, . 


ſhall prevail with me to offend him; 
I pray to him for Strength to inable 
me to perſevere in my Duty; for For- 
giveneſs of all paſt Tranſgretiions, and 


to aſſiſt 


me with his Grace to think of 


and love nothing but himſelf. And 
ſince he has been pleas d to admit me 
to the Honour of his Service and Fa- 
miliarity with him, I humbly beg the - 
Help of his reſtraining Grace, to keep 
me from ſcandalizing him by any 
wicked Action. Afterwards I pray for 
all thoſe, to whom I have any tempo- 

ral or ſpiritual Obligation; and not 


only for this Family, but all Mankind; 


+ 


that God would be merciful to them, 
and incline their Hearts to know, 

love and praiſe him. And all this 1 
offer to him with a true and unfeigned- 


SInceri 
* But, 


ty and Purity of Heart. 8 
fays Defiderims, how do you ac- 
| qu1u1&- 


pret all I ſee and hear for the beſt, 


15s Deſderius, er che 

quire this Sincerity and Purity cf 
Heart? I indeavour it, replies he, 
with all my Might, by keeping a 
ſtrict Guard over my Faculties, watch- 

ing my Thoughts, Words and Actions, 

retraining my Senſes, and cloſely re- 

taining Simplicity; by the Help of 

which [ candidly and charitably inter- 


* 


And that I may be ſecure from all Fear | 
and Danger, I give up my ſelf wholly }* 
10 my Lord and Maſter, and propoſe |' 
him the Centre of all my Joy, Com- 
fort and Pleaſure. And for this Cauſe |! 

I have reſolv'd to wean my felf from 
the World, and be wholly at Leiſure } 
to him, and never go from him, bur 
when he commands me. But, ſays 
efiderius, is Reading of no Uſe? It 
is very good and neceſlary, anſwer'd 
the Love of God; yet not for the ſake 
of making your ſelf learned or skilful, 
dat to improve your ſelſ in the Know- 
ledge and Love of God. And for this 
thers is no need of many Books. What 
Ichiefly regard and deſire is, that I 
may transfer the Love of my Soul in- 
tirely to that of God, and unite -” * 
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ections of my Heart, my — 
and Underſtanding to him. His Love 
is all- ſufficient to me; it is that alone, 
which can teach and inſtruct me in all 
Things, and in the very Act of loving 
him I can diſcover more Secrets and. 
My fteries than all the Books in the 
World contain. And when Jam“ pre- 
ſent with him, I learn more Purity of 
Mind, Fear, Devotion, Reverence, 
Compunction, Fortitude and Subdu- 
ction of the Fleſh, than from Reading: 
And J am certain that God will not fo 
much require an Account of me, how 
much I have ſtudied, and how much 
I have read, as how much I have loved 
him. Not that I condemn Readin 
for I think it highly neceſſary for thoſe, 
who are ignorant of the Ways of the 
Lord: Theſe ought to ſpend much 
Time in reading, that by it they may 


=4 


* Preſent, That is at the Time of Prayer 
and Meditation, when we are ſtrictly and de- 
voutly imployed in addreſſing our ſelves to, or 
thinking of him; for that is the Time, whilſt 
we live here below, that we can properly be 
id to be preſent and converſe with God. 
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be inſtructed in ſpiritual Exerciſes, and 
learn to love and fear God. A Ruſtick 
that is unus'd to the Manners of a 
Court, is very unfit to approach the 
oyal Preſence, and addreſs a tem- 
poral Prince, The Caſe is the ſame 
in Spirituals, for by reading and other 
holy Exerciſes, we muſt qualify our 
ſelves to approach the divine Good- 
neſs, When I apply my ſelf ro my 
God, I think it highly neceſſary to 
have my Thoughts and all my Facul- 
ties wholly intent upon him, becauſe 
his all- ſeeing Eye can difcover the 
leſt Wandering or Neglect: This 
makes me approach him with the 
greater Reverence and Attention. 
aſtly J praiſe and thank him for al 
the Bleſſings he hath beſtowed upon 
me, and the reſt of Mankind, which 
I the oftner recognize, that I may re- 
tain the Memory af them, and avoid 

the Imputation of Ingratitude. 
What T have hitherto ſaid of the 
Love of God, implies the Love of hin 
fo far as not to offend him, and to 
keep his' Will and Commandments. 
There ts yet another Degree * the 
5 Love 
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Original Pilgrim. 159 
ove of God; and that is, to do. all 
Things, which I know, or can but 
tllink are acceptable and pleaſing to 
him. But how, cries Deſderiu, can 
you tell, that what you do may pleaſe 
him? There are two Things, anſwer d 
the Love of God, which afſure me of 
this; viz. When I love what he loves, 
and hate what he hates. As to the 
firſt, I love his Son as the moſt de- 
lightful, moſt amiable and moſt defi- 
rable Object of my Affection; but 
much more, becauſe he is moſt like 
his Father, to whom he was all Obe- 
dience, and whom the Father loves 
as himſelf, becauſe he is more like 
im than any natural Child ever was 
to his own Parent. And that Unity 
and Love which is between the Father 
and the Son is ſo great, that they botn 
are but one; and tho they be diſtin& 
in Perſon, yet they are but one in 
Eſſence. For this Son the Father with. 
his own Hands made a Garment, - 


* 


— 
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* * Garment. This is an Emblem of the Chri- | 
z ſtian Prieſthood, which was firſt inftituted by 
| theFather,and theSon the firſt that A it 
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ſuch as Shepherds wear ; cloth'd with 
which he went from his Father's 
MY Court, (tho' notwithſtanding he is al. 
_ ways preſent wich him) and came in- 
to this Wilderneſs to find his ſcatter'd 
Flock; where he had not long been, 
but he was ſlain by Wolves. This 
God permitted out of his immenſe 
Love to us, that we, who dwell in his 
Houſe and live by his Bounty, might 
be ſenſible of his tender Affection, 
who ſpared not his only and beloved 
Son, but ſuffered him to be ſacrificed 
for us. This melancholick Relation 
touch'd Deſiderius ſo ſenſibly, that he 
could not forbear Tears: But the Lowe 
of God went on. Altho' God the Fa- 
ther permitted his Son thus to die, yet 
he ſoon rais'd him from the Grave in 
a much more glorious and triumphant 
State, than what he had appear in 
before, and ſummoning his Sheep to- 
gether, he left them as a Monument 
of his Care ; for being receiv'd up in- 
to Glory, where he fits at his Father's 
right Hand, he continues a conſtant 
Mediator for them. This was the 
greateſt Inſtance of his Love, _ 
with⸗- 


7 
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without which it would be impoſſible 
for us to ſubſiſt. In grateful Memory 
of which we make him the Centre of 
our Love, and aim at nothing but 
what may pleaſe him. But how, cry d 
Diſiderius, do you love and pleaſe him? 


By commemorating his moſt holy Life, 


reply'd the Love of God, his Agony 
and bloody Sweat; his Croſs and Paſ- 
jon; his precious Death and Burial? 


his glorious Reſurrection and Aſcen- 
ſion; his infinite Love in fending the 


Holy Ghoſt to comfort us, and by a 


ſtrict Obſervation of his moſt ſacred 


Inſtitutions I conform my (elf as far as 


I uam able to his moſt holy Will and 
2 Pleaſure: For God moſt affectionately 
loves them, who fludiouſly imitate the 
Example of kis bleſſed Son. And for 


this Cauſe it was that he ſent his Son 


to live amongſt and inftru& us, who 
before led a Life little differing from 


that of Brutes. Him therefore God 
the Father hath propos'd to us as a 
Mirrour, by contemplating which we 
arrive at the Knowledge of his Will 
and our own Duty. . 13 
But, continued the Love of God, there 
0 


a & the 
nother Thing to be oblerv'd, and 
is the Love of our Neighbour, Which 
ity God fo ſtrictly requires of 


ago; As; 
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cautious how I diſoblige or afflict him, 
and make it my Buſineſs to do him all 
the Offices of Love and Friendſhip I 
think no ill of him, but charitably cx. 
._ cyſe what I ſee amiſs in him. I never 
haſtily reprove him, but pity and bear 
with his natural Defects and Infirmi- 
ties, and condole his Misfortunes and 
Afflictions. I never detract from or 
flatter him in his Abſence, nor allow 
the ſame in others. I pray to God to 
keep and love him, and to bleſs him 
with all ſpiritual and temporal, Gifts, 
as well as my ſelf. If it pleaſe God to 
diſpenſe an extraordinary Portion of 
worldly Bleſſings, l rejoyce with Wi 
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he hath created in his own Image, ang 

to whom he hath given Excellence 

and Pre-eminence over all other Part; 
of the Creation? Temporal Princes 
demand and expect a juſt Deference 
and Service from their Subjects in the] 

moſt minute Circumſtance; and ſhall Þ 

not we much more revere and adore |: 

the King of Kings, eſpecially ſince he 
allows us free Acceſs, and expects our] 
daily Addreſſes? The Neglect of this 

Service is too apparent in the World, 
for there, if at all, he is ſerved with 
ſuch Indifference, that they think the 
moſt negligent ſlovenly Manner good 
enough. But tno the whole World 
deſert his Service, Iwill to the laſt per- 
ſevere in my Duty to him. 

But ſtill, continued the Love of God, 
there remains another Thing,by which 
Tknow when my Actions pleaſe God; 
and that is when I hate thoſe Things, 

which he hates. Now I am fully per- 
ſuaded, that my Lord hath two grea: 

Enemies, the World and the Fleh: 
Theſe I hate, and as Rebels to my God 

and King declare War againſt them, 
and reſolve never to have Familiarity 
| ol 
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or Converſation with them, but wien 
God ſhall command me; whoſe Pre- 
cepts weigh more with me than my 
ace on Reſolution. Therefore when God 
leaves it to my Choice, I ſtudiouſly a- 
void all Occaſions of converſing with 
Men. But when he thinks fit to ſend 
me into the World, I readily obey him, 
and having perform'd his Will 1 return 
wich all the HaſtI can, leaft by tarry- | 
ing too long 1 ſhould attract ſome 
Contagion, and be captivated and in- 
ſnared with the Frauds of it: For I 
am ſure, that whoever at this Time 
converſes with the World, tho' he be , 
no Looſer, is certain to be no Gain» 
er. For the ſame Reaſon I am con- 
ſtantly upon my Guard againſt the In- 
firmities of my Fleſh, which is no leſs 
dangerous an Enemy to God and my 

ul, and therefore I hate and abhor 
my own Impurity; I reſtrain all evil 
Motions and unlawful Defires, and 
check all paſſionate Perturbations and 
inordinate Propenſions, which I know 
are odious and ungrateful to my God; 
for the Love of * ſometimes ſe= 
3; clude my ſelf from the Converſation 

sven 
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even of this Family, mot appeatine 
but when 


of any Contempt 6r Pride, or that! 
think them uhworthy of my Convpany 
(for as 1 told you before 1 lbok upon 


them as my Superiours) but that I 4 
Reaſon 3 


unworthy of theirs. For 
I feldom <converfe with them, 

when JI am oblig'd of eommaided. 
It's ftrange, faid Diſidentut, that you 
ſhould ſhun! the Cbnverſarion of {© 
happy a Society! You will not rhink 
it fo, anfwer'd the Love of God, when 


er 


you confider the State of Religion at 
this Time in the World: Reflect but“ 


dn thofe who art exll'd Religion, in a 


| Monaſtick State; they, that ought to i 


ny the World, and alt eatchly Spten- 
dour, live up te the Grandeur arid 
Luxuty of Princes: Their Monaſteries 
are ſo many ſtately Pulaces, and they 
mdulgethemfelvesinPlenty and Plea- 
fure: Their Converfation is of no. 
thing bot worldly Affairs, and their 
Minds are ſeldom at Leiſure to ſerve. 
God, ſcarcely in the Choit, where 
the holy Offecs are pbrſorm'd e 
1 7 AIuchn 


| harity or Neceſſity demand q 
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ſuch Coolneſs and Indifference, that 
they ſeem in them rather cuſtomary 
Habits, than religious Duties. Nay 
even this poor Service in them is per- 
fectly extorted, and they can ſcarcely 
be ſaid to be religious but in the Name 
and Habit of their Order. This Neg- 
ligence makes them Strangers to God, 
of whoſe Love, or any Thing rela- 
ting to him, they have no Taſt; for 
which Cauſe they are hated and de- 
ſpiſed by him. This is the true Rea- 
ſon why affect Solitude; for being a- 


lone I am mote at Leiſure to pray to 
* and praiſe God; by which holy Ex- 


erciſes my Soul is ſo inflam'd with the 
Love of him, that I the more readily 
ſhake Hands with the World, and be- 
take my ſelf wholly to him, who is 
my only Joy and Delight. | 

Bur, good Sir, ſays Deſiderias, will 
not the World be apt to accule you of 
| Singularity for this Reſervedneſs? I 


value not that, reply'd he; for my 


Bufineſs is not to pleaſe Men, eſpe- 
cially ſuch as diſpleaſe God; and ſo 
long as I occaſion no Scandal or 


12 
enge to any, they may think or 5 
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of me what they pleaſe. What I do 
is my Duty; and if you deſire my Ac- 
quaintance and Friendſhip, you muſt 

do as I have done. - 

De ſiderius was mightily pleas'd with 
the Converſation of the Love of God, 
and having well weigh'd what he had 
faid to him, he ask'd him, whether 
after he had done all this he had any 
Thing to fear? Yes, reply'd he; for 
after I have done my Duty, Iam ve- 
ry careful to guard my ſelf againſt 
Vain- glory and Self- conceit, which are 
very watchful to betray me. For, if 
theſe once creep in upon my Thoughts, 
and that I grow vain and value my 
ſelf upon what L have done, I am cer- 
tain to be expell'd this Place, But 
from them I ſecure my ſelf by practi- 
fing thoſe holy Leſſons I receiv'd from 
that pious Matron Humility, and which 
are my conftant Companions. - 
Dieſiderius being fully ſatisfied with 
what he had heard, begg'd the Love of 
God to introduce him into the Houſe, 
That I will, ſaid he; and ſince your 
Mind is ſo well form'd, I will conduct 


you to a Friend and Relation of mine, 
: _ who 
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who in Office and Dignity is Superi- 
' our to me. Deſiderius deſiring to know 
t © his Name, he told him he was call'd 
| the Deſire of God; whom they met up- 
on their Entrance into the Houſe : He 
ſeeing a Stranger in Company with. 
the Love of God, ask'd his Buſineſs. De- 
ſaderius told him he begg'd the Honour 
of being admitted into the Number of 


* 


r his Servants. The Deſire of God being 
A very much pleas'd with the Readineſs . - 
and Affection of Deſiderius, told him, 

re that if he had a Mind to live with him, 
if he muſt be firſt well inſtructed by his 
ts, Brother the Love of God. That Deſide- 


ly Þ 75 told him had been already done, 
i- Þ and that with the divine Aſſiſtance he 
Was reſolv'd to perſue his Directions. 
But, continu'd he, I am not certain 
whether I am, without all Ambiguity, 
throughly indued with the Love cf 
God; and therefore humbly ſubmit 
that Point to you, for I can affirm no- 
thing of my ſelf. The Defire of God 
Was charm'd with the Humility of De- 
 ſiderius, and therefore was eaſily pre- 
| vaild upon to give an Account of 
Himſelf and Quality in this Manner. 
As 
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As Man, ſays he, by a true Knowledge 


of himfelf comes to a thro Contempt 
of himſelf, and by a true Knowledge 


of God arrives at the true Love of God, 


ſo by the great Love of God he attains 
to a greater Deſire of God. Now he 
that would gain me, who am called 


the Defire of God, muſt deſire nothing 


that reliſhes of the World: For the 


Deſire of God inſpires ſuch with a 


Generoſity-and Excellence of Mind, 
that ſets themabove defiring any Thing 
but the chief and only Good, which 


is God; and when a Man is arriv'd 


to this ſublime Deſire, tho' he be of 
beggarly Extraction, I preſer him to 
the Condition of Kings, Whoever 1s 
indu'd with this Defire, he thinks and 


| ſpeaks of nothing but God: God is 
his Treaſure, and there his Heart 1s 


fix d. It is the true and ſolid Refe- 
dion of the holy Mind, which nothing 
elſe can ſupply. By Virtue of this, 
continued he, I injoy the higheſt Poſt 
of Honour in our Family. Ir is in my 
Power to admit what Friend I pleaſe; 
eſſenger of divine Love; 
I approach him the neareft of > ; : 
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Who told him, that it was of it ſelf 
the pureſt Thing in the World, and 


therefore was not to be touch'd or 


eaten by any Perſon that was not per- 


fectly clean. I would gladly be clean, 


ſaid Deſiderius, that I might eat of this 
Fruit, but where ſhall I get Water? 


I will conduct you, ſays he, to a Foun- 
Tain that runs Night and Day; the 
Name of it is Holy Religion. Deſideriu: 


Having according to Direction waſh'd 
Himſelf, eat of the Fruit, and was ſo 
Tefreſh'd with it, that he could not 
forbear expreſſing his Joy in a very 
Temarkable Manner ; which the Deſire 
of God obſerving he gave him a Hint, 
that after eating it was their Cuſtom 
to expreſs their Thankfulneſs in fing- 
ing; and that no body that was not 
skilful in it was ſuffer'd to inhabit 
there. But how ſhall I learn to ſing, 
Jaid Defiderius? We will go to the 


Choir, reply*d the Deſire of God, where 


you will find thoſe, who will inſtruct 
you in that divine Art. The firſt of 
our Choriſters is called Benediction, 
who performs a Treble, and bleſſes 
God for his Omnipotence, The af 
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cond is named Honour, who ſings a 


Contratenor, and glorifies God for his 


infinite Wiſdom. The third is Praiſe, 


who ſings a Tenor, and whoſe Buſi- 


neſs it is to extol and magnify the Ex- 
cellence of the divine Goodneſs. The 
Fourth is Thankſgiving, who ſings a 
Baſs, and thanks the great Creator of 
the World for all the Benefits he has 
beſtowed on it. T- 
The Deſire of God having brought 
De ſiderius into this holy Converſation, 


ask'd him how he lik'd it, and whether 


he had a Mind to return to the World 2 
To which he anſwer'd ; Whither can 
I go to be thus entertain'd? Or can 
it be worth while to return after ſo 
much Pains and Difficulty to get hi- 


| ther? No, I ſhall not leave you, un- 
| lefs you force me away. We do not 


uſe to treat People ſo, ſays he, for in- 


ſtead of thruſting them out againſt. 
their Inclinations, we invite them to 


tarry with us, But to let them know 


that it is not out of any Neceſſity that 
we admit them, we ſometimes ask 
them, whether they have a Mind to 
return, Now ſince you have a Mind 


* 


* 


— 


with him by your ſelf. Then you'll 
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to tarry with us, you muſt not expect 
to be idle; for no body here is allow'd 
to ſpend that precious Jewel called 


Time, but to ſome good Purpoſe. In 


the fitſt Place you muſt put in Pra- 
ctice that excellent Leſſon call'd Obe- 


dience, readily doing what you are 


commanded. But ſuppoſe I am com- 
manded nothing, ſays Dcſiderim, how 
muſt I imploy my Time? You muſt 


ſing and praiſe God, reply'd the De- 


rre of God; for to that End you were 


admitted here. Nay, when you are 
doing what you are commanded, you 


muſt fing to your ſelf, that your 
Thoughts may not wander; and if 
you intend to pleaſe our Lord, and 


gain his Favour, you ought when you 


are at Leifure to retire and converſe 


' 


hear what he will ſay to yon, and he 


will reveal thoſe Secrets to you, which 


will make you fond of him, Can 1 
be admitted ro his Apartment and 
talk with him, ſays Defiderim ? Very 


readily, anſwer'd the Deſire of God, 
provided you approach with Humi- 


ty, which is a great Pleaſure to him, 
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for he loves. to be applied to; and 

whoever thus addreſſes him, tho' he 

be of the moſt mean and abject Con- 

dition, he is welcome: And then hy 

N is ſo graciouſly good, that he makes 

Ino Diſtinction of Perſons, provided 
they be of an hamble Mind ; For as 

.be created all Men out of the lame 

„ Matter, they are materially equal to 

him. But the Way to be higheſt in 

bis Efteem is to be low in our own. | 
And truly che greateſt Pare of thoſe 

that live here are of mean Extraction; 

for whom the World deſpiſes, God 

EF chooſes for his Service, with this In- 

tent, to let the Inhabitants of this 

Place know, that they have not gain'd 


Admittance here thro' their own Me- 
| rits, but by his gracious Goodnels. 

| If you ſtay with us, you will have 
frequent Opportunity of copverfing 
witch our Lord in the Choir; ro qua- 
* lify your ſelf for which, you mult be 
| furniſh'd with theſe four Things. The 

firſt is Benevolence, or Good- will. 


The fecond is Humility : The third is 

Patience; and the fourth Charity. 
Which if you carefully obſerve you 

i | H 4. will 
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will never ſing amiſs. At firſt it is 
not to be expected you ſhould per- 
form your Part exactly; but by Pra- 


ctice you will arrive at Perfection. 


By the help of the firſt, which is 


Good- will, and is the Baſis and Foun- 


dation of the reſt, you will ſing a 


plain and eaſy ſort of Muſick. By 
the ſecond and third, which are Hu- 
mility and Patience, you will per- 
form Contrapoint ; for Humility and 
Patience are contrary: to Man's Will: 
And by the fourth, which is Charity, 


vou will expreſs all Parts at once in 


a moſt intire Harmony. And if at 
any Time you happen-thro' any De- 


fect of your own to ſing out of Tune, 


recur to the firſt Meaſure Good-will; 


but if you miſtake in any of the o- 


ther three, apply your ſelf to the 
Corrector, who will ſet you right in all. 
I have but one Thing more to ſay, 


or rather to remind you of what 1 


have ſpoken before, and that is, that 


| You neglect not eating of the Fruit 
| You took with you out of Humility's 
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Love and Deſire of God, and bring 


ou to à more perfect Knowledge of 


both. In fine there is nothing will 


more indear and recommend you to 
Here the Deſire of God paus'd to try 
what Uſe. Defiderius would make of 
what he had ſaid; but Deſiderius hav- 
ing well digeſted this holy Converſa- 
tion, found nothing remaining to com- 
plete his Deſires, but to gain Admit- 
tance to the Lord, that he might kiſs 
his Hand, and obtain a more perfect 
Knowledge of him. This he urg' d 
with great Importunity; to which 
the Diſire of God conſented, and bid 
him go along with him. In the Way 
a ſudden. Trembling ſiez d Deſiderius, 
which increas'd upon his Conſidera- 
tion of the Majeſty of the greatKing, 
before whom he was going to appear. 
This Thought affected him with ſuch. 
Awe, that he. durſt not advance, and. 
was thinking to return. But then re- 
collecting, that tho the Majeſty of. 
this King was ſo great, that none were 
worthy to approach him, yet that he- 
was infinitely gracious and kind, pa- 
8 e tieme 
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< 


tient and long-ſuffering and eaſy of 


. 2 holy Dependance on the Royal 
Goodneſs he proceeded. 
Being come to the Chappel the De- 


Acceſs, he took Courage, and with 


Fee of God bid him tarry at the Door, 


till he went and told the Lord, who 
would ſpeak with him. Whilft he 


was gone, Deſiderius was agitated with 


Variety of Thoughts, what he ſhould 

fay. But the Deſire of God returning 
mckly, happily interrupted him, tel- 
ling him he might go in, and himſelf 
would wait at the Door: Deſiderius 
with great Reverence entred the out- 
ward Chappel, but when he came in 

ight of the Altar, he was ſtruck with 
ſuch an awful Dread, that falling pro- 
{trare he burſt into Tears, and could 
not lift up his Head. His former Of- 
fences came freſhinto his Mind, and al- 


moſt fank him; but his own Unworthi- 


nels of heing admitted to ſo near a Con- 
verſation with his God moſt deeply af. 
fected him. In this humble Poſture 
he lay for ſome Time, in holy Silence 
bemoaning bis finful Condition. At 


laft he heard a Voice, which bid him 
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riſe and ſpeak. Alas! My Lord, faid 


10 he, how can I ſpeak in the Preſence 
al of ſuch Majeſty ? I am unworthy to 


open my profane Mouth before Thee, 


„ | who art Holineſs it ſeif. Permit me, 
r. | 1 beſeech Thee in humble Silence ca. 
10 adore Thee, and bewail my poor Con- 
ne | dition, For what Cauſe cameſt thou 
th | Hither, faid the Voice? Not cut of 


14 | any Preſumption of my oon Merit, 
8 | reply'd he, but the Love and Deſire 
. | of Thee. Thou haſt commanded me 

t to call upon thy holy Name; thou 
| haſt invited me, and promis d me Ac. 


HS | | : 

t. cefs. In this holy Hope I preſume to 
in approach Thee, tho' T know thou hat 
h no Want or Occaſion for me. My 

\- | Deſires are limited by thy Will, and 
d ie is the utmoſt of my Ambition to be 


f. | admicted into the Number of thy moſt 


- lowly Slaves, tho' I am unworthy-of- _] 
j. the left of thy Favours, But fince 
_ FF thou haſt been pleas'd thus lovingly. 
do invite me, (for thou art the eter-. 


e nal Love, ever lovely and never ſuf- 

e Fficientlybeloy'd,) be gracioully pleas'd+ 
t do let me continue with Thee, and 
: | Ioſirn& me what to ſay to- we 
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Ipire me with Fear and Reverence, 


that I may by no undue Approaches 
offend thy ſacred Majeſty, and San- 
ctify my Heart, that I may be wor- 
thy to be one of thy divine Levy. 


Give me a true Spirit of Humility, 


that I may obſerve and pleaſe Thee 


an this holy Family, and be graciouſly 


pleas'd to accept my Service. 
The Lord ſeeing Deſiderius in this 


Happy State of Contrition, the Voice 


again thus comforted him. Ariſe and 
Jay aſide thy Fear, and be aſſur d, that 
if thou art ſincere, thy former Tranſ- 


greſſions ſhall be no more remembred: 
And to confirm thy Hopes and im- 
prove thy Happineſs, I will give thee 
four 'Words of future Inſtruction, 


which, if duly abſerved will admini- 


fler great Comfort and Advantage to 
thee in all Conditions, The Words 
are theſe; I and THOU), the SUB- 
JECT and the KING. Theſe Words 
well conſider'd and digeſted will pro- 


mote thee to ſuch Perfection and Pu- 


rity, of Heart as will ſecure thee from 
all. Perturbations of Mind, and make 


thee. happy either when alone or in 


Company. — 
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De ſideriu incourag'd with this gra- 
cious Condeſcenſion begg'd further 
| Inſtruction how to make a right Uſe 
of theſe four Words. To which the 
Voice reply'd: You mult in all your 
„ Actions and holy Exerciſes refer to 
ftcheſe four Words, for they are ſo ſen- 
tentious and ſignificant, that vaſt Vo- 
lumes may be written from them, and 
are ſufficient without the Help of o- 
: ther Books to ſhew you the Way to 
Perfection. For Inſtance ;. when you 
C purpoſe to converſe with me, if you 
I find your Devotion cool, and your 
Thoughts diſtracted, or by Reaſon of 
any ſecular Occaſion, your Heart 
EZ not duly. affected, then think of the 
„ two firſt Words, I and THOU. The 
-  F firſt of which will put you in Mind of 
> | what you are in Reſpect of Me, and 
What 1 am and will be in Reſpect of 
ö you, if you do your Duty. By this 
| Method you. will exclude all ourward 
Objects, and inward Conceptions of 
= worldly Affairs, and think of nothing 
| FF but me and your ſelf. The other two 
Words, the SUBJECT and the KING 
3 relate to your Converſation in this 
1 © „ Family. 


3 
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Family. The firſt of which implies, 
that you ovght to look upon your 
ſelf as the meaneſt of Slaves, and 
- __ onughe to be ſubſervient to all; by 
which you will throughly learn Hu- 
mility and Obedience. The ſecond 
implies, That you are King of your 
ſelf, and may force your ſelf to do 
pour Duty, if you will rightly ſet 
a about it, for the Lord hath given you 
Power to do fo, Let theſe Inſtru- 
ctions ſuffice for the preſent; Goin 
Peace. | | 
Deſiderius was ſo charm'd with this 
heavenly Converſation, and unwil- 
ling to leave it, that he could not for- 
bear asking why he was commanded 
to quit the Preſence of his Lord? 
To which the Voice anſwer'd; leaſt 
you ſhould grow preſumptuous, and 
our of Vain-glory think your ſelf woc- 
thy of it. Be content therefore with 
what you have already, and when the 
Lord thinks fit, you ſhall be called a- 
gain: Bur for your further Cæmſort 
and Security you ſhall leave your 
Heart here, chat whatever ſhall hap- 
pen, your better Pare may remain 
. 2 5 FR With 
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with Him. That I moſt readily do, 


reply'd Deſiderius, and humbly beſeech 
ord to accept the poor Offering. 

It is accepted, ſaid the Voice, for 
this Time; but you muſt not think, 


that you can do this when you pleaſe; 
for ſometimes for your Chaſtiſement 


and Humiliation the Lord will refuſe 


your Offering, leaſt you grow vain 
and proud. But ſtill in all Caftiga- 
tions and A ns, remember, it is 


the divine Power that viſits you; for 
you may be aſſut d, they are ſent for 


your good, and that he loveth thoſe 


whom he chaſtiſeth. 
Deſideria in humbleReverence with- 
drew, and at the Door found the De- 


fire of God expeRing his Return, who 
ask'd him what he had been doing fo 


long? The Converſation I have in- 
joy'd, reply'd Deſiderius, was ſo divine, 
that I chought the Time but ſhorc ſince 
I parted with you. IT congratulate 


your Happineſs, ſays the Defire of God; 
and now that you have had the Ho- 
. Nour to be admitted and entertain'd 

here, you have Leave to rake a fur- 


" 


ther View of our Habitation and Fa- 
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mily at your Leiſure. All Happineſs 

r ©. 
Deſiderius being alone, immediately 
began to practiſe his Leſſon of the four 
Words I and THOU, the SUBJECT 

and the KING; which he repeated 

to himſelf, and by mixing and tran- 
ſpoſing them, he diſcover'd an admi- 
Fable Harmony and Agreement be- 
tween them. Sometimes he would 

| join the ficſt, which is I, with the 
third, which is SUBJECT ; for, ſaid 
he, for the Love of God, Lam a Sub- 
ject and a Servant. Then he would 
join the firſt with the laſt, which is 

KING; for, ſaid he, I am a King, 
ſa long as I ſerve my God, to ſerve 

whom is to reign. Then he would 
tranſpoſe the Words another Way, 
and join KING with SUBJECT ; 
which immediately gave him this 
Hint; That the King of Heaven be- 
came a Servant on Earth, that he 
might make his Servants Kings ; and 
that he that would be a King ought 
to know what it is to be a Subject. 

-  Deſiderius made other Ules and Ad- 

- vYantages of this holy Execcile, ſome-. 

times 


I 
- 
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times applying it thus to himſelf: 
If God ſhall permit me to be oppreſs'd 
/ and afflicted with Adverſity, and that 
the World deſpiſe and treat me il}, 
all I that am a Subject and a Slave 

complain? And then on the contrary 

- | he would ſay; If God ſhall think fit 

. to bleſs me with Proſperity, ſhall that 

. betray me to Sin? God forbid, that I, 

| [| whoam a King, ſhould be a Slave to 

Y: unlawful Pleaſures. And. by tranſ- 

l poſing and eng theſe four 

5 Words he found himſelf full Imploy- 
ment, and by the Practice of this 
Exerciſe and other holy Lectures he 

„had receiv'd during the Time of his 

> | Pilgrimage, he found himſelf able to 

| | reſtrain and ſubdue all inordinate 

Deſires, and to foitify himſelf againſt 

all Temptations and Misfortunes. 
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4 Summary ef the foregoing Dia- 
logie in thirteen {bort Precepts, 


ES 1 

% OR the Love of Jelus Chiiſt, 
Ze who died for thee, renounce 
$2 all ſenſual Pleaſures; and when 
thou would'it ſee, hear, ſmell, 
O traſt, touch, or ſay any Thing, 
remember thou art to obey God 
and Reaſon, and ſuffer not thy. lelf to be 
tempted to Irregularity. Conform thy De- 
fires to God's Will and Direction; and in all 
= Injoymeats avoid Voluptuouſneſs and Ex- 
CEetS. © I} IE 


: oa es 13 
Keep a ſtrict Guard over thy Tongue, thine 
Ear and thine Eye, leaſt they betray thee to 
Things vain and unlawful. Be ſparing of thy 
Words, aud talk not zmpertinently or in Pat- 
ſion. Keep all Parts of thy Body in a juſt 
Decorum, and avoid immoderate Laughter 
and Levity of Behaviour, 
„ oo 
| Be fond of no Creature, but mortify thy ſelf 
to the World, ſo wilt thou keep thy Mind at 
Liberty, in which the true Pleaſure of Life 
cConſiſts. | 


AN 


* 
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By an intire Refignation and denying of thy 
felf thou wilt be able to reſtrain irregular 
Affect ions and Paſſions. Make God the Ob- 
ject of thy Love and Defire, and give up thy 
ſelf wholly to him. Let his Will be thine, - 
and perſue his Praiſe and Honour more than 
thy own Profit. 


5 W 
Obſerve the Providence of God in all 
Things, and put thy Truſt in him, Who will 
not fail to take Care of thee in all Adver- 


ſity, whether internal or external; ſubmit to 


the Hand that afflicts thee, and aſſure thy lelf 
it is tor thy Good. Bear thy Condition with 
Patience and Equanimity, be it never lo un- 
75e, „giving Thanks to God for his allwiſe 
Dilpenſations, Be not offended or affronted 
at Injuries, nor impatiently complain of Men: 
But- re flect on thy awn eo — WhO 
deſerveſt to be ill treated by all. Depend 
upon God, and in holy Silence preſerve thy 

eace of Mind. Conſider with what Patience 
thy innocent Saviour ſuffer'd the Indig- 
nities of Men, and thou wilt be prepar'd io 
bear the utmoſt Contempt of thine Enemies. 


5 Pr hs 
| Thiok meanly of thy ſelf, conſidering thy 
own Vileneſs, who. art but Duſt and Aſhes, 
and haſt nothing thou canſt call thy own. 
The better thou thinkeft of thy ſelf the 
worſe. God will think of thee, and in ſeek- 
| „55 ing 
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ing Applauſe for a good Work thou wilt 
looſe thy Reward. Whatſoever of Good 


there is in thee, look upon it as God's, and 
not thine own, and uſurp not that to thy lelf 


which belongs to him. Pleaſe not thy ſelf 
to diſpleaſe God; and eſteem. thy ſelf un- 
worthy of the. leſt of his Gifts. | 


— wn! | 
Deny thy ſelf to oblige others in all Things 
lawful. Ler thy Obedience be ready and 
chearful, which is acceptable to God; and 


conſider how he cuzſeth. the rebellious and 
undutiful. . 5 


of FRET: 


In Imitation of thy bleſſed Saviour be con- 
tent with a little. Shun Exceſs in Apparel, 
and Luxury in Diet; and think how ungrate- 
ful thou would'ſt be ro murmur at coarſe 
Diet, when Chrift for thy ſake drank Vine- 
gar and Gall. If thou wanteſt common Ne- 
ceffaries, {till thank God it is no worle and 
truſt in him, who will never forſake his 
Servants, tho? for a while and their own 
good he may ſometimes ſuffer them to be 


afflicted, 


” 6 
Love all People as thine own Brothers and 
Siſters. Pray for the Salvation of all. Speak 
kindly to and look pleaſantly on all, eſpeci- 
ally thine Enemies and Perlecutors, and let 
unzverlal Charity extinguiſh all 9 of 
wes hes | pirit 


mim . 13 ws. . 
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Spirit in Thee. Aſſiſt and comfort the di- 
od ſtreſt, eſpecially if they have offended thee. 
x Rejoyce at the Proſperity and good Deeds 
e of orhers, as if they were thine -own, and 


elf deplore their Calamities, as if they had be- 
> | fallen thee. | * 
My 61. „ 
Delpiſe no Body. Avoid raſh Judgment 
gf and uncharitable Cenſures. Think well of 


q all Men, and interpret their Words and A- 
: ctions to the beſt Meaning, Prefer all Men 


ad in thine own Thoughts before thy ſelf ; and 
look upon thy ſelf as a moſt vile and unwor- 
thy Creature: If thou wert wiſe how chear- 
fully would'ſt thou obey God, and readily be 

n<- F {erviceable in thy Generation? Wouldft thou 

el, imitate thy Lord and Maſter? Confider, he 

. took upon him the Character of a Servant, 

ſe and condeſcended to waſh his Diſciples Feet. 

e- | ND 

e- | T „ 

d Study to pleaſe God more than Men, and 

is rather affect Contempt than Applauſe. | | 

Vn | 3 

e 1 „ | 

Indulge chaſt and pious Thoughts, conſi- 

dering that God is every where preſent, Con- 
verle trequently with him in thy Mind, and 

d indeavour to :preierve his Memoiy in thy 

k Thoughts, that thou may'ſt never be abſent 

3 from him. 5 
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